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The latter part of lay saw the {firat brood of Sitonschats av the
Lytham St. fAmnes Nature Reserve, Kezirels 1 g Tive young in a box
at Weeton, and at le three paives of Barn Owls on e boxes about
the I'ylde.

Intc June, four pairs of Little Crebe and
CGreat Crested Crebes were on Marten Mere where &
throughout the wmonth, wos seen displaying tc a young K,lli
the month up to seven broods of Hzllard ard five broods
raised at Lhe Mere, three pairs of Reszd Warblers were re;i bu
Preesall Flash, Ringed Plovers were on eggs at Cockerham, and paiv of
Mute Swans at Preesall successfully hatched ihree cygnets by the 184n,
but unforiunately only one of mained alive by the month end,
Information regarding brecc the Fvlde hes been gomnewhzt
sparse, g0 strengths and weakn of lceally bresding bjrds must
unfortunately pass undocumented for anscther year -- lets hope that we con
improve orn this for the Iuture. :

Late spring passage birds in the form ol 2 Wheatears snd a
Plover at Cockerham on the 5th, marked the end of 1lhat seasons move
T the wore common migraunts, but on the some day, at Conder Green, a less
compon form of one of our summer visgitors appear d - an immaivce Avctic
Tern in the so called "Portiandics" plunage was identified by Oven Robertis
(confirmed from articles in Eritish Birds),
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A dyake Goosmander wasg at Conoer Greon, and & Green Sandpipe
Preeszll on the 12th, the latler bird sppoaring midway ]
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: The first signs of avtumn passege being underway came on the 24th

% when z Common Sandpiper appeared at the Mere, and 14 Spotted Redshank,

i 16 Black Tailed Godwits, and 3 Ruff were on Warton Warsh. A palr of

; Garganey visited the lere on the 25th, the drake alwost into ecli

5 The 26th saw more migrants appear, with the shore at Pilling yIOVlLO

» 3 attractive to 2 Whimbred, L50 Lapwing, 3 Golden Plover, 8 Sanderling, amd

a Common Sandpiper. At the same site on the same day (26th) a Peregrine

was seen at the wader roost, 2 Great Crested Grebes on the sea, a VWheatear
on the shore, and the previously mentioned Pomarine Skua completed the
picture. Curlew flocks vere encountered about the Fylde and QOver Wyre
towards the month end, with birds in {light over the MNere (3) and Carleton
(2) on the 27th. A Loxnou Sandpiper was heard calling in flight over
Carleton latzs in the evening on the 27th. g -

z Records from just oulside our recording arsa included 2 Green Sandpipers,
! a pair of Goosander, and a Tufted Duck with 10 young at Street Gravel Pits
on the 2Ltk ( and a late lMey sighting was that of a Hoopoe at Heysham on

: the 16th).

JULY 1983

1 Weather reminiscent of that of the long hot summer of 1976,
1 affectionately known as the year of the drought, was the dominant feature
of July. The anticyclonic conditions provided a long settled period of

hot, brigbt, sunny days mxth light variable winds, which must have been
huch appreciated by migrents moving south — but not so by {rustrated
watchers on the ground, This lack of birds forced sowms wembers to iravel
{0 distent places in the hope of satisfying the need to see new bixd
Norfolk was the wost popular destinztion -~ are there no birds in the Fy ylde?
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During sea watches Irom south Drorcnaie on

3 Common Scoter,; L Kittiwakes, 5 Cuillemo and 4C ) souths,
and the following day from the same watch pnth, 9 2 Scoter,

i 25 Gannzis, 1 Manx Shearwater, 3 Sandwich Temns, 9 cnd 2 Auics

b were counted. On the Lih at Squires Gate, 3 Cu1119not

d 2 Cennets were found dead, the victims of oiling, whilst on the Tih at
Grannies Bay, 2 dead Great Skua was picked up on the tidelire, the bird
had been dead for a few days.

On +he %rd, L9 Black Tailed Godwits and a Spotied Redshank were in
3 - =
flight over Warton Marsh, > Common Sandpipers were at Conder Green, and
L, more at Pilling, with the LOO Curlew at Barnabys Sands indicating that
T A : e

st
thatl species was moving down o the sali marshes in some numbers.

Ruff appeared at a few lecalities, the largest numbers being see
: the traditional site of Newton Iarsh. + this time of year the vast
i majority of binrds seen are males in heavy moult, and the 10 at Newton
Marsh on the 10th, and the 12 at the anc site on the 22nd wers such birds.
: Singles appeared at Fleetwood and on Warton Marsh, with a further 2 at

: Cockerham on the 3ist.

Farly in the month 3 lergansers were on the River Wyre at Arm Hill,
and at this site on the Tth were 327 Oystercatchers, 54 Bar Teiled Godwits,

6 Common Sandpipers and 22 Shelduck with at least 21 young birds. On the
; same date at St. Amnes, 5 (Great Crested Grebes were back on the sea,

possibly from inland breeding sites, or were young non-breeders.

The Tivst of the autumn Greenshank (2) and Whimbrel (1) appeared on
the 9th amongst the waders at the Pilling Shore roost - this Whinbrel was
the first of a Tairly large movement of the species thal occurred during
the last two reeks of thn month, On the 17th, 6 were at Fleelwood Power
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ca) 5 at 2l Cockersands, and a single at Conder
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Green - on ths 19th h wertt north off south promensde -~ 2ist saw one over
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the Mere, on 22nd 9 at Pilling, with 10 there on 23rd - on 24th, 28 were
the Pilling area - the 25th saw another in flight over the lere, th01

Y more the following day, plus a single at Warton Marsh - 2 over the Mer
27th ~ 26 at Pilling on the 30th, these reduced tc 3 by the 31st.

The water level at Fleetwood Power Station flyash tip lagoon wes
way down by the 10th, but nevertheless proved attractive to 15 Redshank,

a Greenshank, 9 Common Sandpiper, and a noisy Little Ringed Plover in
agltatea flight over the edge of the nearby tip area. A juvenile Stonechat
was at the fly ash tip on the 17th, a Glaucous Gull on the 19th, 2 duck
Shoveler on the 22nd with young (ihis bird had apparently raised its young
inside the main tip arca).

The 10th saw the first returning Short-eared Owl on Stalmine loss.

Regular cbservations at the MMere gave some idea of the wader possage
taking place (see attached sheet at end of newsletter), and also
established successes and failures of the breeding birds. At least
pairs of Great Crested Grebes attempted breeding, and by the month end
one pair had hatched 3 young Five pairs of Little Grebes rajsed br
of 2, 3, 3, 4, and 5. Nallalﬁ raised 12 broods, bul possitle preuatlon
sbvnlilc(ntlv fﬂduced the young birds during the Tirst few days afte
hatching. Pufted Duck had very limited success with two breods of and
1 appearing, but only one from each brood survived. A Shoveler appearsd
with 5 young. A pair of Mute Swans built a nest, bul the nest vas
provably robbed. About fifteen broods of Coof dypeqrcd, (an increase on
1662) ~ a maximum count of 160 Coot indicatsd an influx of birds to the
area. Voorhen numbers remained stable with four broods raissd. i
of Oystercatchers bred on the meadow east of ithe MNere a
At least pair cf Reed Yarblers were feeding veoung by the PuuL<
Reduced vmmbers of Sedge Warblers and Whilethroat wey be a reflecii
the dry conditions in the Sahel region of Africa that these two speciss
exverienced during the winter months. Threughout the month atl the
wvatchers regularly vecovded Barn Owl, the drale Buddy Duck, an eclip
drake Cargsney, a duck of the same species; but low numbers of hicundines
and passerines were probably a resull of the settled weather conditions.

An indicetion of the winter to come were the 36 Linnetls, 16 Groenfinch, and
17 Goldfinch feeding on thistles on the 31st.
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The wader roost at Pilling usually provides plenty to see, but fo a
Peregrine provides a ready supply of food. The roost counterz on the 25md
and 24th had ithe good fortune ic see one of these magnificent birds -
possibly & non-brecder, or an unsuccessful brecder frowm local fells.

Counts of some of the birds at the roost on the 2%3rd included 35 Golden
Plover, 2 Gre nshanks, %00 Dunlin, 12 Grey Plover, 10 Whimbrel and 10 Grey
Herous. The following day a count along the shore from Piliing to the

R. Cocker produced 14 Whimbrel, 60 Redshsnk, 350 Dunlin, 8 Greenshank,

17 Common uanuplpmru, 10, Golden Plover, 2 adult Curlew Sandpipers,

60 Pied Wagtails, &0 Curlew and 3 Great Crested Grebes. The same day

saw 240 Curlew, and 235 Golden Plover al Thurnham, 10 Common Jandpiper

at Conder Green, and 2 ILittle Terns at Cockers nis, A wader count in
scuth Fylde at Warton Karsh produced %50 Pleck TailedGodwits, &7 Colden
Plover, a Whimbrel, L Common Sandpipers and & single Green Sandpiy

The ]argaﬁ Colden Plover flock during the month, was on some 500 birds at
Fiuke Hall on the worning of the 28th.

Pwo Tittle Terns off south promenads on 27th; a single off Rossall
Point on the 28th and 2 Arcitic Terns ut Conder Green on the 30ih, indicatec
the possibie start of their southerly movements - the Sendwich Terns having
already begun theirs.
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The lust day of the month saw {locks of finches at the lere and
Over Wyre, the first young Great Crested Grebes at the lkre, a valr of
Red Legged Partridge with 6 young on Pilling loss, and the first Wheatear
£ the autwmn (a young bird) at Pilling.

o for June 16th — the corpse of a dead Cormorant found
Wyre by Bob Danson, had been ringed as & nestling on the
682 a% Ynys CGmylan Bach, Aberdaron, Gwynedd.

Records for possible inciusion submitted by:-

A late rot
e R e
7Tn Juie

L.C. Blacow, A. Cooke, R. Danson, P. Davies, S. Eaves, 5. Gibson
P. Guy, R.A. Hall, G. Hudson, M. Jones; A. Myerscough, O. Rcberts

- 0 = 0 -

The Tollowing article has been- submitted by Phil Slade:-

"The Zvening had been a pretty uneventiul one - as was to be
expected on the 9th June, lots of Swift and a few hirundines havking
insects over the mere plus several broods of Mallard to be counted
well as keeping an eye on nesting Grebes, Coot etc.

Eventually I wandered over the tip area searching for a phylloscopus

warbler that was calling incessantly, as vsual I kept a watch on the Mere,

“10&1041Jy. It w?s during one cof these that T noticed the
] arsh tern in the fav wth Easl corney
of the de and Gl i
hen thc tern ol

1 15 were in stark ¢

and undernarts which were dark grey, ending at the white undertail cover

In 1i4nh1 the bird performed beautifully down tc 20 yards, feeding over the
p t vegetation and occasionally plunge diving 1n the open water, the

rather stiif winged attitude and the open spread, grey centred taill bb]ﬂé

very noticeable.

I wae becoming rather concerned that this bird would vanish without
and after The Mystery of the Disappearing Avocet I decided 1o take

e ces "fPrank" I thought, Frank Bird who can always be found in his

Fres tun New Road garden when he is not birding - in fact his garden is as

immasculate s mine is untidy. Sure enough, as 1 screamed to 2 halt outsids

his house there he was tending the grass verge and did not protesi as I

2d him into the car.

OFf ccurse it had to happen, in [ or 8 minutes the bird had flown and
I gradually beceme more dejected as we searched until dusk withoutl luck.
Convinceld as I was that it was merely a fly through, Paul and I made the
effort the next morping end arrived at 5.20 a.m. and there it was, literalily
the first saw as it Flew directly across our view as we drove onto
the Caravan sitee Frustratingly it again disappeared after a shori while,
lost to view high to the North hast.

7

Several people turned up in the evening, worc in desperate hope than
in anticipation, I think "gripped" is the operative term but during much
bantar zbout stringing etc. one cbscrver 1lifted his 'bins' and calmly
announced ihe presence of Whiskered Tern whereupon the mool ¢f the sum
flock of biwlers changsd dra
it left for the

=
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atically as superb views were had by all until
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I am only sorry that more did not share this lovaly tern but who
kriows perhaps nexl year another may appear, certainly it is only a
matter of time before Marton Mere is graced with the presence of the
closely related Vhite Winged BlackTern, an equally attractive bird,
albeit not as rare."

~ 0 =0 ~0 =

GENERAL NOTILICES

1. Owen Roberts wante 21l records past and present relating to
Winmarleigh Moss.
|
2. Falcolm Evans wants records of all sightings of Clouded Yellow

butterflies from this summer.
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