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Pomarine Skua flying north during a strong SW rale.

Wildfowl numbers heve been less than spectacular durivg the mild
weather, but a slight increase did occur with the colder, frosty periocd
from the 22nd--2Lth On the 2%»xd ot Marton'FOr09 62 Shoveler, 55 Mallard,
%26 Teal, 51 Pochard end 66 Tufted Duck were part of this. cold weather
influy along with 200 Coot. Thp'ﬂﬂpcon flock at Newton larsh never

:

exceeded 200, but nearby on the R. Ribble at Freckleton sewage works, at
least 400 Shelduck had been pushed onto the river by wildfowling activities
on the south Ribble marshes — on the same day, the 23%rd, a further 375
Shelduck were counted at Lytha A Long Tailed Duck was on Fairheven
Lake, and seen by several observers during the month; smell groups of
Goldeneye were at coastal sites, but the larg heri 10) was on
¥arton Mere on the 29th. Single Little CGrebes were on Karton Mere and

Fewton Marsh.
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Records of Glaoucous Gulls indicated that at least 3 of these large
Arctic gulls wers about during the month, the adult al Flestwood being
seen by several observers up to the month ends

Waders were plentiful on the ceoast 2o one wmight expect, but inland
records were few. A wader count on the shore szt Squires Gate/St. Annes

on the 16th included
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Peregrine and Merlin frequented the coastal marshes, but the
sighting of a

Persgrine at Blackpool South Station, and‘a_Mérlin over

Ansdell Rosd Blackpocl, surprised one observer. Sparrowhawksﬂmay well
heve been under recorded, with only four sightings of single birds at

Marton Kere, Cogie HWill, Cockerhan
over Lytham Marsh on the 19th,

The open land around Msrton Mere has proved attractive to Shor

Eared Owls, with up to 6 present on the Oths - whilst 3 at Freckleton

t

and Poulton. A male . Hen Harrier wWas

sevage works have frequented the tip area since last October. A report
of a single Long-~ecared Owl came from the Marton Mere area on the'9tﬁ,
and the only Barn Owl reported was a road casualty, a bird found desud
on Riversway at Preston early in +the month. Roosting Tawny Owls were
found at Lytham and Cockerham, single Little Owls were at Freckleton Vill

and Roseacre.

Flocks of corvids were present throughout the area, but those of

1,000 Jackdaws and 600 Carrion Crows at Pilling on the 16th were the

largest. -

Field Fares and Redwings have been more noticeable by their absence
&

rather than by nul
flocks - 150 Field
cemetery on the 23

ord have been the largest groups reported.

smbers so far this year, with very few sightings of la
Tares Cver Wyre on the 16th and 125 Redwings at St,

Talbot Square in Blackpool is probably one of the least likely of
birding haunts in the Fylde, but & roost of at least 70 Pied Wagtails on

the 3rd made it a worthwhile visit for at least one keen observer,

Grey Wagtails, down from moorland sites, always find a plentiful supply
of imsect larvae on the filter beds of sewage works, with single birds

almest daily at-a couple of the works on the Fylde,
4% least one Bluck Redstart continued to winter in the area, a
being seen regularly in the vicinity of ihe Lytham St. Annes Nature

Reserve from 2ud-11thy and & Chiffchaff was in Stanley Park on the

Records received of birds just outside our recording area, but

bird

8th.

nevertheless of interest included, 9 Red Throated Divers off Heysham on

1st, a.GreatsCrey Shrike at Stocks R

ervoir on 2nd, 900 Mallard and

2 Goosandex at Barnacre Reservoir on 16th, 1 Coossrnder cn the River Wyre
s 4

at Scorton on 17th, and an adult Ross's Gull at Souinport on 16th.

(Records for possible inclusion in the summary were submitted by

L.G. Blacow, B. Dyson, S. Gibson, P, Cuy, A.J. Hinchcliffe, M. Jones,

Po and P. Slade, E. Stirling and G.D, Wilby.)

a0
age

General Notices

The following members require information:

Phil Slade - — sightings of Sparrowhawks

Bob Dansen - " " Tree Sparrows and Wing te

Tony Myerscough - 0 " Barn Owls

Len Blacow - N " Pinkfeet flocks of over 60

Patrick Davis - H " Blackecaps in winter, and Blackcaps,

Wood warblers, and Garden Warblers

spring and summer.
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