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FrOM TEE CHAIR

I must apologise to all who attended the May meeting.
I went on holiday thinking the evening had been orgsnised and
you would be enjoying a light hearted quiz. Extra apologies are
due to Andrew who had to ecope without warning or an Agenda and
Fhil who worked so hard to prepare an excellent programme.

As we won't be holding a business meeting until July
I woﬁld like to make a couple of requests in this newsletter.

Work on the current Bird Report is progressing but if
we are to maintain standards we will have to meet the cozt of producing
the report. If any of you can sell some advertising we would be
very grateful.

My second request concerns the 'Birds of FEstuaries BFngquiry!,
the monthly Wader counts. From this Autumn we are planning to revise
and slightly expand our counting area. If we are to succeed we will
need some help: if you can spare one day a month to help with this
importsnt survey pleasse join us, whatever your level of experience.

We can guarantee you a good days birdwatching, a freé annual report
and the possibility of finding a rarity. I hope to see you at

Filling Lane Ends on 14th July.



FOTHT FET.ER, CANADA, SPRING 1991

On Sunday 12th May myself, Frank Bird, Tony Myerscough, Faul Morgan
and Peter Webb set off on a birdwatching holiday to Point Pelee, Canadasa.

Point Pelee is & wooded, long narrow spit of land in 3.Western Ontario
which extends southwards into Lake Erie and is therefore a first landfall
for birds migrating northwards into Canada. Several club members had visited
the area before us and recounted tales of huge numbers of birds if
conditions were favourable.

It wae with consgidersble antieipation therefore that we srrived at
Manchester sirport at 5.40zam and hurried through to check in. There was a
minor hiteh when one member of the proup left his hand luggape outside on
the pavement. Psul Morgan had organised the trip and had =211 the tickets
and as we checked in asked for everyone's pagsport., This was to start a
major panic as a certain person went deathly white and announced that he
hadn't got hisg passport. A4 long search of his person and his bagpage ensued
whilst the girl behind the desk announced "therel's always one", The passport
could not be found and he dashed off to phone home. He had just succeeded
in petting his wife out of bed and searching the house when another member
of the party put his hand into his bag and found the passport immediately.
What a relief! The rest of the queue who had fallen about laughing quickly
gettled down again and normality returned.

The flight was uneventful and on landing we collected our luggacze and
set off to pieck up the hire car. However a small holdup again ensued as the
game member of the party announced that he had left his triped on the
luggage carousel snd dashed off to retrieve it! Now come on folks, you're
only allowed one guess a3 to the idéntity of Mr. Forgetful! Socon we were
lo~ded up and set off on the drive from Toronto to Leamington, where we were
staying. It was sbsolutely red hot and most of us were dressed for Arctic
conditions having heard some of the stories told by previous visitors at
this time of the year. A stop for refreshments was soon required and a
"Whopper Combo" - a huge beefburger with all sorts of filling slid nicely
into a small corner. By now the birdwastching had started in earnest from
the car snd several birds were ticked off en route, although I was of the
opinion that the odd one was, shall we say, "doubtful".

We arrived at Leamington and checked in at the Motel. This was fairly
basic but nevertheless clean and adequate. A guick couple of hours
birdwatching locally revealed that there was plenty to see and next morning
we ﬁere up bright and early and drove to Pelee to walk to the point. There
had obviously been a fall just before our arrival and various Warblers,
Oricles and Vireos ete hung from every tree. It was difficult where to look
next. Blackburnian Warblers, American Redstarts, ¥Yellow rumped Warblers,
Mapnolis Warblers, Northern Oricles etc. seemed everywhere as well as some
rarer species such ss Hooded Werbler and Prothonotary Warbler. It was
unbelievable birdwatching. Several visits were made during the fortnight to



the point end exploring the various trails and there was always that feeling
that you never knew what could turn up. It's always funny to see the look
on people's faces when they ask you where you went whilst on holiday and
you tell them that you visited all the local sewage farms, but that is
exactly what we did!. These produced an excellent variety of Waders over the
two weeks including Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Least Sandpipers, Semi
FPalmated Sandpipers, thort billed Dowitchers, Stilt Sandpiper, White Rumped
Sandpipers, Red-knecked Phalaropes ete. One particular highlipght was when
after turning up a Ruff - a local rarity - a full summer plumage Wilson's
Phalarope flew in. 411 the party were busy taking in the superb plumape
of the Phalarope whilst the American's present weren't interested and were
jumping up and down anxiously asking us to point out the Ruff to them!
fnother good area to visit fairly locally was Rondeau National Park
and it was here that most of the Tarushes such as Swalnson's, Crey cheeked,
Veery and Wood Thrush were seen together with Ovenbird. It was also good
for Woodpeckers and one member of the party was especially keen to see all
the species available. In fact, you could say that he had a 'thing! about
Woodpeckers which quickly led to him being christened 'Tony Pecker'. He was
over the moon when Red Headed end Red Bellied Woodpeckers were seen although
Pileated Woodpecker proved elusive being seen only by one person st Long
Point on the way baek to Toronto.

As the second week wore on and the weather was still red hot (between
80° & QGiF} no further falls occurred. The weather was just too good. FRach
morning at the point new birds continued to trickle through however snd a
Western Kingbird, a& rarity in Ontario provided a highlight on one morning.
However, each time we visited the sewage beds the species of birds seemead
to alter and visits to other sites fairly locally continued to provide us
with excellent birdwatching.

The trip finished with a visit to Niagara Falls, a must for everyone.
Over the holiday we notched up 193 species including 28 species of Warbler,
6 species of Virio, 10 species of Flycatcher, 11 species of Sparrow, and
around 15 species of Waders. I personally had over 120 new species. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the holiday and I have no hesitation in recommending it.
The food is excellent and very reasonable. Everything is very civilised
and the people very {riendly and polite - even the Americans! Finally, I
cannot let the trip pesss without knocking one or two myths on the head,
hopefully for good. Firstly, I have it on the authority of the two other
people who roomed with me that I definitely do not snore and secondly I
drank 6 #pt cans of lager during the fortnight éffectively killing off the

rumour that I am prone to drinking copious gquantities of ale!

ALJ HINCHLIFFE.



RECENT REPORTS

MARCH

The Cettis Warbler at the Mere was =2till present on the 13%3th when_ it
was heard in song. Previously, on the 6th it was heard to sing on at least
6 occasions. The chances of it finding a mate were, not to put a fine point
on it, extremely slim, so it wasn't entirely unexpected when no reports of
its presence at the end of the month were received.

Not to be outdone the American Bittern remained all month slthough it
became rather elusive largely as a result of the growth of foliape on the
island and surrounding the Mere itself. It didn't bresk into song - does
this mean it was a female? The National Geographic Sceciety field guide
states that it has a distinctive szong "oonk-a-lunk" - gquote — "most often
heard at dusk as it skulks in dense marsh reeds". Hands up those who may
heve heard it sing after zll.

You may remember from the last Newsletter that we lef't Ed in the
Greyhound Stadium at Blackpool closely observing Stonechat. Well, a pair
were present on the 18t and remained until the 5th and no doubt Ed was
there on the 6th to discover that they had gone.

Spring arrived on the 10th in the shape of Wheatears st South Station
found by guess who? and one at Pontins Camp no doubt wondering where the
Oystercatchers had disappeared to from the Cafe roof. The firat song of
Meadow Pipits was also heard by Masurice on that day at L3ANR and Fd came
acrogs a female Stonechat at Sguires Gate Industriasl Estate.

A female Wheatesr was at Harrowside, South Shore on the 14th and 4
Wheatears were at LSANR on the 17th and ?7th. Passape seemed to be thin
with only a report of ? Wheatears and B6 Meadow Pipits at Hossall School
on the 1%th, 7 at Fleetwood on the 17th and 5 on the 29th.

3 Jack Snipe were in the slack at LSANR on the 10th. At Ribby a floek
of 140 Tree Sparrowa were present on the 16th, ; :

Mareh usually sees an influx of geese into Over Wyre and this yesar was
no exception with not only good numbers but also & pgood variety. The %rd
saw approximately 4000 Pinkfeet on the reclaimed marsh between Lane Ends
and Fluke Hall whiech was unusual in itgelf. I think this was the first time
that a large flock of geese had been in this particular area since the marsh
had been reclaimed. Correct me if I'm wrong anyohel! Amongst the Pinkfeet
were 5 Adult end ? immature Russian Whitefronts, 1 Greylag, 2 Bean Geese
(2 Rossi .s snd a Fabalis) % Barnacles, 1 Dark Bellied PBrent snd ? Canada
Geese (1 small and 1 large). The wonderful quality of the light made for
some superb views. Quite a spectacle with sound accompaniment.

Just down the road at Green Dicks Lane were another flock of 33-4000
Pinkfeet which held ancther 'fabalis! Bean.

The Geese continued to be Wiewable' throughout the month. On the 10th
a flock of approximately B000 Pinkfeet at Pilling held a similsr variety
of apecies supplemented by 1 adult and ? juvenile Greenland Whitefronts,

A leucistic Pinkfool was also present in the main flock.



Small parties of Brent Geese have been seen on several previous
occasions in the Fylde however a flock of 20 Dark Bellied at Lane FEnds,
also on the 10th was extremely unususl. 13, probably part of the same flock,
but who knows, were still there on the 17th. .The influx of observers to
Over Wyre also resulted in sightings of other species. Little Owls which
seem to have declined in several of their old haunts there, were seen st
Fagland Hill, where ? were present and 1 was also seen at Nateby. The
regular Tawny Owls were present at Crimbles and at Rawecliffe. I use the
word regular with certain misgivings - odds on if you want to see a Tawny
Owl and visit these spots they're not there as a certsin team in recent
Bird Races have found to their cost. On the 74th a Barn Owl was 2een nesr
Churchtown.

On the 10th 27 adult and 1 juvenile Whooper Swan were on the banks of
the River Wyre at Cartford along with 2 Goldeneye. On the 17th, the day of
the Wader count additional interest was provided in the shape of an Avocet
at Condor Green which had been noted in earlier months on the Wyre, at
Lytham and at Hest Bank. Even allowing for its close proximity it still
managed to disappear for a while on the sloping mud basnks of the Lune.

At Lane Ends on the 17th a flock of 38 Twite were seen glong with 1
Grey Wagtail and 25 Goldfinech.

At the Mere a pair of Scaup appeared on the 6th and there was the. -

usual good variety of Duck present on the 10th with 4 Great Crested Grebes,
60 Mallard, 61 Teal, 39 Pochard, 14 Tufted, 7 Goldeneye and a flock of

?5% Common Gull but no Ring Bills! Sand Martins were seen from the 23rd
but predictably Duck numbers declined at the month end with 39 Tesl, 24
Tufted, 2 Pochard, 5 Goldeneye and =a solitary Shoveler.

Adult Mediterranean Gulls were seen at Hambleton Marsh by Christopher
Batty and Daniel Woods and another was seen by Ed at Arnold School playing
fields on the 17th and at Knowle High School on the 19th. Who's watching
Queen Mary and King Edward's school playing fields? Yes, FEd.

I almost hesitated when I was about to write - sea watching was once
agein productive - but its true! March is an excellent time for seeing pood
numbers of birds on passage and also for seeing a good variety too.

Red Throated Diver numbers have been well up this winter on the Fylde
coast. 7 were off Starr Gate on the 2nd with a more normal ? there on the
3rd and the 10th. Fine but hazy conditions with a light somtherly wind on
the 16th produced 3% flying past the Starr Gate shelter. On the same day
there were 19 Grest Crested Grebesz, 2 Slavonian Grebes and_13%5% Scoter. For
good measure there were 3 Little Gulls, 1 Fulmar, a Kittiwake and = pair
of Eider. T Wigeon flew south.

On the 14th 96 Eider were off North Promenade, a larpge number for this
area. At South Promenade 4 Seaup flew south on the 17th and ? on the 23%rd.
A seawatech at Rossall on the ?9th included 1 Red Throated Diver, 1 adult
Gannet, 1% male and 13 female Mergansers, ? male Scaup with 27 Eider, 5



adult Kittiwakes and ? Sandwich Terns. Just to show that seawatching igntt
just looking at sea birds, 36 Meadow Pipits and 5 Wagtails moved north.

At the month end Newton Marsh still held 40 Wigeon and 10 Black Tailed
Godwits. On the %0th at Fcelesgate, Marton Moss Maurice observed 2 Ring
Necked Parakeets calling at 0900. They had been at liberty for spproximately
two weeks. On the 31st Maurice saw a male Wheatear at LSANR plus & new
candidate for the dead Mammal section of the Newsletter - a Pyemy Shrew. He
doesn't say how it met its demise but think its safe to assume that it
wasn't savaged by a male Wheatear.

APRIL

The American Bittern was present all month with particularly good views
being obtained on the 14th as it worked its way salong the edge of the ialand
at 1760 hours.

Cormorants are regular in small numbers at the Mere however an adult -
to quote the classic pPhraseology - displaying the characteristics of the
continental race "sinensis" was seen by Msurice on the T7th and the 14 th.

Spring passage picked up somewhat from.the start of the month but
generally most species sesmed to be late and few in mumbers posaibly as =
result of generally adverse northerly winds combined with the effects of s
harsh winter. On the 7”nd at Fleetwood there were 16 Wheatear at the
Power Stsation area and 180 Meadow Pipits.Tne following day saw 16 Wheatear
at the Mere with parties continuing to pass throughout the month,

Single Ring Cusels were there on the 2nd and 8th, Common Sandpiper and
Swallows on the 12th. A Sedge Warbler on the 13th egualled the earliest
Lancashire record. 2 House Martins, 30 Willow Warbler and 30 Wheatear were
also present on that day. %4 Wheatears were at Rossall on the 11th. The 1%th
was also an exceptionally good day for Wheatears with 10 on St.Annes Moss,
30 on Common Edge football fields plus a minimum of 1% st Fleetwood.

In a 5 hour watch at Rossall on the 13th %35 Meadow Pipits, 21 White
Wagtail, 5 Goldfinch, 1 Twite, 26 Linnets, 9 Siskin and S Swallows were seen
plus 2 Kestrels flying out across the bay. A Merlin and Peregrine
terrorised the Wader flocks.

At Bourne Hill 3 Goldcrests were in the bushes. This species seems to
have been particularly badly hit by the hard winter with very few being seen
on passage.

2 Chiffchaffs, a Willow Warbler and a Golderest in song were at Witeh
Wood, Ansdell on the 10th.

Yellow Wagtails have becore decidedly scarce both on passage and as a
breeding species in the Fylde so it was good to hear one call as it flew

over Bank Lane, Warton on the 21st. 2 flying past Rossall on the ?8th
afforded better views . White Wapgteils by comparison seemed more abundant

with & at Rossall on the ?7th and 45 there on the 28th. Tree Pipits also
flew over Rossall with twe there on the 27th and 9 on the 28Bth. The first



? Whinechats of the year were at Jameson Road, Fleetwood on the 27th. Tt
was rather strange to =zee these plus 15 Wheatears and then to drive further
along the road and find a solitary Fieldfare stood on a mound of rubble.

A Reed Warbler was singing at the Mere on the 24th and the first two
Vhitethroats appesared on the 28th.

House Martins were seen at Rossall on the 27th and 28th. On this latter
date 117 Bwallows flew north in 7 hours.

If March was excellent for seawatching then April was every bit as
good. On the 13th 2 Little Terns; again an earliest Lancashire record; 8
Sandwich Terns and 48 Kittiwakes flew past in light north easterly windas,

2 Whimbrel also flew past whilst S Purple Sandpipers were in with a flock
of 350 Turnstones. On the 20th an Arctic Tern, 7 Sandwich Ternsz and 5 Little
Gull were seen.

At Starr Gate on the 213t misty conditions with a south westerly force
3 produced 12 Sandwich Terns, 1% Fulmar, 272 Gannet and % Red Throated
Divers. The bonus was a dark phase Arctic Skua flying south.

The ?8th at Rossall in light south easterlies produced an excellent
selection of species:- 1 female Tong Tailed Duck, 24 Arectiec, 5 Little; 4
Sandwich and 20 Common Terna, 4000 Knot, 16 Mergansers, 5 Gannet, 3 Red
Throated Divers, 1 Razorbill, 1 Guillemot, 12 Common and 1 male Velvet Seoter
A Pomarine Skua was seen flying into the Bay. Altogether an excellent day.

The St.Annes shore roost held 1000 Dunlin, 450 Sanderling and 68 Ringed
Plover on the 14th. 250 Black Tailed Godwits were at Fairhaven on the 17th
and on the same day 317 on the River Wyre. Golden Plover were on Spring
migration with 442 at Weeton on the 14th and 300 at Stalmine on the zame day.

A Greenshank was at Newton Pool on the 21st and on the ssme day =
Lapwing was seen with one young which had fledged that day.

The Pinkfeet Over Wyre remained well into the month. On the 14th 1000
~were still present at Moss Edge and on the 21st a similar number were there
sccompanied by 1 Greylag and a dark bellied Brent.

At the Mere a Short Eared Owl was seen on the 12th. Bad news from the
Mere came in the form of a dead Great Crested Grebe killed by a Mink. It's
8 pity that in this case that the Mink didn't appear in the dead Mammal
section of the Newsletter!

CONTRIBUTORS: L.G.Blacow, A,.Dawe, B.Dyson, M.Jones, D.J.MeGrath

M.Myerscough, P.Scholes, Paul Jlade, R.Stinger,
E.3tirling.



As you will no doubt notice there are no details of the Wader numbers
for the Birds of Estuaries counts on South Morecambe Bay in the preceding
reports., It's often hard to convey in a meaningful form the numbers and
variety of birds seen during the counts. In an effort to present it in a
better kind of way forms have been produced giving details of the numbers
and in what section of the Bay they've been seen., Count details will
sppear in every Newsletter from this one so that comparisons can be made
on a month to month basis.

Details of counts outside the B.C.E.E will continue to be included;
which reminds me, if you're looking for s relaxing, meaningful, enjoyable..
-..5upply your own adjectives, day out, counting Waders, then contact Len
and come along on g Wader count. You'll enjoy it.

A,.T,

FOSTCRIPT

The newly refurbished shelter at Ztarr Gate was given a full testing
on Sundsy 9th June in a moderate south westerly wind. Three guinea pigs
namely the Chairman, the Lancashire County Recorder and myzelf had a
ceremonial spilling of coffee and dropping of crumbs to declare the shelter
open. In its new livery of green and cream (surely a job lot from Blackpoal
Transport?) it stood up well to the conditions and éven better the roof
remained intsct, not letting a single drop of water through during a
particularly heavy shower. It also gave protection to two fishermen, who:
and you'll find this hard to believe: stocd there for hours gazing out to
sea and didn't have a blte never mind a fish. Why they came into the
shelter from the rain was & complete surprise to the three of us as they'd
been a' standing target for every wave that broke over the sea wall, What's
g 1little rain after thaet? Still, it takes all =zorts.

Although Sunday was an early start it was nothing compared to the
previous week when an 0240 get up was called for in order to be at Brock
for the Dawn Chorus walk organised by Wyre Borough in conjunetion with the
Bird Club. Surprisingly, to me anyway, 2?1 people had booked on the walk
programmed to start at 0400. For the first half hour I felt completely
disorientated; out of habitat, no seabirds, sleep walking and it was chilly
no, I lie, it was downright cold, never mind unseasonal, and thermals
wouldn't have gone amiss.

The birds, thankfully, didn't seem to be too affected; we saw or heard
most of the expected species but missed things like Spotted Flycatcher
and maybe Redstart which s bit of sunshine might juat have encouraged to
perform for a definitely keen gsudience.

Rain starting at 0750 on the last leg of the walk 'set in' for the

morning and brought an end to the birding.



I don't know whether you've seen the leaflet published by Wyre Borough
but they have a programme to cater for a2 wide range of interests throughout
the whole of 1991. Personally I think they deserve every encouragement
for their efforta. So far as their commitment to local conservation is
concerned they are in a different league from the other locsl councils.

The North West Water proposals for a three mile sewage pipe extending
from Rossall Point have not surprisingly, resulted in s deluge of mail to
the Editor. Questions concerning the feasibility of it's construction and
how it will affect the bird life of Morecambe Bay have been dropping through
my letter box sinece the scheme was first announced.

dome of the gquestions and answers are given below but if you need 2 more
in depth analysis then undoubtedly North West Water are the people to contac

Q. Will I be able to walk along the pipe and will NWW construct a
hide at the end of it?

A. TYes, if you've got the right kind of deep sea equipment and no,
probably not yet.

Q. FPetrels are often seen in Morecambe Bay during Autumn. Will I have
to take my own 'chum' along to see them?

A. 'Well, they do say two's company.

Q. Will the construction of an undersea outfsall with primary and

secondary treatment of sewage reslly mean clean seas off the Fyldepoaq

A. No, its just a pipedream but it will initially lesd to a slipght
improvement in water quality. Wwhat you should reslly do is write to
your local M.P pointing out that as s member of Save our Sewape youlre
concerned that this will adversely affect the quality of food
available to bird life in the Ray, particularly any rare Gulls which
might just be psssing through.

Q. Councillor Louise ¥llman has asked for a tertiary level of treatment.
What is thig?

A. Search me, I didn't know sewage had feathers.

Q. I am a birdwatcher but also a keen angler. Vvhich other species of fish
will be attracted to the outfall?

A. Definitely Pipefish.

A Publie enquiry would seem to be the logical next step after the
gnnouncement of this scheme so go along and ask your questions.

A Postseript wouldn't be complete without a mention of our Secretary.
Firat, I'd like to thank him for the excellent account of his Point Pelee
trip; but can you really believe that he went without alcholic beverage
for four whole days? I'm not saying anything; T don't want any more
unsigned threatening letters.

A.D.
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1991

MAY 15

JUNE 19

JULY 17
AUGUST 21
SEPTEMBER 18
OCTOBER 16
NOVFMBER 20

DECFMBER 18

1992
JARNTTARY 15
FEBRTARY 19

MARCH 18

¥WILDE RTRD CLUB PROGRAMME

Business Meeting & Quiz (Bird Calls and Songs)

Steve White - "Seaforth".

Pusiness Meeting and Member's Slides.

Roger Scholes - "Costa Riea'.

Buasiness Meeting & Phil Slade "Spring at Long Foint,
Harry Andrew "Montenegro - A Naturalists Paradise",
Ringing Station and

Canada.

FPeter Marsh - "Heysham Hature Heserve,
Migration Pointn,

A.G.M Businesz Meeting and Christmas Raffle.

Mike McKavitee - "Birds % Animals of the Kenya Bush".
Buginess Mesting % Bird Thetographice Competition.

Business Meeting and Member's Slides.



BIRDS / Brian Unwin

Homing in on the Hebrides

RECENT evénls must have
delighted promoters of toars
ism in the Ouler Helrides for
they considerably enhanced
ihe bird-watching status of
these remsote islands,

They have somewhat
slippad from the main
twitcher trail slace the mid-
E!efeh"“ when a Steller's
edder from Arctic Russis and
an American pled-billed

— thee far Britain
in edch cage — emded long,
crawd-pulli 5.

However, nds have
continued to produce unusual
bird reports and quite like
rarilies have gone o
with not enough bird watch-

remarkable movement over

the next ﬂ:lrtnl.%ht.

Around 1,200 of these
elegant and uncommon sea.
birds = plus 5 pomarioe
skuay = were soen olf this
headland and, 10 a greater
exteat off Aird an Runair, the
mast wester] nt of aacth
Uist, mear ranald, up to
May 1.

At least 424 long-tailed
skuas passed on the 13th and
300 on the 19th, the largest
numbars ever noted in British
waters, Another all-time re-
cord was sob by a single Aock
of over 120, w must have
been an awesarme sight,

The significance of these

hawve been dug to bird watch-
ers being in the right place as
northewesterly winds drifted
in exceptional nombers of
skuas migrating from their
winter haunts, mainly off
South Africa, to their 5
m.gf-nunqsm tho Arctic,
that foc ool and pomating
alled and pomaring
skuas bave been seon much:
mure often than usual in other
puuuv;ﬂthurththisspdn:.

Marines werg
recorded off neas-on-5ol-
way in Cumbria, between
April 23 and May 4. Smaller
oumbers have been. spodted
off Heysham, Lancashire,

Head, Humbsr-

MY COLLEAGUE Robin
E:lﬂ :_T.I'I’H"-‘ll-l a few

gl -Hu'luumluluilutpr

statigtics is underlined by the
fart that until recent times
the average total of this
mﬂ'l.leﬂ- recarded in the whole
of Britain and Ireland in a full
year was around S0,

What i& not clear is whether
the fortunate. shservars were

ers bein n‘ﬁ?ﬂ'ﬂi ta go to
the trouble of travelling to
such an isalated spat,
However, that may chan

after the exciting run of birds
ced particularly on
Horth Uist and South Uist
i Chik:ibegan, othi a

ally & unnoticed in - the

past through laciuod

from thie Atétic, on N
CUMEr
Certainly sl lednr reduil

on April 20, follewed byakill -
doer] s menidan
specied, in ' the fkland 'y Bal-
ranald area, on May 5. ..
Mext day a long-tailed skaa
was seen off Ardivachar
Foint, South Uist, a sighting

Aithough o notbiag like this
on oo

scale —In the past acpdcl;;
perhaps this is the case,

which sct the pace for &  On ihe other hand, it may

Mute swans make
a stealthy return

By Juwtaw Rorwms

THE mute ywan is under- died from lead poisoni
mnd i¥ cansing 8 com

wt many of their iraditional
haunts, Before lead fishing

witnessing - regular, spring chaded besn. reperted, six of
LTl T T aj,ﬁﬂ':{r\-

A B i,

izl liBol maybo- th pedra

least one maiﬁhﬁcug mmuzéﬂni.lh-ium‘s hag t:;en a nnnif
ehr

t.lifb
ﬁ'.l.u. and Whitbwm, Tyoe and

ear, q
Also offbeat have been the There was & time when the
Eln:tmutn pa:l.l":ucl:: “‘“ iy '::;]'Dﬂ of our
skuas along I ! Ink
Siriaing Anast nf'England.. its populaiion fell 1o -?:

where they are very rarel
seen In spring. At least 1

them off Seaton, Sluice,
Horthumberland, last

off .phenomenon, poesibly
influenced by what everyone
must agree has been this
spring's highly unseasonal
wiallyer.

Feather report

Stockhausen
; of the WOOdS

u he m astonishing

the severs
-‘""Tllt in the
of Lhe Hll.uﬁl:..u“ﬂ':
:‘i'"iﬂ wintors. Furiher

ecy 4

The sand martin suffored
similar disaster,, int'lh:
house marlin bas held §

e

eha
s butl

limit of the nightingals range,
exotle &ra,

find i
ﬁfi:: rbm Lhe :ﬂ:n:uﬁ
vty there are plenty of

The swall :
.ﬁﬂdr‘: 0w r.q“ alsa
cantiiiies to decllne

Wugtialion: WECHAT] wWaoos

Returning migrants: swallow and house martin

mhl.éﬂ“qll:k Lin
ﬁuﬁ-m;u;";

mgs rabhing it of

5]
St Bt o
[arming mmmr :ﬁ“ s
Robert Burton

ol
pccording 1o  national cen-  weights  were banmed i sound kn British birding  and, though
lu;ﬂm:binh. ; :a::;w lq{lﬂﬂh.: hv:ﬂa;‘u'fmmuw' Ermmmmt;‘u?mh
i s though . n bilnckhied v ed
Ihet}mdwduﬁn;l:: dyiig esch year as a resuli of + than & screaming jay. It is in wu-di‘i“ﬁ;,-lubdmmn;;
latz 19805 has more than S*aliowing ihe lead that o some phrases simpler than making 8 comeback,
replaced the thousands that m#rﬂ;::::dmm ¢ mmmw“‘“ “{;mu:uidhmm'lm
The survey of mute swan -, Stockhausen sounds that even  tends 0 think of woods ps
numbers carmied oat during ; upsiage an Indefani miod- ining fragments of Beii- i
the eardy cummer of 1950 i ernist Him the skylark Tiisthe aln's atavistic ot Hfe, chunk of woods will i
shows that the birds are nigh . soc most English woodland is - what aightingales Eke best,  the high - forest WE
{ Mourishing and popualation - Wespealmost into summer, a3 much a man-made land-  The 'mhmwm-ﬂ':m"
kevels are higher than they 1, 80 this is gottlag closs 1o belng  #cape ss the green descriz of w:ﬂmmﬁwﬁhmm uthatches s
have been for st beast 40 .. your bust chance to bear them  Lincolnshire, Mhﬁmhmmwm' and s,
O some of England's ‘“.“W-I*“lm‘ﬂhh Woodland was tradit . the Continent It is found in  mansged ;‘" dwliﬂl
river systems, most : mizsed. The sound is belling, rgmud,m [T rivertide scrub, also other wum
- “'*.T"".“»:m“ ﬂumu.gmﬁﬁ Yivatcd a2 source of foad and  kinds ol scrub thatdo notexist  thrushes and warblers. e
arwickshire  Avon, o a3 building materisls, One of the G i .
Ree ey | N il oy ool St Lo o b skt
n the 1 . I g This 3 right
last coneus  was  taken, birder's, year at they proclaim mvﬂrueuldng':ﬂumntfu mm&mm -“mmphmqfa
according to Simen Delany, - thedr tervitories and win thelr ground level: Abe bass  in m thicket of poles whers the mm lm'mmwm
special surveys offices for c Mady, Cos ase on the  spring shoots that thicken into  cover extends 1o ground level. - closod. These places aoe coan,
the Wildfowl and Wetlands : meat, they shut up. So far a5 poles The poles were har- kit v Sl O b g o
Trust, : WTE concerned, mamrh}ﬂr&.ﬁm- rom there; they trampet  netural mg.:,:]
The survey wis commis- lullmllllruih;mmlnhg o (he trec and the use out thelr aong, quits ul.li:'ﬂm.duy
sloned by the Malure Ce. mm week in June, the poles were intended for. invisibly, and the aressmucha part of our past
the b G . Thefincst, loudestand most As life changed, poople had  ground akmost shake wiih binds
dn:lh!nrﬂbdhliwﬁ!bu furious singers wis. the best lass need for poles to  passion of Ii. 3 -mwm”'ih '
| published carly in 1992 i o betirved, It avant warmih and sheher. * Coppicing s & form of
“Therc has been an undoub- maics, How l:-; - waas les managsment of: management that hes coms SMON BARNES
ted increase in. numbers s il e to woodland, and much lem  backinto fashion, Theartand @ What's sbosts Birders —
throughout the country of || " ind Blackbinh, make Soch 8 gy e e e Lo et racbions] wood- Chck gatbeings of o
nt = 2 L
-t YT o e e o e
cause mast certainly world, with its asionishing . sl i
s W P g virtuows efects I 8 4150 the with- flovers - shd Lo e I e o o Mo WAl winged Back ten,
weights,” Mr Delany Ginger Baker, with ils thrum- covering plants. Thott by somm o 8 d by MWM
ml.ngﬂ-,lu;ﬁ'ummmlan - m;mnﬂ.l.h W Iy butler-  trusts and sational Iﬂodhc,m Kent, muw“ ar
from Stvern Dies coppice poles  The practice opens Seqford, Suter, Frow
the Humber is the northern  develop, they creai an impen-  woods and fills them with life.  Birdline 0899 700213
THE MALE redstart Is h.i_i.n] k-and-white
sikiog. bt \S 3 whis NR&ITUI{E n:m"i;::r?:pl; .::",g{ NATURE NOTE
OTE rump a . Bometimes
throat, ae well as the red ides ate down to THE BUFF, in winter, enslly distin-  males meet
rump and tail that gives the et ole ““r":ﬁ”ﬁ and o oyl m&':r'n:rfmn:mn R o quspitey g
s £ s eplays are . rlong the share. If is not The
| Eﬂi:-{ the Old English for - ﬂfﬁﬁfﬁu’ﬂ?ﬁ m&:ﬁlﬁﬂ (larly common st thia time, but it is cven plﬂm'[smhmmk- f:::
Az is often the case with trees with holes for nesting, redstart's close relative, but e P R wetiied '0a 5 Bl faslly o ber e Tais e oy e
hirr!l:u appear tnhqdn: ;Jllmnﬁu ;rwi:‘li nest hhﬁh:ﬂhﬁq‘uﬁﬂh hudh&'ilu about & ceminry nge. But m;mnmhmpfuﬂmb“'ﬂhlt
From warmer winter bomes, under -roots piles FOON @5 4 - ‘withi !
the male armives first, of stones, and neatbaxes are  nals scceptance by bringing m'.li.“ %WLEWI: w-ﬁmﬂd;'""r:ﬁ
driven by the need to arrive  acceptable. Thess aré the some pest material, the " meadows of the Ouse Washes Lo its I Itlllﬂ"lmm
oo ng grounds ac soon  scenes of the mala redstart’s  male’s part in uula’ up s comtrist Lo the winter Bird,  The males
4 canditbons allow eo be can v:ﬂ-mmudhphy, home is finlshed and he the mule ruff In summer ia 8 dandy, It davel Ao ll-luianﬂ in different cal-
cwetﬁllﬂ:ﬂlﬂlﬂ for a aving found & sultable rarely enters the pest until it opd & mass of loose Feathers aromnd (ho bead et “m ui of rask. The highesi-
:méﬁmﬁnremlhl :’:‘“’FE'EEW"““:EI:" is umghlgm:h?ldmm abd Meck witich can b £rociad fomiie ranking soguire U mesat mates,
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Maltese cross-hairs

- Feather report-
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Malia bns the worst record
for shooting In the Mediterms-

nean, snd it has taken

prodected  birds, of
which beeed in Britsin, The

]

:
A
HEH B0
iéégz'ﬁ'ﬁ-
lifteel L
Hi |

E
g2a
E‘F
EF

Y

i g

iﬁl E- f
i

;
i
:

Malta bas for centuries been
birds
Africa

2
~

migrating ;

tradition of shooting them be-
gAn 83 & psarch for food: the
o beoareley

fad is to have o bigger collec-
tion of Fluffed birds than your

and up through ltaly. The -

on British birds

'Spring migration on ice

Apeil B paws S et
wi ]
::EIE_H'I&.“M& qtlﬁﬂn{“
on joe. iTer-
ence this tima is that the cabd
and resulting near bind
inactivity has been pro-
iracted. I cannot recall over
the past 25 years ever having
seen such a gmall range of
summer visitors by the start
g h of this is
H course, much of this
-due to my lecation on & -
o s et ol
ic ic e
been :_glnwlu off the Narth
&ea with frustrating regular-
City recently,
quﬁic‘ihhm“lﬂtﬁ
species we expect
s mow have appeared la narth-
~orn Britaln, usually in more
shollered, southern areas, fit
would be fair to say that gen-
'erally the build-up has been
_':hw.b':bm Jm'nr:r uurth;
- 2, =0 Bveral raporis
rarities with Humberside, as
was the case in March, scoap-
ing A pramineat share of the
- outslanding events,
One ofi the briel milder
interludes produced a great
spelted cuchoo at Easington,

Brian Unwin

near Spurn Point, on the 10t
then an al n.emifrnewiqk
tha arctic 1nlafdrthat-:h=.:
begin 0 BWEED Ove

uu::fgrr on the gﬁt.l:. In
ngeen. a S:l:!,.:’ warbler
sang near Beverbey,

:il:nt surprisingly, it was
l“ttil:u“ 0 days, qiu the
weather began warm u
again, beforg unlh::uhi:s
more afsociated with south-

was e
i a
G'::-'nedd, and & Savi's war-
bler from Leighton Moss
Reserve

two cranes and a black.
winged stilt appeared in

ordshire, a litthe ogret
rted from Mers
gopoe from Har

, Lancashire.
Also over the weekend a

black stork was seon on Shok-
holm Island and then Ayi
aver neighbouring Skomer of
the West Wales coasi. Could
this bave been
vidual secn about 3 week ear-
lier at 5t A

the same indi-
phin Clwyd?

. ing the preceding intor.
em Eurvpean climates was l'l]o\f:tﬁiherﬁr winids, reach-
reporte in sorth-east jing their peak over April ]9

2, seabird passage was the

Eglgga ;
15 was a subalping war
bler on the Farne Islands Last
Friday., Coinciding with it
were three avocets in Morth.
umberiand, one oo the coast
at Beadnell and two at
Halywell Pond which later
tnaved to the Blyth Estuary.
Obvicusly a minl-surga was
in progress for the weckend,
bringing the frst rarithes: a
zuhwt-toed lark and a littie
nting ta Fair [5le.
Meanwhile, in Ircland a
Elossy ibis Aew over Dolfast,

main focus of atlention,
although the time of Fear
Feant o great varioty.

were surprises on the

Humberside coast, Four
Leach's etrels
recorded ul'.IF
Storm petrels appoared off
Holmpton and another in the
Humber Estuary off Goxhill
— all unusual in spring.

The mast consistent afbeat
seabird activity, however, hag
bean on the West Coast, with
an lmpressive total of 34

weErn
Hornsea, three

pombrine shuss bound for the
pass|
 Blnce the

retic tu

AEEE-0m-Solw,
- 2nd — 16 last L
. Odder still was a weekend's
inland report of a long-tailed

skua, also heading for the ing new techniques to keep jet and severl ey ihe
Arctie, .-p.ninghfwer the Bocks of Canada geess away control fower has had 1o Fop
Washburn Valley north of Ot- from ncarby felds, lakes and all fights uatd & flock hee
ley in Yorkshire, X FESOrVOErs, Paniad. 5 \
oturning to land birds, The birds, which are rapldly ~ Tony Sayers, head of the
apart from a sprinkling of increasing around Londos, bind patrol, hes persusded the
SN o8 ﬂt'hh:"mﬂd‘!:- the are particularly troublesome 'authoritles to grow the grass
e o sioier biahlghts in July and August, oo sfier  around #ﬁwﬂﬂ'z.”‘ln
harshest weather, the young take 1o the air. They  high: if it is ahorter the bir
They included, in Wales, 2 preicst @ condtant threat 1o wse it sy thelr own fanding
rustic bunting at g aircraft wking off and Innding strip and if it b higher they
near Barmouth and a3 For more than 18 hide In it. Farmers have
buzzard over the Great Orme, Heathrow  mirpart " has ageed 1o in their ;
Llandudac; while Scotland mounted & 2d-bour patral o subble 10 cut off the
weighed in with a Richard's frighten away flocks of birds, birds® fod l-lﬁpl',r
mpdf.!ﬂ-msﬂen.marﬂtm-. includ Har pigeo Mr Sayers ls boading eve
Fand a hoopos ai Nairn, pallsand lapwing. The Canads  variation af star-thell jn1o his
The one thing af which we however, have deficdall pun fn the Fer oo
can ba reasonably sure {5 that l?:n oripichiiel] H:“ . mir -y m.rm'
May s going to produce a AHlempLs 1o 0w them, e ]
more consistent Flow of Last year they damaged o frighten aimy offenders.

mil Wl

Twitchers delight.
in arctic blasts

Sn«ghud.ﬂfust
as the EE-UD
was beginning,

oyt O
& n

= places. ﬂ

e UL S BB

r

Bouth 1rleai¢¢p home,

remalned BEOW-

free due to Its coastal location,

The hard weather algo

land bird

¥ Iwo wuudm: at

il

i

nota
Teesmouth on Feb 10, This -
species s Hever geaq
in the Narth, 1 these birds
mu Almast e
m Biorthew rope.,
There was -Illﬂlll'l.[liﬂl.l‘ﬂ!df'
]
and
Land hlnl.l.nuup:
the nw:;lf
ber coast. Only
Four shore larks
ore Feb-

S sy ke
- tre 51|
the newcomers

being found at
‘Meanw IIIa, the

eneral
wanderar from bern Sil polithward dispersal of the
f. WaE niméuu i “Ii.n' wuwi-::. nlﬂjrl m-.lnd“Ln )
Thi & the firgt to twn 5t @l oo
‘TM 1987, 'l'hﬂlwm m':': Mm ocks
wers logged. The of those, in

1 ther and migration
activity, With the brakes hav.
ing boen so strongly ap
OVET Pecent weoks, it could be
quite spectacular when pas.
Bage Mmudnh:ﬁln arriving in
force in the north,

R

lakes all down eastern i

k. park. pess Wokehoa”

:3: ark, an
Iﬂummlnhmlmmfw
‘kshire.

Smew, among the scarcest of
our winter-vis wildfowl,
30 wers am LA ben Lt 1

WENS 0 n
thmmhﬁ*:umml':g
-DHIBLTY pal at
that number were scattered
over Humberside and York-

excess of 100 were reported
{}'m lﬁ:d!, Bheffleld and
ewcastle,

MN.':I wtih—bﬂltdh.;i
SoEA vers,
rare visitors from the Arctic,
Al least three have been
arvund Shetland, two off Ork-
oey and — more accessibls to
twitchers

ing Bow-

to

beed

Take-off for new ways
clip goose’s wings

By Hu:lfl.'r &Lm,nmmmqn_
HEATHROW mirpart is try- South African

Alrways jumbo
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SCIENCE

Power dressing pulls the birds

Does  the peacock’s

finery that puzzled
Darwin advertise real

survival qualities?

Colin Tudge reports

the latest findings

The peshen (sbove) s atiracted by the
shiwiest bralm precisely becsugs the
dudlﬂ:uhwh-luﬂiup

EVERY SUMMER, the peacocks thit
roam free within Whipsnade Wild Aninal
Park in Bedfordshire expose their magnifi-
£ent trins bo the critical and oflen disdain-
Il gare of the hens. They re-enact the
rystery that tormented Charles Darwin to
his dying day: how i this competitive world,
whiere natire = as Tenn Said — i red
in tooth and claw, could birds have evalved
auch an obvious extruvagance? How do they
Bet with it? The zoclogist Marion Pe-
Lrie ::?‘h:r wlleu;uum‘lhr. Open Univer-
sity are now explaiting the quash-wild con-
ditions of Whis 1o try, & century nfter
Darwin's death, to settle the matter,
Moddern bi began with the publica-
tion in 1859 of Darwin's £ ihe Ciriei af
Species. In it he argued (a) that living crea-
tures came 1o be the way they are by evolu-
tion, rather than by special creation; and
() thal the principal mechanizm of evolu-
tion was patural selection, That i5, in a
crowded and hence competilive wurld, the
individuals best suited 10 the circumstances

— the “fittest" — ase the most likely 1o
servive and have offspeing,
But the implication i that fitest would

generally mean toughest, swifles, cleverest,
most alert. The peacock's tail, by conirast,
was it best i waste of space and in Prictice a
Scvere encumbrance; amd Darwin  felt
obliged to invake what he foli was B Sepaaie
mechanism of evolution, which he called
“sexual selection", The driving mechandsm
wits s.impl‘,-r that females liked — in his
words — “heauty for beauty’s sake”,

Helenn Cronin of Oxford Liniversity and
the London Schood of Economics argies
that this notion of Darwin’s i ot lesst in
2coord with his peneral argument — jore-
sented in The Descent af Mun, an Selection
it Relavion o Sex in 1871 ~ that all human
qualities have theis protolypes in animals.
Diarwin was happy {up 12 8 point) to argue
that peahens have a primordisl seree uaf
aesthetics.

But Darwin’s friend and collabrator,
Alfred Russel Wallace, theugh in many
WAYS mare “romantic” than Darwin, was iy
cHhers even mare Darwinian, “Beauly for
beauty's sake™ he wanijed nothing of. [N pea-

hens chose cocks with the shawiesi traing,
he fedr, then it must be that they knew what
they were about, The eocks must have some
other quality, which was not necesarily ob-
viows 1o the human observer, but which the
hens themselves could appreciate. Acoord.
ing o Wallsce, then, the train was not an
end in liself, but an edvertiszment for some
Eenwine contribution to survival

Blow, 100 yeurs Later, the wrangle is still

unrcsolved, for the natural behaviour of
owl is much harder to study than mighi
imagined. But the 200 birds at 'Whi
soade, which Hve like wild birds yet are used
Yo human beings, offer unigue Opparting-
ties for study,

Marion Petrie and her coll
Whipsnade have identified two ma ques-
lions. First, & the premise comect — do
peahens really chooss the mabes with (he

the i that showy male birds in gen-
eral, of whatever species, are he most para-
site-free; and that their Mlumage advertizes
their disease-free state. There i evidence
that this is s in other birds, But Dr Petria
and her colleagues have not been able 1o
%ﬂm th# Internal pa.rasil.;.rs in l}‘h-c

hij = peacocks, (o lest this L
BiS. hkfﬂr.hmzr.shchmp:tﬁ the
affspring of cocks that have in the st
prowed altractive lo hens with the affspring
of cocks that hens find unatirctive, Do the
children of ihe attractive cocks prow faster?
Are they mare healthy? If 50, then the fe-
males” choice will be seen 1o be wilitarkan
after all, just as Wallace predicted,

One highly intriguing observation at
YeE Feason (o supposs that
Wallace was right, Peahens, it now EBEEmS,

Trequently mate with more than one cock, If

If it were easy to produce a long train, then any old

bird could do it. A creature rddled with
produce one 20 feet long,

parasites might

but evolution would soon

punish those hens foolish enough to fall for it

showical frains? And, secondly, do the pea-
cocks with the showiest trains have some
cxtra, penvinely advantageoss quality, as
Wallace suppiosed, or is it really all show, as
Drarwin fele?

In practice, the mature cocks display in
Broups al a member of sites around Wi
stiade, and the hens judpe one against ¢
other, Long observation feom hides, backed
up by pholographs, suggests that the hens
really do like the showiest males W'hat
enm lo counl is the number of cye-apots
on the train, which is related o i lengih;
the cocks with the mpst eye-spots do indeed
itract the most mates,

But whetlher the males with the best
traing are also “better” in other WaVE fe-
miins to be pinned down. Willinm Hamil.
ton of Cheford University has pul forward

they first mate with an unattrsctive ek
(e that ariracts few mates}, then they are
made likely to move on to another, [F they
first mate with the most sieactive mick,
then the first-comers may mate with him
repeatedly, and effectively stand guard over
him, preventing other females from ap-
proaching him. In the wild, such behaviour
would be risky, Surely they would not do it
unless thers s some pay-ofT; and the pay-
off, presumably, is that the showjest milles
renlly are the §

There are two final twists to this continu-
ing story. First, the greal mathematician
and biologist B A Fisher in the Thirtes pro-

d what has become known as "Fishers
E?:uwaj.-", Just suppase, far example, that
for whatewer reason — perhaps for o sound
“Wallacinn™ reason — & female firsg picks a

BALKE (O A K

male with a shighily better tail than the rest.
The sons of thal mating will inherit thei
father's tail, and the daughiers will inherit

thelr mother's predilection fior tails.
This Is how ithe mnnly“?;gini. ithin
each generation, the males the lomgest
tails will get mast mates and leave most off-
spring; and the females’ predilection for
long tails will incresss commensuraiely,
Modern computer models show that such a
fmﬂ;ck W would alone be
enough o uce & peacock's tail. \
W00, 8 Helena Cronin points
vindicate Darwin's apparently fanciful mo.

tioh — once the process golmg the fe-
mh;wubdindmdbcmﬁ'ﬂshg"bfwm
beauty's sake™,

The second twist results from Wallaee's

at all unless it exacts some cust from its
pussessor. After all, if it were easy for o
peacock to E-ndm: @ bong train, then ang
old bird could do it A cresture riddied wit

arasites might produce a train 20 feet long,
it evolution would soon penish those hene
foalish enough to fall for it In practice,
then — bizarrely — the Wallacian adves.
tisement succeeds becanse il j g handicap;
in fact, the pescock train {which the hird
regrows each year, like o deer’s anilers)
Weighs about three-quaniers of kilogram,
in & bird with a bady weight of Skg. Again,
computer models &t Owford University by
Alan Grafen sr:'u.lw. Eg:ii'rui! many le's
expectations, that the “handi principle™
{which derives Jogically from ;?:llaac’g ﬁ;—
ory) does indecd work.

1 Grafen likes 1o suggest thal humans,
koo, act Bccoeding o the handicap principle.
We all like to show how good we are
of self-sacrifice, The man wha buys drinks
all round 5 really sayitg: “Even though [
may part with 8 wad of fivers, T still have the
edge over you lot"™ But these ape murky
waters. The Whipsnade peacocks will do for
the time being.

L1 Codin Tudpe is acthor of 'Last Animals o
e Zewer, mbepum':‘hedfg-('mwy}fmckm-
seey Later this veor,



Killer of the skies defended

Feather report

A FEW weeks ago [ wirpde,
rejoicing, about the increase in
sparrowhawks, This prompt.
ed impassipned leters from
readers denvuncing ibe mur-
derous  excesses of this
wonderfilly fearsome  bird.
“The sirict canservaton™ of
sparrowhrwks is “resulling in
sad depletion of oor common
wild binds™, one neader saye
She ciles secing
sparmowhawks killing birds in
her garden.

Another reader writes of the
apparenily declining number
of hirds in Highgate cemelery,
narih Londos, and wonders if
this is the resalt of predation,
And  yet another gives a
deseripiion of & sparrowhawk
= presumably o young and
inexperienced bird — Laking
saomething like an hour to
dlapatch o starding.  Bhe
wanied Lo inbervene: “I1 was
only tho knowledge thai the
starling would die anyway and
the hawk would go off and kill
anatber bird . that  Eopped
mit.” (A bird reserve warden
s wiiom ek At

[ings n
woadpecker was demolished
by & eparrowhawk a few feet
from him.)

This is not a simple issue. 1f
you are brying o save binds,
what do you do about birds
that kilf caher birds? Magpies
are  favourite  villaing; the
RSPE gets more ketiers on this
subject than any other. People
fezr that our nice, friendly
songhirds, blue tits, obins and
50 on, are being slowly wiped
ol a3 the predator popilation
increkscs, A palr of sparow-
bawks ane likely to kill 500
small hirds in a hreeding
scason: that, you would think,
cowld not Gil 1o have an efMect
on the population st large, As
ihe number of sparmowhawics
increases, so robing and blue
Nits surely must decline.

Led ws turn 1o the alarming
episode of the Maire Oun-
ners. They wene American
ccobogical prscarchers who sl
aal to sudy caterpillars bul
ended up making n stariling
discovery shoul  songhinds.
They marked oul an area of
wosdland  in  Maine and
counted 148 pairs of breeding
conphirds. Then, acling like
the ultimatz predator, they
ghot the lot. They had mapped
out the location of every mest
and expecied the slaughier 1
be & guick basiness,

Thiry had cownted 148 sing-
Ing males: after three weeks
they had killed 302, And there
were still birds singiog ther
hesds off. 1t was clear that
there was a surpius population
of non-hreeding birde.

This rather ghasily experi-

ing population is regulated by
the number of places availabis
to breed in, ratber them the
number of predators, The
D ac papatatinn b, th
predated 1
land's “carry capacity™.
The popalation of British

brezding birds has heen logged  ing mbsr
are repulated by vacancics in
b auiurnnal feeding grounds
= 80, once Bgwin, by the Ry, Fiie American bittern

evesy year since 1961 by the
British Trust for Omithalogy
through ite Common  Bird
Census and, despite the in-
crease ol magpied and spar-
rowhawks, the nomber of

3 liwer

common apevies; there are

free  spamows,  comn
buntings and linnsws. This is

¥ nof because thess Are favour-

ite snacks of spamowhawks
bul: because of changes in
agriculteral practices.

If you change the natwre of

i the land, you must akter its

M8 carrying capacity, If you chop

i Robin Jacques
Predator: a threatenlng sparrowhawk circles above a linnet

songhirds has  remained al-
mirsl constand over Lthe past 25

years.

Cloviowely more sonphinds
get enten as the number of
sparrowhawks increases, bat

. rouphly the same numbers

down trees or plough

& you
Eaa.i portunities. If you
oh beathland,

Lures,
destroy  breed and
bulld housss on
yachling marinas in esiuariea
hnd drain wetland, you changs
ke character of ihe country-
side pnd  affect’ the bird
population i1 cin mainiain,

The tempiation to blame
e stk &

ime in the pray papll 15
wrang. Blrds of prey are highly
visible and they indubitably
kill for n Hving. But the jong-
term foriunes of their prey
population  depend om far
more  subtle and  elusive
matlers.

The sparrowhawk siands
aceupsd of being an enemy of

breed year afier year, A study
ment indicates that the breed- of
carried oul over 40 yoars,
showed thar when the birds
are safe from predation they
lend 1o survive the breoding
season- and dis in ibhe early
Autumn instepd = some young
birds fram lack of experience,
some old birds from igcreas-

mﬁlcng capacity of the land,
painis to the decline of some

conservation. If emerpet with-
oul & sain on s characier,

SiMOoN BARNES

What's sbouts Birders warch

Jor flocks af mixed finches,

;l::n‘ anw o

a Sparraw,
“Mg:-m

L tits in Cxlordshine,

decics arakitd wr-
Jrozen water. Woodcook can
Turn up anywhere. Twitohers =
harlequin dick af Wick, north

feebletess. The numbers

Commaon Bird Census  shire, Details frome Birdline,
895 700222,

Drifting oil slicks
threaten colonies
of nesting puffins

TWO oil shicks, one maore than
rwo miles long and ihe other
about  one-and-a-hall  miles
long, were drifiing off the west
coast of Shetland yesterday as
iranspon depariment officials
tried 1o discover their spurce.

The slicks, firsl spotted by

the Sea Explorer drilling rig on
Tuesday, 'were moving al
aboul dmph some 30 miles
wesl of Esha Mesa on the
Sheiland mainland before a

By Kerry Gy

orities  were hoping  they nated the Fouln shoreline,
would break up or continue 1o Thick fog hampered efforts by
drift away from Shedlamd. the Il.mu.q)ur!. dcpl:'lmun‘ll
Last might, however, there mml'mpcll.l.l.lmn cantrol unit
were fears that the slicks 1o identaly the shicks Sea-bovel
wonbd drifi on (o the island of visibility was sboul 500 yes-
Foula, 12 miles west of Shet-  ierday msorabng.
land. The islands are notori-  The usit managed 1o fly &
ous for sulden changes in meconnaiseamcs apecraft from
wealher. Coveniry low over ihe scene
Big colonies of puffing,

by mi after & break in the
skuas, kittiwakes and ganncts :
would be affecied st nesting will have o be

g

north-easterly wind. Thesuth-  time if the slicks contami- aken the abcks before
P e their origin can be identified,
Omez theory was that the oil
may have come fom an
will in the Clair
off Shetland. Captaln
: Keith Radley, of the islands’
Defeat of fax by feath T e
4 oW
efeat o yIeathers - ..  [Gecesmdvonis
' : h ﬁnn mw&'ﬂ’n"“
L]
embarrasses high-tec )
. wo dnllﬁ riga, operated
Londan Dally Telegraph the champlan with ber §2-year-old by BF and | Mrnnuilg
LONDON— A homing plgeonbeat  hushand, Dennls, T begun warking in the area.
afaxmachinein 2 one-milechalleage  “They conldn't believe lt. It waza diomind woy Dbty sad
race this week, leavingexncotivesof  dawdle for Joe. He arrived hack fresh - B
o high-teche asa dainy before their fax came ﬁﬂﬁw s
g e e e O o e Fowc 0 i 2 X
o, @ Wwer, ilion. . umnli that the spi had
flew from a hatel near Heathrow “They gave hlomaslart sothat he - mﬁwm & u'?.ﬂ?"m
airpart hack fohin laft ot Weat cauld find iz bearings, Bot Joe hag. - tankers were berthed ot
Drayion in one minute and 20 wonreces covering the 167 miles *. Sullom Voe yesterday and one
arriving mere thana minute  from Guernsey and the 105 miles Iefl. on Tuesdny. The two
beforescarleatured ofbhim  from W with no trouble. He [EuNo Vor ouee Miecly
emerged froma lax machine In his h;u mﬁulr‘t;echl j B e third s piil
mlm *I‘I.I-MI Iﬁlﬂt . E ‘terminal glicks
The , Faxit Europe, from the Bmith's T0-stremg loft ., | Tﬂ'ﬂ‘ Weon e
wnibed to that fax ls quicker becaiie of hin track record and his !
than Might, Bul they made the Instinct to ged back among Lbe bens.
mistake of glving Joe,a winner of Backatthe botel, All Safa, -
twa apen raced from Goernssy and chairman of Faxit, sald; “We -
Weymouth, a twe-minate slart ‘thoughi that if we conld beat  plgeon
befare they began faxing. we cotld beal suything. 'sabit =
“They wers “eaidp  embarrasaling, bul then wedld give
deiirhied Joyos Smith, 51, wheewns i aiwe-minuole slarl" .
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Listen to the
garden frenzy
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This is a good time o visite
seahind . A cliffedge
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