NEWSLETTER NO. 44

FROM THE SECRETARY'S CHAIR

Fylde Bird Club is now in its eighth year having been formed in
1983% when twenty two people attended the inaugural meeting. The majority
of you were not members in the early days but you are probably aware that
the Club was formed with the intention of obtaining greater protection for
the Marton Mere SSSI which at the time was suffering a great deal of abuse.

Eight years is a relatively short time in conservation terms and yet
it recently came home to me how much the Club has achieved and the great
advances made during this time. We are on the verge of our original
objective of having the Mere designated a Local Nature Reserve which will
give it much greater protection. Apart from this however, and to my mind
of equal significance, is that over the years a wide range of other bodies
have begun to approach us for information regarding local conservation
issues. The RSPB, NCC and LTNC have all requested information for wvarious
reasons and as a result of member's work in collecting and supplying
their records to the Bird Report and various surveys we have been able to
respond positively. We have also become well known to local councils
especially Wyre Borough with whom we have built up an excellent relationship
through member's willingness to offer assistance in various ways. Most
recently we have been asked by Lancashire County Council to supply
information for an ecological survey on their behalf in the Freckleton area.

As well as being able to provide information however, members have
shown themselves willing to actively take part in conservation work such
as the litter collections, Spartina digs etc. This has been especially
satisfying, proving to me that whereas some other local societies make
noises about conservation Fylde Bird Club members are not afraid to go
out and get the job done wherever possible.

It is becoming increasingly obvious and pleasing to me as Secretary
that together with the Local Trust, our Club is graduslly becoming
recognised as the body worth consulting regarding local conservation
issues and I have no doubt that with member's continued support and concern
for important issues which will continue to arise we will become even
more widely respected in the future.

Many thanks for your support.

ALd o Hinehliffe,
SECRETARY
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Developers put estuaries’ wildlife at risk

At Teesside more than 90 per cent of the estuary has
disappeared since the 1930s, but now the local author-
ity is planning to turn what remains into a protected

The RSPB has [aunched a £500,000 mationwide
appeal for funds to help save the habitat of an esti-
and other conservation groups are now mated two million wildfowl and waders. It has also
opposing a plan (o build a barrage across the estuar- mamed 123 estuaries which it claims are “high risk”
areas because of marinas, land reclamation, and port
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Bunting alerts twitchers

BIRDS (the feathered variety
that is) do not have to be stun-
ning beauties to cause grown
men to suddenly leave home
and speed off to distant cor-
ners of the country.

The North's latest outburst
of “twitching”, the obsessive
pursuit of rarities which has,
incidentally, an almost exclu-
sively male following, was a
case in point.

Last Sunday twitchers drove

tin their hundreds to Big
Waters nature reserve, near

! Newcastle upon Tyne, in
search of ormithological trea-
sure, the value of which was
certainly not measured in
physical appearance.

The pine bunting, which had
' suddenly come to light on the
. reserve, is unquestionably one
| of the drabbest birds to have
* caused such mass excitement
| in Britain for a long time.

A male in summer plumage
. is quite an eyecatcher, but this
i individual was a female, basi-
cally grey, with dull, paler
stripes on the side of the head
and throat, and darker streak-
ing over the upper parts,
breast and flanks.

A casuval observer may well
have passed if off as just a
i large, very ordinary sparrow,
+ but as far as dedicated “twitch-
ers” are concerned its appear-
ance was an opportunity not to
be missed.

BIRDWATCH

Brian Unwin

Pine buntings have an Asi-
atic breeding distribution, and
Britain is thousands of miles
off their beaten track. Oaly 16
had previously been recorded
here and as most of those were
on remote Scottish islands, the
chance of seeing one had been
depnied to the majority of
birdwatchers.

As a result, the Big Waters
bird was afforded superstar
status. Queues formed on a
scale comparable with the sale
of precious — but few — tick-
etsfor a major pop concert or
sports event.

This was because it could
only be viewed from a small
hide, holding up to 10 people.
Eventually the line of hopefuls
stretched back mearly 300
yards.

When the bird flew in to
feed, those inside could only
watch it for a few minutes to
enable the next-in-line to take
their places.

Even then the turnover was
so0 slow that many had to wait
up to three hours for their big
moment. Sunset brought dis-

appointment for 60 at the back
who had travelled from the fur-
thest parts of Britain.

They quickly shrugged it off,
phoned to say they would not
be returning home, ked
into local boarding houses to
ensure head-of-the-queue
places and success after dawn
next day.

It certainly takes a lot to
quench the determination of
the most fervent of this roving
band, who annually clock up
tens of thousands of miles
around the British Isles to
expand their experience of the
rare.

In fact a good percentage of
Sunday's queue took their
minds off the icy gale blasting
over the reserve by planning
their next venture, which will
take them to Ireland.

There the big draw is equally
unappealing if judged purely
by appearances — a first
winter Thayer's gull, very
similar to several other types
of immature gull, and at one of
the Republic’s less salubrious
spots, Cork City rubbish tip.

However, it happens to be
only the third of its kind ever
known to have wandered from
Arctic Canada to Europe. To
twist a familiar saying, it is a
matter of ‘‘never mind the
appearance, feel the rarity
value”.

By Charles Clover, Environment Editor

AN AGGRESSIVE hybrid
rass, Spartina anglica, is
reatening to invade More-

cambe f Solway Firth

and other British and Furo-

estuaries. It can trans-
jorm the ecology and banish
many wading birds.

Spartina englica has already
invaded the Ribble estuary in
Lancashire and is beginning to
appear in Morecambe Bay,
according to the authors of a
report on the grass published

{_esterﬂa; by the Institute of
errestrial Ecology based in
Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria.

“Grange-over-Sands may
have to renamed Grange-
over-Saltmarsh if this stuff
gets hold,” said Dr Mike Hor-
nung, of the institute.

A chance encounter between
a European cordgrass and its
North American cousin pro-
duced the new species some
time in the late 19th century.

Rothwell, the
jety for the

(s and co-
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that the development by MCA
on the largest remaining
stretch of Essex grazing
marshes should be permitted.

owns
Rank Organisation and British
Urban Development, is also
likel
London Planning Advisory
Committee, which advises on
strategic planning.

the Ministry of
regarded as surplus te its

Future hangs

in balance
for biggest

nature site

By John Grigsh;
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A PROPOSAL to build a £2 bil-
lion theme park and film
studios on the lari]ut wildlife
site in London is li
approved by the local councils
involved next week.

kely to be

Mr Patten, the Environment

Secretary, will then have to
decide whether to call in the
application to build on 1,184
acres of
the Thames estual

Rainham Marshes in

i ? for his
wn judgment, The developers
y they will abandan the park

The London Borough of

Havering will formally con-
sider a proposal from Mr David
Bradley, its chief executive, on

4

This rec

The Jlan by MCA, which
niversal Studios, the

to_be backed by the

The councils are obliged to

refer the project to Mr Patten
if they want to aﬁpmve it, if it
departs from t

lan or contains more than

e structure

,000 square feet of shops.
In view of the likely recom-

mendations of the plannin

bodies, Mr Patten may fee
that he can leave the future of
the proposed development on
the North bank of the
at Coldharbour to the normal
local government processes.

Thames

An official report to be con-

sidered by the all-party
London Planning Advisol
Committee says that the devel-
opers had made considerable
progress in bringing forward
proposals for conservation.

The land to be set aside as a

nature reserve had been
increased and an ecology

was now proposed. The niver-
bank would be undisturbed.
The Nature Conservancy
Council opposes the scheme.

The chief planner of the

London Planning Advisory
Committee says in his report:
“The p
appropriate balance between
he competing claims of our
policies
nature conservation.”

roposals represent an

or development and

The marshland is owned by
Defence and is

s as a firing

Rogue grass threatens wildlife

afier their sancluary at
- Frispen near Truro was
*'ordefed to close yesterday.
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LOSS OF habitat is acknowl-
edged as one of the main fac.
tors contributing to the decline
of British wildlife. While it is
essential to protect what
remains, two schemes of cre-
ative conmservation in the
North-West are proving that it
is possible to reverse the
process.

In winter there is little to dis-
tinguish the steep hillside
above Calf Hey Reservoir in
the Rossendale Valley from
the surrounding moors. In high
summer, however, one 25-acre
patch is already showing signs
of a new burgeoning.

It was selected four years
ago by Lancashire County
Council and North-West
Water, owners of the land, for
an experimental regeneration
scheme. The steeply sloping
site drops from a line of dis-
used quarries until, two thirds
of the way down, it enters
rushy pastures.

Explaining the choice of site,
Lancashire County Council
ecologist Geoff Morries says:
“‘From a distance it looked as if

!'lyln; vlslt.
Thayer's gull paid its
Camdn and u.ntl.lhnt

it was just a mixture of fescues
and other matt grasses, but
when you got closer there was
quite a lot of halberr{ If you
searched very carefully there
were also about half a dozen
areas of heather,

““They could not develop
because they were heavily
grazed by sheep. In winter
they would home in on the best
bits of grazing and these hap-
gened to be the heather and

Iberry. So the seedlings
never got a chance to become
established."

The area was fenced off and
the land left to its own devices.
With the sheep excluded, the
heather and bilberry are begin-
ning to spread out after only
two or three seasons.

“We have done nothing,"
says Morries, '‘apart from a
small amount of tree planting
in the gullies with oak. birch
and rowan. These will bring a
bit of cover back to the
cloughs."

Walkers are not excluded, as

Irhers flocked tonunge
Bml s first recorded visit to Brlhln.
yearhndneverbeenuwrdedmtbhﬁdenttheAﬂnnﬂe

they are in similar schemes in
the Peak District. The Rossen-
dale Way, a long-distance foot-
Eom runs within the higher

undary fence and there is
also a linking footpath climb-
ing up the hillside from the
reservoir.

“We don't think human
bem% s will bave any detrimen-
tal e ' says Morries, “‘and
in fact it wuu]d be nice to think
that in a few years' time
will be quite a few bilberries
for people to pick.”

Moorland birds will also ben-
efit from the regeneration.
Today the meadow pipit and
skylark are the principal avian
inhabitants, but within Iivm
memory merlin actuall
within the experiment: zone
S;her birds which have

eclined with the loss of
heather and bilberry cover are
curlew, golden plover and dun-
lin. Morries hopes to see all
these returning.

As an outcome of this experi-
ment, the county council has

beenmvltd tujoiﬂin a larger,
nafignal scheme organise by
the Joseph Nickerson Founda-
tion.” Already an even more
intrattable piece of land has
been earmarked on the West
Pennine moaors.

The :im of this, according to
Morries, “is to show that wild-
life, grazing, recreational and
sporting interests can be
reconciled while at the same
time we can have a landscape
that is attractive to look at™’,

Mednwhile, at the Nature
Conservancy Council’'s Roud-
sea Moss Nature Reserve in
Cumbria, warden Peter Single-
ton is involved in the regenera-
tion of a lowland peat moss-
land. It has been estimated
that 85 per cent of all such bogs
in Britain have been lost or
severely damaged as a result of
drainage schemes for agricul-
ture or peat extraction.

“*Basically,” he points out,
“the atea we're looking at

begins about 6,000 years ago, .

when it would have been salt

pools,

ungry
all T saw of

..devise a “'Heath Robinson™

calm, over the mirror-like
8Wi

sunshine, These were
the large chironnmld gnats
(identifiable b;

hey. land fit for harriers

—Clive-Price on ‘creative conservatlon schemes in the North- West [zl

marsh. Then with changing sea
levels it gradually became a
at bog. The went on
uilding up until, between 150
and 200 years uo the then
owner decided to drain it. So
he put down a series of drains
which extend over the whole
surface. But for reasons I'm
not certain about, he decided
not to extract.” :
Pine, birch and even rhodo-
dendron took root until in 1981
a decision was taken to restore
the mossland. All the trees
were felled on Fishhouse
Maoss, which covers 250 acres,
and some 500 ditches dammed
to restore the water level to
what it should have been.
Because it would have been
too expensive to remove the
felled timber, Peter had to

method of burning it on galva-
nised steel sheeting without
setting the peat on fire.
Heather is currently the
dominant plant species, but he
is currently considering a pro-
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Gnss and the Wh:te Big
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of the Large Heath butterﬂy. a
speciality of the area”.

Fishhouse Moss is also a
good habitat for moths, with a
third of all British species

there, ther result
of the new policy Is a dramatic
increase in the number of drag-
onflies. Some years they are so
numerous that kestrelsfly into |
feed on them. Another preda-
tor seen here is the short-eared
eagie. and Peter would like to
see harriers.

With Fishhouse Moss
returning to its original condi-
tion, Peter has started clearing
the trees from neighbouring
Deer Dyke Moss, which covers
450 acres. The two .are sepa-
rated by “The Lag", the origi-
nal drainage ditch’ which is
6,000 years old. This will not be’
dammed because the border-
ing trees B‘r]ovtde good nesting
sites for ards and shelter
for deer.
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The dying
wilderness

Coto Donana in southern Spain is one of the finest bird
sanctuaries in the world but this may change. . .

Foreign Fields

John Hooper
in Seville

T WAS an early spring
afternoon like any other
on the northern rim of
the Coto Dofiana
National Park, south of
Seville in Spain.

Flamingos were plodding and
stooping among the wildfowl on
the Hinojos Marsh. Herons
guarded the banks of a stream
which feeds it. Egrets clustered
on the edge of the path that
skirts it. A couple of marsh
harriers had settled in the field
behind when a herd of wild
horses set off to amble across
the shallow water, their shaggy
forms silhouetted against the
dying sun.

The Hinojos Marsh is buta
tiny part of the Coto Dofiana —
a wilderness now facing what
Mr Laurence Rose of the Royal
Soclety for the Protection of
Birds has called the “biggest
potential disaster for European
wildlife this century". Last De-
cember, the town council of
nearby Almonte gave initial
clearance for a leisure complex,
called the Costa Doiana, which
would extend to within a mile
and a quarter of the park.

The decision set off a contro-
versy that has reached far be-
yond the frontiers of Spain, and
last month turnedviolent.

On March 14, t‘l‘ﬁre were
angry scenes near the site of
the proposed development be-
twee,n nuacll demunstrallflrs sup-
porting and opposing the pro-
ject. Thirteen \:g,;s later,
intruders entered the park's
fire-fighting station, sprinkled
petrol over the vehicles inside
and set off a blaze which caused
damage estimated at some
£250,000.

Spread across almost 200
square miles of sand dunes,
marsh and scrubland near the
mouth of the River Guadalqui-
vir, the Dofiana is the biggest
nature reserve in Europe out-
side Russia. It is by far the most
extensive wetland on the main
route for Europe's migratory
birds -- visited by up to a mil-

lion birds each year — as well
as the principal refuge for two
of the world's rarest animals,
the Iberian Lynx and the Span-
ish [mperial Eagle.

It is also, In the words of the
Director of its Biological
Research Station, Dr Miguel
Delibes, a “magnificent natural
laboratory”, Field work carried
out in the Doilana has led to the
publication of some 1,200
learned articles by researchers
from all parts of the world.

The Costa Doflana project is
the latest of several threats. In
1967, work began on a holiday
resort, Matalascanas, on the
western tip of the park. Sold off
in lots to a variety of develop-
ers, the result is an eye-jarring
assembly of derivative styles
from Hacienda Horrid to Bau-
haus Bijou.

A drainage and irrigation
project on land to the north,
initiated in the early Seventies,
has reduced the groundwater
and |s tapping the acquifer on
which the Donana’s precarious
eco-system depends. In 1987, a
repol t by the Spanish Geology
and Mining Institute (IGME),
which simulated water levels to
the year 2010, predicted that if
there were only five years of
drought — not uncommon in
southern Spain — and pumping
were to continue at the previ-
ous year's rate, irreparable
damage would be done to the
Park.

IGME recommended that
that there should be no further
expansion of the area under ir-
rigation and the national park’s
governing body called for

pumping to be limited to the
previous year'’s level.

Yet a report by three foreign
hydrologists sent to the area by
the World Wide Fund for Na-
ture (WWF) in 1868 reproduced
evidence from the reglonal
agricultural development
agency which showed the
agency had “wilfully over-
reached” the area recom-
mended by IGME, and planned
to expand it further, exceeding
the annual pumpage called for
by the national park's govern-
ing body.

The most extraordinary as-
pect of the latest controversy is
that no one, apart from the de-
velopers and the councll, actu-
ally what the Costa Doi-
antasfmject involves. In Spain,

ders — and, in this case,
that includes the govemment—
appointed officials in charj ]ge
the park — do not have a legal
right to ses mﬁihns unu] they are
cloge ta i roval.

to the Chalrman of

Costa Doflana, Mr Salvador
Echevarria, “the object is to
liven up the coastline all the
year round”. The development,
he said, was almed at luring
residential buyers from over-
seas with sophisticated facili-
ties, including a promenade, a
harbour and a golf course laid
out by the internationally-
renowned British designer, Mr
Robert Trent Jones.

Mr Echevarria sald that the
original project — itself mainly
low-density and low-rise — had
since had to be drastically al-
tered to fit in with additional
legal requirements. The result

PHOTOGRAPH NOL B!N!HEHGEMHM

was that Costa Donana would
have room for far fewer than
the 32,000 people originally en-
visaged — “on the basis of expe-
rience in the rest of the world,
less than half*".

The Mayor of Almonte, Mr
Rafael Domingo Diaz, main-
tatned that "if Costa Doriana is
blocked and the irrigation
scheme frozen, then Almonte
will return to penury’”. This is
also the assumption underlying
discernible resentment among
many Sevillians at what they
see as sentimental interference
by outsiders in the affairs of a
poor region.

In fact, Almonte has become
an exception in Spain’s needy
South, precisely because of the
success of reclamation and irri-
gation. Mr Diaz was unable put
a figure on unemployment in
the town, and environmental-
ists say there is none.

Dr Javier Castroviejo, Chair-
man of the Friends of Dofana
and Director of the Biological
Station for 14 years, said he was
not convinced that the majority
of Almonte’s inhabitants were
in favour of Costa Dofana.
Most he had spoken to held no
slronig views elther way.

ar, criticism of the project
has concentrated on ihe threat

Threa(ened The rare Spanlsh lmperla! Eagle

to the park's water supply. But,
according to Mr Dfaz, Costa
Dofana will not necessarily
draw its water from the Do#-
ana’s acquifer as Matalascarias
has done: it could be piped from
at least two sources elsewhere
at the same cost.

For the park's Conservation
Director, Dr Jesus Casas, water
is not the only issue, though.

It is seen as
sentimental
interference by
outsiders in
the affairs of
a poor region

An extra resort on the edge of
the Dofiana would bring more
rubbish, more noise and possi-
bly the conversion to dual car-
riageway of a road built to Ma-
talascaias from Almonte
along the park’s western perim-
eter. Several lynxes have been
run over on the existing road.

“The Dofana’, said Dr Casas

“Is becoming an Island.”

- ——s
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“There was the same apocalyp-
tic talk when Matalascanas was
built”, remarked Mr Diaz dis-
missively. “It was said that the
birds wouldn’t come anymore, °
yet the birds keep coming every |
year at the same time".

That may not be a guarantee
of the future. “The pressure on
an area can grow progressively
greater and, on the surface,
everything is alright”, said Dr
Casas “until you reach a cer-
tain point after which the de-
cline is extremely abrupt. We
don't know how close we are to
that limit, but there are a lot of
naturalists who think we are
very near it”.

There is also the value of the
site itself. According to his col-
league at the biological station,
Dr Delibes, “there is a lynx
which we have tagged living
there right now".

Dr Delibes, though, has taken
a slightly different approach to
the latest controversy. Cosla
Doniana, he said, was “jusl an-
other menace, and not even the
most serious. The problem is
that it is not in place of. but in
addition to, all the others. What
I fear is that, if it is not built,
people will think that the Coto
Donana is safe and cease to
worry”.

e

Conservationists lose battle over theme park

Paul Brown, Environment
Corvespondent

£2 billion theme park

and fllm studio on

Rainham Marshes,

east of London, can
go ahead, allowing the de-
struction of an Iimportant
wildlife site, Chris Patten,
the Environment Secretary,
decided yesterday.

The development, which
MCA International says will
create 20,000 jobs, will de-
stroy 70 per cent of the 1,200-
acre Site of § tific

Interest, the largest near
London. Conservation
groups were appalled by the
decision, saying it created a
precedent which encouraged
developers to cast aside envi-
ronmental issues.

The development, called
Universal City, has already
been approved in outline by
Havering district council. It
Includes 110 acres of fllm and
television studios and theme
park; four hotels; 2.4 million
square feet of business park
and industrial development,
offlces and shops; 2,000

and flats; and a 175—

acre riverside nature and lei-
sure park.

MCA and their partners,
British Urban Development
and the Rank Organisation,
have begun site evaluation.
The company said the devel-
opment could still go to
northern France if the site
was not suitable.

Tony Young, the company
president, sald he was de-
lighted by the decision and
hoped that conservationists
would now co-operate with
the development of a 428-
alc‘re nature reserve on the
site.

Philip Hurst, of London
Wlldljfe ‘l‘ruat said: “This
am Y o

the protection of SSSIs af-
forded by the Countryside
and Wildlife Act. These safe-
guards are now seen as
pretty meaningless. This is a
premeditated destruction of
a vital habitat. Mr Patten is
fast losing his green veneer."
David Pritchard, of the
Royal Society for the Protec-
tion of Birds, said: **Six hun-
dred acres of this SSSI will
now be destroyed at a stroke,
but Mr Patten has not called
this in for a public inquiry.

of | national importance and yet

Issues of principle have been
raised, it is a matter of

it has been left to the local
authority to make a decision
when it has a vested interest
in it going ahead. How Mr
Patten will be able to hold
his head up in Europe when
he is asked about these
issues, I do not know.

“The recent dismember-
ment of the Nature Conserva-
tion Council must be seen in
context of this decision. It is
now a weakened body, its
resources spread too thin
and its confidence shaken."

Michael Spicer, Plannin
Minister, sald Mr Patten ha
noted that development in
the area would be consistent
with his strategy to redress
the economic imbalance be-
tween the east and west of
London, and .with the
Greater London Develop-
ment Plan. He had consid-
ered carefully the significant
effects for nature conserva.
tion of the development, in
particular within a S5SI, but
had concluded that it was ap-
propriate for the application
to be decided by the local
planning authority. 3
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THE LANCASHIRE AND CHESHIRE FAUNA SOCIETY (FORMERLY COMMITTEE)
(A POTTED AND VERY INCOMPLETE HISTORY)

The idea to make a faunal survey of the two counties was presented
by Dr. W.M Tattersall, keeper of the Manchester Museum to a meeting of
Museum Curators held at Warrimgon in October 1913, This was favourably
received and a public meeting was convened at Manchester Museum on March
14th 1914 at which the committee was founded.

Prominent ornithologists on the Executive Committee were T.A,.Coward,
A.W.Boyd and H.W.Robinson.

T.A.Coward (1867 - 193%) with CHARLES OLDHAM published their VERTEBRATE
FAUNA OF CHESHIRE in 191Q. Coward was a field naturalist of international
repute and published several books and many papers yet never forgot his
work within the Committee. In 1921 he was awarded the degree of Master of
Science by Manchester University for his outstanding work..

After his death in 1933 an appeal established a Memorial Fund to
purchase Marbury Reed Bed and Cotterill Clough in his memory.

After Coward's death the Bird section was taken over by A.W.Boyd (1885
- 1959) who collated and published many thousands of records in the Annual
Reports. Like Coward, Boyd wrote several books, many papers and was a
Pioneer Ringer.

The Committee has always maintained a panel of referees, expert on
their faunal groups to help with identification and recording. To mention
Just a few of these we might single out N.F.ELLISON (Mammals, Reptiles and
Amphibia) HARRY BRITTEN who earned international fame for his encyclopaedic
knowledge of the lesser known families of Insecta. He was swarded the Honorary
Degree of M.Sc. by Manchester University in 1952. He was succeeded by
W.D. HINCKS M.Sc who was awarded a D.Sc. for his work on Dermaptera of the
World.

William Falconer was Britain's senior 'Spiderman' and discovered %
species new to Britain and 7 new to Science. Nora F. McMillan was an
eminent Conchologist.

The years prior to the outbreak of the second World War were lean
ones, as they were during the war itself but reports were published how
and when they could.

The late Professor W.M. Tattersall wrote "The fauna of Lancashire and
Cheshire has been more systematically investigated and is more completely
known than that of any two counties in the whole of the British Isles".

The Fauna Committee is justifiably proud of this fact.

Clifford Oakes, author of 'The Birds of Lancashire! published in 1953
was recorder for several years, succeeded by K.G (Ken) Spencer. Ken used
the criteria for publication that it must add to our knowledge as set out

in Oakes's book and financed the report himself for several years. The

report was available to members only.
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I have aimed to print a much more full account of each years

»

ornithological events and to sell reports to non-members. Don Mirams
has compiled a Ringing report for many years and would welcome a
replacement.

As County recorder. requests for full descriptive details of County
or National rarities in no way cast doubt on any individual but it is
important to bear in mind that he may not know the observer personally
and in years to come when todays ornithologists are not even membries our
records will need to stand the scrutiny of others. Even easily identified
birds like Avocet or Hoopoe should have some detail of plumage, habits,
actions weather, for the reasons given above.

In addition to compiling the report - in recent years with much
needed help - the recorder must liaise with the Secretary of the British
Rirds Rarities Committee and with that of the Rare Breeding Birds Panel
and reply to many queries from resident or visiting birders. He must also
provide all County records on request to any worker doing nationwide or
local surveys.

Finally, may I thank all my friends in Fylde Bird Club for

submitting their notes faithfully each year.

Maurice Jones.

COMMENT FROM L.G.B
At our last meeting the question was asked 'Do we need a County

Report!'. The answer must be 'Yes'. Without the collation of records from
the whole of the county how would researchers and ornithologists from
outside the county get to know of all the work done by groups such as ours.

In his article Maurice refers to the fine tradition of recording in
our county. We owe it to our predecessors to carry on and attempt to
reach the standards they set.

We cannot decide who or how the report is published but we must support
our county report however it is published. We must also support Maurice in
his efforts to raise the standard of recording in the county.Since he began
editing the report the amount of informstion published has increased with
each issue.

As you all know I help Maurice produce the Systematic 1ist in the
report and I see the many letters he receives, none so far have questioned
the need for a County report. I'd like to add my thanks to all of you who

submit records to the Fylde and Lancashire Bird Reports.
Len Blacow
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BFST TAYS WITH FYLDE 3IRDS

T have found that a year having a long hot summer seems to provide
periods of superb birding from mid-August into October. Such a year was
1084 when the memorable Bank Holiday of Monday 27th August ranked as one
of my 'Best days with Fylde Birds' - or in this case, South Shore birds.

wWatson Road Park contained a Tree Pipit, Spotted Flycatcher, 2
Willow Warblers, Grey Wagtail and 2 late Swifts. A Black Tern fed with
Common Terns off South Promenade but the hot spot that day was the bushy
scrubland (or eyesore as a lady councillor described it) on former railway
sidings near South Station, now sadly lost to the Central Car Park. In
two lengthy visits there I turned up a Tree Pipit, Pied and Spotted
Flycatchers (the latter taking a small Tortoiseshell) Lesser Whitethroat,
Wheatear, 4 Willow Warblers and a very wary Garden Warbler. In the heat of
the early afternoon a juvenile Cuckoo was entering Watson Road back gardens.

I was barely half a mile from home all day.

e Stirling

RECENT REPORTS
JANTTARY
The year started with a particularly rainy and raw day with at least

three local observers braving the elements over Wyre. There were 650
Fieldfare observed in the St. Michaels - out Rawcliffe area in two flocks
of 450 and 200. In the same area only 20 Redwings were seen. 500 Pinkfeet
were near the conifer plantation on the out Rawcliffe - Nateby road with
another %00 frequenting the Staynall area. By way of contrast to the wintry
feel of the day a Song Thrush was in song in a Poulton garden.
In the early part of the month the geese over Wyre proved elusive,
no doubt as the result of the disturbance caused by shooting. On the 14th
approximately 500-550 were found roosting on sandbanks in the middle of the
River Wyre keeping company with a similar number of Lapwings on adjacent
banks. 1000 Pinkfeet were at Little Tongues Lane, Preesall on the same day
along with ? Barnacle Geese. The Goose count on the 21st produced 1500 at
out Rawcliffe, 1400 at Preesall, 1200 at Moss Edge, 700 at Fagland Hill,
A3 at Fleetwood and 70 at Newton Marsh - 5,307 in total. Later, on the 28th
2,500 Pinkfeet and 3 adult Ruscian Whitefronts were in the Rawcliffe area.
Marton Mere held its usual good variety and numbers of duck: on the
Ath 352 Teal, 427 Mallard, 23 Shoveler, a male Pintail, %4 Pochard, 29 Tufted,
4 -Goldeneye and a Great Crested Grebe were present. Numbers were similar on
the 7th but 5 Wigeon added to the variety. By the 18th a pair of Great

i

Crested Grebes were present and on the 21st a male Scaup wes also seen.
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Elsewhere three Goldeneye and seven Red Breasted Mergansers were
on the Marine Lake at Fleetwood early in the month. Asusual the number of
Swans and Goldeneye fluctuated as birds commuted between the ICI/CEGB
pools and the Marine Lake. At Lytham 370 Pintail were on the Ribble at
Lytham on the 5th. 4 Gadwall, a good bird for the Fylde, were on the ICI
pool on the 13th. 3 Msle and 2 Female Goosanders were on the Wyre above
Cartford Bridge on the 2lst.

The 14th saw the monthly Birds of Estuaries count on south Morecambe
Bay. As the high tide occurred in the early afternocon it was decided to hold
the monthly low water count on the River Wyre on the same day starting at
first light. Highlights were 800 Lapwing in the Skippool - Shard area with
a further 1900 between Shard and Cartford bridges. A Ruddy Shelduck of
questionable origin was also seen between Skippool and Shard and 6 Long
Tailed Tits were in the hedgerow between these two points.

On the full count in the afternoon there were 1457 Teal (mainly at
Armhill), 176 Wieceon, 27 Goldeneye, 37 Mergansers (Lune Estuary mainly)

615 Shelduck, 6752 Oystercatcher, 6880 Lapwing, 104 Ringed Plover, 784
Turnstone., 31 Black Tailed Godwit, 1067 Curlew and 883% Redshank. A further
600 Curlew and 100 Redshanks were on the fields in the Cockersands area.

Once again the Wader count totals emphasised how important Morecambe
Bay is to both Waders and Wildfowl. Later on in the week there were 1400
Lapwing and 800 Golden Plover in the Fluke - Lane Ends area on flooded fields

The St.Annes shore roost correspondent in the Shape of Maurice Jones
repor*ed 380 Oystercatcher, 32 Ringed Plover, % Turnstone, 400 Sanderling,
1800 Bar Tailed Godwit, 1 Black Tailed Godwit, 1800 Dunlin and 2000 Knot
on. the 14th.

A Jack Snipe and a Spotted Redshank were present at Barnaby Sands on
the 7th. At the coast 56 Little Gulls moved past Rossall on the 13%3th whilst
on the 17th at Anchorsholme 105 Kittiwakes and 55 Little Gulls plus 1
Juvenile Gannet flew south in 1% hours. Also on that day a solitary Little
Gull was on the pool outside St.Annes baths.

Light south westerly winds on the 20th saw 21 Kittiwakes and 19 Little
Gulls pass Starr Gate plus a single Guillemot and Razorbill. A week later
after the gale of the 25th and 26th 85 Kittiwakes and 55 Little Gulls flew
south whilst %95 Common Scoter drifted by on the tide.

Eiders were reported from South Promenade and as far as Lane Ends.
White winged gulls were represented by the 'rerular' but last year distinetly
firregular! Glaucous Gull 'Biffer' which was seen at Fleetwood on the 15th.
An adult Mediterranean was on Knowle High School fields and there are no
prizes for guessing who saw that. The same observer found a colour ringed

Cormorant at Fairhaven on the 30th, the bird having been ringed at St.

Margarets in South Wales.
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Raptors were in abundance at Warton Bank on the 6th with 2 male =2nd
1 female Hen Harrier, single Kestrels and Merlin plus 4 Short Eared Owls.
Female Sparrowhawks and Peregrines were ever present Over Wyre whilst 2
Merlins and a Short Eared hunted Fleetwood MMarsh.

On the passerine front there were 200 Greenfinch in a roost at
Singleton on the 5th plus 60 Redwing and 165 Chaffinch. At the same site
2 Sparrowhawks, 2 Jays, a Tawny Owl and a Woodcock were noted. 27 Chaffinch
were ringed there on the 6th of which 13 were of the 'continental'! type.
0f 24 Chaffinch caught at Eagland Hill on the 21st at least 10 were
similarly of the 'continental' variety. These birds were part of an impressive
mixed flock which comprised 150 Chaffinch, 25 Yellowhammer, 50 Greenfinch
énd 65 Corn SBunting. The ?7th saw 100 plus Skylark, 1 Brambling, 60 Greenfinch
20 Tree Sparrow and 170 plus Chaffinch.in the same area.

Reed Buntings were very noticeable throughout the month many
frequenting Spartina in the Fluke and Knott End areas.

On the 11th 2 Bullfinch were present at Lytham Hall. During the month
there was a small influx of Stonechet with 1 on Fleetwood Marsh, 2 at
Fleetwood CGolf course and ? at the Power Station. A male was also present
& . LSANR on the %rd, 7th and 10th. On the former date Maurice found a dead
Toad at the same site.

FEBRUARY

' The weather continued in the same vein as January i.e mild and very
windy. In early February both Skylark and Corn Bunting could be heard in
song on St.Annes Moss and Veadow Pipits were definitely on the move. At
Eagland on the %rd there were approximately 100 Skylarks.

Meanwhile in a certain ironmongery shop; I'm saying no more except to
gay it's in Vicarage Lene at 11.15 on the 28th a Goldcrest flew in through
an open door. It spent 20 minutes inside being pursued by the owner, who
shall remain nameless; finally succumbing to a net borrowed from the local
pet shop. After it had been released in the Hawthorns across the road it
flew 2l1 of one foot! Since then it was heard on several dates. It had
obviously been wondering what was in the shop and perceptively realised that
the owner was the County Recorder thereby guaranteeing being famous for at
least one day.

On the 4th %0 Fieldfares were on St.Annes Moss whilst 200 were at
Seronkey on the 18th snd %20 at Rawcliffe on the 22nd.

The Pinkfect over Wyre became more approachable as the month progressed.
On Goose Count day on the 10th 9000 Pinkfeet were over Wyre accompanied by
Z adult Russian Whitefronts and 1 Barnacle Goose. A flock of Pinkfest
numbering 1800 were on fields at Fleetwood =nd 1200 were near the M55 junction
at Great FEccleston, these two flocks represent an expansion of the normal

ranpe and it will be interesting to see if the expension continues this

forthcoming winter.
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3y the 18th 5000 Pinkfeet snd 3 Russian Whitefronts had moved to
Mose Edge. Perhaps the best views of the geese this winter were obtained
from Birks Farm st Eagland Hill where the Farmer kindly invited several
members of the Club into nis back garden to view approximately 8000 Pinkfeet
including three leucistics, the % Whitefronts and 1 Bean Goose grazing
contentedly 100 Yards away. What's more to make this a really memorable
occasion he served coffee and biscuits! Many thanks to this gentleman and
his femily for making us so welcome.

On the 4th a female Teal at LSANR became only the 2nd record for the
reserve whilst the 11th saw the first Moorhen return to the Slack.

The Birds of Estuaries count took place on the 11th and totals included
45 Eider in the Lune Estuary, 3289 Oystercatchers, 4646 Dunlin (each one
individually counted) 898 Curlew, 1474 Redshank, 464 Turnstone and one
Spotted Redshank at Lane Ends.

On the same day the St.Annes shore roost held 2500 Bar Tailed Godwits,
2500 Knot, 500 Sanderling, 300 Dunlin, 100 Grey Plover, 292 Oystercatchers
and 2 Turnstone.

Wet fields at Rawcliffe held 140 Redshank and 54 Shelduck on the 22nd.
On the previous day 7 Black Tailed Godwits were in the same area at
Rawcliffe Hall.

A drake Red Breasted Merganser on Lane Ends pcol on the 22nd was
unusual and on the 24th a Slavonian Grebe in winter plumage and 5 Great
Crested Grebes were seen from South Promenade.

The continuing windy weather and particularly the severe gales of the
o6th and 27th brought several Little Gulls and Kittiwakes to-.the shore. 3
storm driven Kittiwakes, one of which was oiled, were seen roosting
separately in gull flocks from Knowle school fields to Central Car Park.
Earlier in the month an immature was found dead at the school on the 12th
and from the 9th - 12th an immature Little Gull frequented Central Car Park.
Little Gulls were seen at Knowle School, 2 at Central Park, 1 at Fairhaven
Lake and for good measure 2 Kittiwakes flew over 5t.Annes Moss with 4 at
Granny's Bay.

The Mediterranean Gull of January was seen at Knowle School on the
9th and presumably the same bird off South Promenade on the 1%th. A dead
Razorbill was found at South Promenade on the 16th.

A Barn Owl, thought to be of the dark breasted race was seen at dusk
at Marton Mere on the 16th, 17th and 18th. Also at the Mere, a female Merlin,
1 Sparrowhawk, a Water Rail end IMaurice's Pheasant' were seen on the 2lst.

CONTRIBUTORS : L.G.Blacow, A.Dawe, B.Dyson, S.P.RBaves, I.Gardner,
M.Jones, M. Myerscough, P.Scholes, Phil Slade,

B otinling.
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POSTCRIPT

During March several members attended the clean uo at
Barnaby's Sands on the 18th and the Spartina dig at Fairhaven on
the 25th. The Barnaby's Sands clean up attracted at least 70 people;
members of the LTNG, 3TCV, Fylde Bird Club and ordinary members of
the public many of whom brought children along to help. The day was
perfect, not too hot, and sfter a short time hard work could be
seen to be paying dividends as the piles of wood, plastic and other
debris grew higher. The wood was burnt on site and much of the other
rubbish was put into bin liners and carted away for disposal.

The efforts of so many people resulted in the general appearance
of the site being rapidly improved - the results were there for all to
see, a relatively clean tide line and massive mounds of rubbish piled beyont

The Spartina dig on the 25th took place under totally different
weather conditions with a cool northerly wind makine it almost a pleasure
to be dipgeing and to keep warm. Approximately 20 people participated, 10
from the BRird Club and the others from the BTCV. The day was graced by
the presence of our Secretary happily now fit and well. He duly appeared
in 'wellies' and dressed for the great outdoors, then advised us that he
was there only in a supervisory capacity. Monty Myerscough sported a
fetching Bushman's hat and was accompanied by a Tractor and a Trailer. This
item certainly helped in the collection of the Spartina and transport to
the skip provided by Fylde Borough Council. Thank you, Monty.

On another subject, the recent gales have severely damaged some of the
Shelters 2long the Promenade. (no, I'm not suggesting another work party).
Most have some slates missing, others have had their seating ripped out
by the combined force of the wind and waves. Sadly I must report that the
Shelter at Starr Gate falls into the latter capacity, the 'gallery' in the
North West guadrant has completely disappeared. Mind you the damage here
is minor when you think that a complete Shelter at Anchorsholme has gone
missing. It is to be hoped that Blackpool Borough Council get their
priorities right and repair the Shelter for the seawatching season shead.

Finally, our congratulations go to Tony Disley who has won this year's
1Richard Richardson Award' for artists under 21, sponsored by British
Bird's magazine, at his first attempt. Most of you will be familiar with
his drawings for the Fylde and Lancashire Bird Reports and T know that
many of you already possess drawings by him - well this proves just how

good he really is - so get your commissions in now! Well done Tony.

A.D



