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‘cr ruch attention throughout ste month as unusual

Wryneck {the first since 1977) was found ‘cn the 2nd .
11 the 10th, frequenting the aer between the rose
geeens, The Wrynecks occasional absences from itso

much eager searching by cbservers, and on the 3rd other

ed a Firecrest, Garden Warbler, Pied Flyrai'chers up to

10 Gonldcrests, 2 Marshtits, & ireecreappr and 3 Blackecaps - searching on the Lith
turncd up a Jay (ist record Tor the p_vk.s, the significance of this record became
clear later in uLe morth, The Weyneck wasn'y seen after the 3»d, dbut an optimistic
search on the Tih proved succsssful and the bird was relocated on a- grassy bhank by
the bowling greens -~ the bird being extremely confiding, allowing approaches to
within a couple of metres, The Tth zlso saw a2t least /O Goldcrests in the park -
this was the highest single count for ths Fylde during October; but several ot
submitied records from widespresd sites throughout the monih, indicating a steady
passage through cur area. The Wryneck was last seen on the 10th, and with its
departure interest in the park waned. (A Wryneck was at Hoigh Hall, Wigzen on the
T4th Cetober,) However, the interest was re-kindled in sta rtling fashion en the
22nd when a Red lecked Grebe was found on the park Lake. Once again with incy
activiity amongsi observ”rs_q other species of note vers located ~ on the 22ud P gyl
a Vheateas Ty at least J Jays, and a Blackeap (until 24th), The 23rd saw yet unoih
NMarsh Tit (until 30th), Woodcock, and a single Jay - on 24th a Garder Warbler - on
25th, the Garden Warbler and 4 Jays - and 29th, 5 Jayq, Woudeocky and 2 Long Tailed
Tits, all in 211 a very gzood month in the park. '
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The weather at the start of the month was the probable reason for Lhe &
of the birds in the park - birds lesving Scandinavia uwnder the -2
irom the Feroes ‘o Denmark), then hmJnm fovcva down by
the frontal systems of & depression sitting over Britiin..
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The 2nd, being a Sunday, Pw&”red manv obzervers wonld bz out and aboul, with
si : In the Piilins/ ¥
Wheatear, 1°

ldcrests and I Coagl T
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; 196 Shelduck and 1 g €, Short eared Owi, C
2y 5 Whinchat, 10 Pariridge, and at least Skylarks heading south - szt
Ffeckletons a Green -LHUDLPCT Greenshark, 2 Little CGrebe, 2,000 Golden Plover,
200 Teal (cn the Ribble), 100 Tree Sparrows and 21 Partridge,  On the came
other sites, the Wryneck was found in Stanley Park, a Lesser Spolted Hoo
Weshaw, a Stcnechat at Scuth Station (until 6th), and at L.S.AH.R. a3l
Tits were tounted moving south (during this courit, a flock oi 33 was noted
On the Jrd Wryneck and Firecrsst in the park were the "gtar Turns", but a

tc ¥Watson Road Park proved worthwhile with a Spotted Flycatcher (Ja e
a Stonechat, and a Redstart, bul not to be outdone waz a single Curlew S

Fairhaven.

Full@Jing the fiuvrry of activity ”ull.z the Tirst three days of
records bec mne fewver, bhuti ced up again as the weekand of the 8th-S
The Mer: Pil?tug and FT“ kleton were once again well hufﬂ““i -~ &t P:f
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A deep depression moved quickly eastiwards from the Atlantic on the _
strong SW winds. By ulddaw on the 15th the depression was centred just to heows
of Scotland, with its associated- troughs moving east across the country. This strong
westerly airstream was maintained for the next five days, during which time & second -
depression moved in from the Atlantic causing seabirds to be blown in close to the
Fylde coast. At South Shore on the 16th four imm. Little Gu]ls, 7 Pomarine Skuaus
and 32 Xittiwakes — on 17th, 2 Great Skuas, 2 Arctic Skuas, 2 Pomarine Skuas, a Manx
Shearwater, 6 lLeachs Petrels and a solitary Storm Petrel. During the 13th at
Fleetwood, a Shag appeared on the Marine Lake and an adulti.(Glaucous ?11] was in
flight along the shore - the same day at Rossall, 11 Leachs Pestrels and a Coumon
Tern were recorded. Another Glaucous Gull (imm. ) was at South Shore on tle 18th,
along with a Pomarins Skua and a Storm Petrel. The greatest variety of seabirds

L

vas . the 19tk at South Shore, when 12 lLeachs Fetrels; a Storm Petrel,

6 Gannets, L Kitviwakes, 2 Great Skuas, an- Arciic Skua, one Sandwich Tern, 3 Arctic
Terns, and an imm. Glavcous Gull pzssed by going south. Ths saue an a Leachs
Pelrel was inland at Weebton Camp. The only birds of note at South Shore on the 20th

were a Storn Petrel and a Rock Pipit.

The 201h ssw an anticyclone establishing itself over Britian, which by tbe
21st extende 1 to - 1 into Scandinavia. This pressure then
t¢ the month ding with it the first frosts oi the winier under

night skies.
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but many were to pointed,
] during the 23rd amo E'Ch talk of ng
’iﬁg‘i but cne observer persisted and 1oca.e the bird the following day
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~and 2 in Stanle;

Long Taile? scuthy with 10 at L.S.A.¥.R. on the 28th

Several observers commented on *fairly heavy passage of Redwings for the nights
of the 23th-29th', but oo the ground the “OO at Ribby Hall, and 200 at Fluke Hall
L"q»vthe lorgest flocks recorded - also at Fluke Hall were 6 Brzmbling, LO Tree

&0 Linnets, and a Spﬂrrowhawkp A three hour migrant watch at Fairhaven
25th saw at 1 ﬁqt 1w Lnt, species going south — these included many finches,
it Sparrowhawk, and the last Swallow. of the year.
O 00 =T O e
Contribtutors:s L.G. Blacow, P. Davies, B. Dyson, 5. Raves, F. Fllis, M, Evans,
S. (ibson, P. Guy, R.A. Hall, G, Hudson, M., Jones, Ri Leeming
Andyliyerscough, Tony Myerscough, R. & P. Scholes sy, Po & P, olade,

B, Stirling, B, Mal%h.
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The following article has been submitted by Phil Slades-

"Priday sober 14th, waz a fine clear evening, the merest breath of wjrﬂ
O ] 3 ot
and a sky Full of stars, At & halt along the Notorwqy we discussed the p 1dity
of those rare vagrants ou Scilly continuing their Southerly tigration - Cllfr uwali
Solitary Sandpiper, Grosbeak etc., it was too horrific to comten inlate, Spirits

perked coasiderably as we travelled further South, but the early houvrs and crossing
Boedmin Moor, the wind had sprung up to a Force 9 and the rain was lashing down -
those precious ticks might still be available.

Reaching Penzence before dawn had allowed some time 4o follow up reports of

en Americen Redstart near St. Just. Despite the continuing gales and rain, this
lovely biyxd, a first Autumn male, was a pure delight and well worth a %oaklur We

pPOﬁlsﬂd o ““c7v~s a Turther Jook on the vreturn jouriiey, should better weather
conditions prevail,

Saturday did not improve, after a 3% hour delay at the Heliport, and continuing
had weather on St. Mary's, Scilly, our attempts at Cliff Swallow and Bobolink werec
badly frusirated by the elements. Wisely, The Fylde Bird Club mewmbers held
impromptu meating in "“TIhe Bishop & Wolf" that evening, 3

sunday dawned, slignhtly better but still strong Weeterlies but with a promise
of improving birding weather, Along the path to Holy Vale, there was somo activity
whﬂre the Cliff Swullow had been located feeding along a row of pines with Swallows.

It more closely resembled our L&rtins, for it was brownish, with a slightly forked
tall, buff rump, some white on the face, and short pointed wings giving a Tast beat
in between short glides and rapid chantes in direction, Some minvtes later, further

down the pa

ath, & Merlin was seen to tzke a Swallow from this group, but we later le
that this 'F

J
irst' for Britian and Furope had been spared this grucsomne fate,

don on Scilly comes readily, with 400 4o 500 birders around thers is

ne exceuse J'or not being in the know, For this reason we found ourselves on a
northerly path towards Normandy, where there was ed Warbler and the inevitable
Rese Colovred Starling, Barred Warblers have a itation for being rather secretive

‘icult to observe for any length of tiwe, but some of the more experienced of
our Llhlp agreed; thet this was the most obliging individual they had seen., After
vieiting the huue Coloured Siariing we retired to the adjacent cafe, only to be
dl‘{urjt in our tea =2nd chocol cake b“ a birder bursting through the ¢ 5
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d Sanduvipe found in a field at

Several people acted wunconcerred, but the: 'ty thai the cufe was m\u,
within three mgnwi e Undoubtedly the 1ﬁ13nd Sans > was the hird of the txip fou
me - an ulate juvenile bird, small headed, wi thin necl, large eye, and

Ly nncP outstretched, sudde
in the week it vas
ic Ocean,

tai?. 1L fci rather like a Heron, in a s‘nlling
at and taking large flies. Disappoini:
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in the 3z ; oi Ucteber s & lack of more coumon
ed Flycatchers,; Goldcrests

a cihange to SE winds; a

Firecrest and
Chiffchafis plus a few exirs no one goes to Sceilly in
late Ocicobar to study mlgr"tlch hes to study tes and L can confiria that 1%
is immensely enjoyable and ex! t d
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srall influx did occur, this
1
i

sons Thrush bsck ¢
is small North Awnerican

Kiraculously, whilst on St. Agnes, news came of a
St iary‘s, the return boat would leave us time to study th
thx uuh, which surprised me by perching on an branch and flvcatching in the manner
oi a Spotted lecat;her, This was in compleste contrast to vho GTﬁY«CiF kvd T irush
50ne EOG yis up the road, which chose t%e ilocr of &
and proved to be lLeadache to a lot of ohscrvers
One person claimei to have spent 1hhocuzs in vain at
bird, until The Fylde Bird Club showed h he way

Sing, 1t was
1ifficult to OBSZ“Vw It
nsons by it ack of ay ring, the slight grey wash o
ally the throat

im
for two or three hours then the thrush uovid be very confi
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