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I read that Barclays profits fell by 37% - "Can you better that?"
¥ou ask,

As it is your cash I think it only fair that you are informed of
what has been going on over the lest 8 months, particularly with regard
to Tax Heforms and the BCCI clozure.

At the start of the year the Club's single amcecount, combining
both General and Special Projects Funds, was closed and two separate
accounts opened. This allows both scecounts to scerue their own
interest and run independently.

Once the accounts were established the American Bittern was relessed
from it's cage thereby allowing the credit/debit facilities to be
tested. The bird not only brought Twitchers but essh to the tune of
£310 (net) to the Special Projects Fund (Thanks Monty and Dave.)

In April the Government's new regulations, on non-tax payers
receiving pross interest on their Building Society Accounts, were
introduced. Well the Fylde Bird Club is not a tax-payer. I broach
this matter with the B.%ec. - they tell me to B- off, to the Inland
Revenue. The Inland Revenue inform me that the new regulations only
apply to "individuals" but sugpest that we apply to become a registered
Charity, and enjoy the benefitsl!!! The Charity Commissioners have
been contacted and currently I am locking into the implications and
procedural maze ........(does anyone know a charitable solicitor?)

The BCCI affair came as a shock and it is difficult to get all the
facts - but eventually I contacted Threadneedle Street snd was asssured
that the Bird Club Credit Indices were "sound as a groat", thereafter
I slept a little easier.

In trying to get the best returns on our monies I have found only one
fuaranteed way to double your money, and if you wish to try it for yourself,
here it ig:- Fold it once and put it back in your pocket.

Finally; Flease can I have all bird race Sponsorship money no later
than the September meeting - so that I can have the year ending accounta
a8 up to date as possible for the A.G.M.

JduF.



The: Fal tgwiae article has been gent to all Countsy

Recorders and covers the work of the 3ritish Blrds Barities

Committee. They sre happy to see the artiecle published in Club

Newsletters providing we mention that the srticle iz sponsored

by Zelss West Cermany.

Sponsored by
Rare birds - AR

the work of the

British Birds

Rarities Committee |C‘JE‘I’IT‘IEH}"

Before the 19508, and for most of the yvears in chat decade, the
responsibility for the vetting, acceptance or rejection and
publication of rarity records in Britain rested with local bird
recorders, and, for the extreme rarities, rather haphazardly

with the editors of British Birds. The increase in knowledge

and travel opportunities both within Britain and overseas
during the early 19503 created a nationwide upsurge in rarity
observations., New texthooks emerged and identification
expertise accelerated amongst a growing following. It was
against this background that the Rarities Committee was formed

in June 1959, under the patronage of the journal British Birds.

It is thus known as the British Birds Rarities Committee, or

gimply the BBRC. Its function is to collect, investigate and



apply uniform adjudication standards to claimed records of rare
birds in England, Scotland and Wales and 'at sea' within the
British Fishery Limits (which now extend to 200 miles, 321 km),
and to publish annually in one document the essential details
of the rarities seen in Britain in the previous year. The BBRC
also assesses records from Lhe Channel Islands, at the request
of ornithologists there.

The BBRC is sponsored by the optical company Carl Zeiss, and

has been since 1983. This has resulted in more pages in British
Birds for rare-bird topics, including the fully detailed annual
report of the Rarities Committee, and more colour photographs
of rarities. We are very appreciative of this continued
support,

The BBRC is currently made up of ten voting members,
nicknamed 'The Ten Rare Men', plus a Chairman, a Secretary, a
Museum Consultant/Archivist and a Statistician. There is at
least one vacancy each year, upon the retirement of the
longest-serving member. Qualifications for membership, which
deliberately reflects a wide spread of regional representation,
include a widely acknowledged expertise in identification, a
proven reliability in the fileld, the ability to work well on
paper and, very importantly, the capacity to handle the
considerable workload, plus the willingness to do all this
unpaid, on a voluntary basis. This workload, of course, is
record assessment. All members see all records, which,
including recirculations, total over 1,300 each vear.

Observers are encouraged to submit records as sgon as



possible after the observation. This 1s vital during the periocd
September to December, so that these records from the end of
the year complete their circulations before the report
deadline. It is unlikely that recofds received later than Macrch
will be processed in time to be published in the anrual report.
Use of the carefully designed 'Unusual record form', or its
format, greatly helps record processing. Photographs and
sketches, regardless of artistic mérit, are of much assistance.
Records should be submitted to the Secretary or, in the case of
a trapped and ringed rarity, to the BTO Ringing Office, via the
county or regional recovder, Many local societies appoint
someone especially to liaise with the BBRC over records.
Receipt of records is normally acknowledged only when
accompanied by a self-addressed stamped envelope or posatcard.
Decisions are, however, always notified to the appropriate
recorder, who passes this information on to the observer
concerned.

For a record to be accepted, all ten members on first
circulation, or at least nine on a subsequent circulation, must
vote in its favour, Recirculations occur for several reasons:
borderline cases (eight or nine accepts on first circulation),
pended records, when requested by any member on first
circulation, or if the Secretary feels it is warranted on a
balance of comments, so that more detailed assessments or
comparisons can be made. Occasionally, records are gent to
acknowledged experts on a particular species; and the BBRC has

its own Seabirds Advisory Panel to advise on that difficult



group. A rejection 1s usually a case of 'non-proven' rather
than one of clearly incorrect identification. It is fully
appreciated by the BBRC that it is usually not an observer's
fault that a poor view is obtained. Brevity of view, distance,
bad light, a single angle or any combination of these may
result in important characters not being noted. If what remains
is considered insufficient for identification to be fully
egtablished, a record has to be rejected.

A small but significant percentage of records takes longer
than usual to be considered. Reasons for the delay in
publication are various, They include late submission, those
contentious records which require extensive enquiries and two
or more circulations, records of very difficult species which
involve reference to experts, and records of birds new to
Britain which also have to be verified by the British
Ornithologists' Union Records Committee. Records in the latter
category are assessed in the normal way, but then passed to the
BOURC, which considers formal admission to the British List,
Publication is subject to acceptance hy both committees., It is
the BOURC which carries out the detailed investigations into
escape likelihood and vagrancy potential.

All descriptions, comments sheets and correspondence are
retained permanently on file. This central repository of rarity
descriptions and opinion on difficult identification topics
allows problem areas to be pinpointed. Subsequent additional
research often results in identification notes and papers in

British Birds.




The BBRC normally meets twice a vear, Administration and
poliey are dealt with at an annual meeting held in early
gpring, and identification and related topics during a summer
meeting.

The 'Report on rare birds in Great Britain', published

annually in British Birds for the past 32 years, contains

details of all accepted records, plus a list of those not
accepted. Accepted Irish records are also included, giving a
clear picture for the geographical unit of Britain and Ireland,
and greatly facilitating analysis of rarity occurrences. Thanks
for these are due to the Irish Rare Birds Committee and the
Northern Ireland Bird Records Committee. Photographs, both in
black-and=-white and colour, and sketches of rarities are eye-
catching features of the report, For each species, the report
includes a general comment on trends, and a running total of
individuals seen in Britian and Ireland. A second publication
'Rarities Committee news and announcemnents' appears annually

in British Birds and covers general matters relating to the

Committee's work.

The BBRC 1s very aware that its successful operation is
entirely dependent upon the co-operation of observers, county
and reglonal rvecorders, bird observatory wardens and reserve

wardens and their committees. We thank them most gsincerely one

and all.
Peter Lansdown
Chairman, BBRC
May 1991
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_ Zome late reports whichh were omitled from the fpril section of the last
Mewslettoar included a Chukar zseen by Y. at 3quires Gnte Tndustrial
Estate on the 6th.

At Lytham Hall Monty had a pair of Lesser Spotted YWoodpeckers excavating
a nest hole on the 9th end at the same location a Wood Warbler singling
on the %0th.

Barry Dyscn hacd hisz firat ever Yellow Wagtall on passage at Poulton
on the 28th, This was especially noftable conazidering how rare this species
has become in our srea in each surcesive yesr.

MAY

May beran with the song of s Chiiflchaff in the trees opposite 390
Yicarage Lane, aliag Maurice'a shep. It remained until the 4th. 0n the
same day 4 Whimbrel were on the Golf Course near L3ANR and 5t, Annea Moas
held 6 Wheatear, ? White Wagtail, 41 Corn Bunting and 8 psasirs of Grey
Fartridge. A Garden Warbler was present at Lytham Hall on the same date.

Small numbers of Hirundines were passing through with 41 Swallow,

3 Fouse Martins, 5 Sand Martina and 9 3Swifts over the Mere on the 2nd.

The 5th was the day of the sponsored Bird Race, emphatically won by
Maurice's team of Paul ¥llis snd Robert 8tinger. They managed a gprand total
of 104 apecies in the Fylde plus one Grey Wagtail seen on the wrong side
of the 46 at Churchtown and therefore out of the Fylde. I have it on good
suthority that driving for the team was a Nigel Mansell clone who menapged
some spectacular point to point times e.g Churchtown to Rossall Foint in
19 minutes - no they weren't using a helicopter. Nevertheless they manaeced
to survive the day. The highliehts included a male Garganey snd a Greenshank
at the Waze plus a Cuckoo and a Stock Dove in the same area. At Rossall
FPoint, no doubt with binoeculars a guiver, they ssw Arctic Skua and 16 Arctie
Terng,

A male whinchat was seen st Fleetwood, 24 Pinkfeet st Mosa Fdge and ?
Yellow Wagtails at Churchtown Sewage Farm, (Orasshopper Warbler, 2 Goldeheye
and a2 male Scaup (present from the ?nd to the 1%th) were seen at the Mere.

Another Grasshopper Warbler was hesrd at the Mere on the following day.

Meanwhile back at %90 Vicarspe Lane a Sand Martin wag seen flying North
past the shop on the 8th. Unremarkable? - no, this was a shop first for
Maurice. "Ifortunately he hasn't divulped his shop Tist total but maybe
the informstion will be divulged for a future issue of the Newsletter?

At the Mere on the 8th the fmerican Bittern flew from the island to
the South FEast corner. It was last seen by Dave MeGrath on the 15th -
where fid it go to? Also present on the 8th were s male Pochard, ?% Tufted
ek and 4 Common Sandpipers. Approximately 20 Sand and House Martins flew

over plus s solitary Whimbrel,



vhinechsts were passing through the area from the "nd until the 1%th
at lesst. On the 9th % malsa and s lomale were seen at Ballam and on the
same day 13 were in s field by the main road at Singleton. The only one
of Spring at LSANR was seen on the 19th, _

Wheatears were pas:zing throughout the month with 11 at Roasall on the
Gth, § at the Mere on the 11th, 4 at L3ANR on the 19th and 1 there on the
2€th.

Single Spotted Flycatehers were st LEANR and the Mere on the 19th.

On the 11th ? Lesser Whitethroats were at the Mere. At the Mere on the
18th there were ?? sinping Sedpe Warblers and 7 singing Whitethroats. By
the ?fth 5 Reed Warblers were in rsanp at the Mere.

There was some good aeawatchineg to be had in May teo! The pood thing
about seawatehing in May is that apart from sesbirds there tends to be a
lot of summer migrsnts ss well. On the 6th at Rossall there were 23
Mergansers, Razorbill, 2% Sandwich Terna, Arctiec Terns, and a red Throated
Diver. The previoua day the high tide Wader roost held 1490 Dunlin, 350
Sanderling and %30 Turnstone.

On the 12th at South Promenade a varied wateh included Gannets, Fulmar,
83 Sandwich Terns flying south, 4 Razorbills on the aes, plua vWhimbrel,

a Diver, Kittiwake and asn Arectic Tern. The 5St.Annes shore roost held 2900
Sanderling. During the count % mele and one female Eider flew north along
the tideline.

Better was to come on the 19th when Maurice sow a lone Fhag and a
remarkasble, for this coast, fleoek of 24 Auks plus 9 later. Also seen were
7 Red Throated Divers on the sea and 2 flying north off the Promenade.

A first Winter Little Gull was present st the Mere on the 14th. Ainother
was gseen on 2t. Anmes Moss following the plough along with 10 Black Headed
Gulls.

A Short Fared Owl was seen repularly at the Mere from the 4th until at
least the 19th.

At Newton Pool a Little Ow)l was seen at dusk on the 22nd.

Generally speaking May seemed 30 much guieter then previous yeara. The
Spring migrants didn't appear in numbers, probably as a result of adverse
winds whiech blew throughout the month. Chiffchaffs in particular were
noticeably scarce.

The month started well for Monly Myerscough when he found a male
Ortolan Bunting at Warton Bank on the 1st. It flew onto a fence from the
side of the bank and then over the fields inte a small paddock, It was not
geen again and heavy rain on the following morning made conditions very
difficult for a further sesarch.

The few who searched for the bird on the evening of the 1at were
revarded with a Cuckoo but small consolation when the target was an Ortolan.

Summer Miecrants continusd to trickle through the Fylde. A& Vheatear waa



ot LASANE on the 2nd erid a Blackeasp wng i gong oen the lsland at airhaven
Marine Lake,

The pauéity of summer migrants wad well illustrated when Maurice heard
a Willow - Warbler sub song and a Sedpge Warbler at Lthe Teserve on the 9th,
only the second of the yesr for both species.

A mele Wheatear was fesn on the Reserve onn the late date of the 19th.

On the 24th in those famous bushes (ne not the Railway bushez) opposite
290 Vicarage Liane ete. a male Blackeap was in song., A firast for Maurice
and hias 5th Warbler species there - exclamation mark in his notes. Now come
on Maurice how big ig this shop 1ist, tree list, flyower 1iat? I think we
should be told,

TLarpe numbers of Swifts were seen at the Mers on several dates up to
the 15th. 150 wera there on the ?rnd, 130 on the %rd and %50 on the 15th.

At South Promenade on the 9th highlighta included 39 Manx Shearwaters
flying north, 70 souths 37 Gannets, 1% Auks plus % Guillemots, 14 Sandwich
and % Arctiec Terns. An adult Pomarine 3kua flying south elose into the
geawall was sn unexpected bhonus.

As happened lsat year a periocd of moderately strong westerlies brought
Storm Fetrel's to the Fylde cosst. Dne was seen feeding out from the &Btarr
Gate shelter for 15 minutes on the morning of the 15th whilat the following
day produced 5 also =seen from the “helter. The birds weren't distressed.
They seemed to be feeding esszily and moving north with comsummate emae on
the 16th.

22 Common Scoter flew south off the Promenade on the 23rd along with
1 or 2 Sandwiech Terns and % Orey Flover.

Grey Seals, normally 1 ccecasionally 2, can be zeen from Scuth Promenade
during the summer montha. Very occasionslly Dolphins appesr and on the ?3pd
Maurice had 3 probable Riazo's Dolphina distinpguishsble by thelr large
Dorgal fing:- without doubt winner of the Mammal of the month award. What
would be good to see would be 8 Basking Shark, a species whieh appesrs off

the Iale of Man in some numbers during June., Can one wsnder our way please?

CONTRISTTORS & -

L..G.Blacow, A.Dswe, B.Dyscn, P.Ellls, M,Jones, D.J.HMeGrath
M.Myerscough, R.Stinger, E.Stirling.

FOSTSCRLET
I'm happy to inform you that Millie has finally so0ld her mint condition

pristine, (fill in sny other adjectives here) Kowa TSN 4. This is the first
item which haa been sold directly or indirectly through the Wewsletier and
already the adverts come rattling inl!

Well, not quite, bHut the =zsle has had & 'knoek on' effect. Graeme
Mortimore now hasa an immaculaste gpreen armoured Mirador 32 x B0 plus photo
asdaptor for ssle at a bargain £200 o.n.o - oripinal price nearly £300.

He assurea me that the scope has seen some good birds in its time and that



no doubt any purchaser will have zimi” op rood fortune. Graeme can he
contacted on Preston 709956, If Grasme or anyone elae iz looking for a
KOWA 40x Jens then Frank Yalsh has cne for sale, He hasn!t quoted a
price but can be contacted at the meetings.

David Hindle, who many of you will know, has a pair of Leitz 10 x 40B
pluas case for sale. He is gsking £250 o.n.o. His phone number is Preaton
T43706 slthough he ia away on holiday for two weeks commeneing August
17th. Regson for sale iz that he is considering the purchase of = pair of
BATTECH & LOMB!'S.

On a recent wvisit to Focalpoint Bousch % Lomb's were still outselling
Leltz and Zeiss by a conslderable margin. Obviously they are the binoculars
to be seen with - I certainly wouldn't mind a pair. Dear Santa.....

A friend of Dave Berry has the following RSFB magazines for ssale
and is open to offers:-

YOLUME 1 No.? March/April 1966 and No.4 July/August 1966,

YOLTME 1 No.8 Mareh/April 1967.

Thereafter all copies until Autumn 1989. If you are interested
either contact Dave at the meetings or phone him on Poulton 8922850,

The Wader count figures for the last two montha are included with
this Newsletter. As Len mentioned at the last meeting the more Counters
we have the more effectively can we count the birds. The next count is
Sunday September 8th, meet at Lane Fnda at 0845.

There was a fine selection of slides shown at the lasst meeting -
the quality was really good. At the end of the evening one member, who
normally doesn't show slides put through six from Orkney which were
excellent. I'm sure there must be other members who have egqually good =slides
but are a little bit spprehensive about showing them, Please bring them
along - they cdon'!t necessarily have to be just birds - they cen be other
natural history subjects too. Several membera have sald that they would be
quite happy to see other subjects.

One of the most remarkable comebacks in modern times was accomplished
st the last meeting; none other thasn Len's projector making a surprize
appearance: I thought it had gone for pood when it expired during Steve
White's talk. Len is obviously s dab hand at optiecal repsirs and will no
doubt be pleased to consider repairing your cherished secope or binoculars
for a suitable fee.

I'm running short of materlial for future issuesz; any articles or
points of view would be most welcome. Thank you to all who have sent notes
for Recent Reports. Please keep them coming.

A.D.
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' A mid=nir confrontutisn off ke isdand of Noss, Shetland, between an arclic tern (beft) und a gread slos, or Bonibe, which preys on e tems’ young Frotogrophe: Tom Filstan
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kot becumse of overflahing fhe
Lirde have headd faklures of hreed.
|ng sepsom."

Mr Isbisier sald 1he Hsbermen
were keenn fo sart the fshery
Agala, Mir Ellls pald this was the
laat thing that was meeded. Both
shles are mwniling results of re-
search belmg carried oul by the
Sruithsl (HTice,

L] - -

s big-city life
dozens of them wheeling across 1he
city st sunset is dramatic, I we do
ot know ihe couse for the decline,
we worry whether there ja some
inpidious cayse, If aur neat survey
mu]ljiher: l're no starlings to be
found in Birmingham, we wo
ooncErned, " ;s

Chris Mead, wha is in charge af [he
netional bird-ringing schense for the
British Trust for Ormithology, said
that I]Il'_bw.gh the evidence showed &
big declinee in the number of starfings
in Britain, the Birmingham ity
centre birds hed probably moved 1o

MATURE NOTE

FEW woshs ago 1
discussed same of
vt problems facing
our migrant birds, Some
species have basq
declining over the years,
bt [ was so bold as to say
that the huwss martin has
maintained i1s nombers,
Unfortunately, I wrate
this hefore the appalling
weather of June. Iuhaw:
since heard of bouse
martin cobonies where nnt
a single neat has been
started, amil of similar
dliutws amony swallows.

ccording to Chris

head of the Brltish Trust
For Ornithology, many
species of migrand
returned late this year,
and their numbers are
reduced. Comtrary winads
in the Mediterranean held
up the hirds and cold
weather starved them of
insect food while they
waited. [t ks alsw Likely
that African drought
affocted the binds.

T silver lining is that
hrwse inartins a
swillows have the abiliry
tm starl mesting very late
In the sumaner, Our villagr
marting siaried in the last
werk ol June, alter the
starlings and blae tits hard
lannched their voung:.
Glven & better summer
they will have some young
ta take hack te Afriva.

Robert Burton

Survival
kitty for
rare birds

FARMERS mnd land-
nwmners ane [o be

Tha ﬁaﬂhlﬂ Draleés
for

Mack market valoe of a
hird which, in the case of
a peregrine, could b at
Ienst ET,000.

Incidents
Theet park has onn of the
o potdaning of wid birds
nmdmﬂlf

Frntegﬂnn of Birds
umcoversd Eneklents,
Morih Waest Seatland was

an once-crowded ledges and of viarlings from st Toasts in towns and clibes, where it BB another location. the worst area with 100
e, T i b 1 i edotomon The G n the popion of  Aion Rihey o S, Tt Sl ks of striys T oty s, s

. & noisy, rauCcous, ing b i : : mgs on & e be
] f',“tubl:wmmben biave been speculal:  kas been Eﬂlln-l'lﬂodn lhengnm Mm‘rl: ﬂ‘mrdc::b;:ﬁeﬂ k T e IV S Bl of ey m'g = %{‘“
Eﬁr::-g:;e w'n-L:; ELI;:E de '““ﬂ"‘fbﬂ l‘m:lﬁwﬂmllhﬂlm.h%beﬁmm ] mm,ungkm E&“‘“mr'ﬂh 30 we''s not harriers and '
i : i conducted  that more efficient farming meane  they are unattractive, but the sight of m?ﬁ:um.."““ﬂ“ They're z
'P#m‘!ier rEp{J__!:E Mr M andd the Congervative giveE ¥ou mation- internal  drinege  failing in its internatlonal commit:  Mesnwhile, a1 1be Somerse

patty the moral hzh prouncl. Buy  ally imporiant
r, Ady, = numbers of breed-

: . blsck
s Ma 01" tailedd godwit and Bewick's swams?  ing snipe and
o The new agency will combine

black-1ailed

what does it do

ihe Mational Rivers Awthority  godwit,

(MRA) with Her ty' Inspece Breeding waders .
on e torate of Pollution. The NRA has  dectined 35 per
two principal functions: control of  cent on the Somer-

: ‘? waier bevels and regulmiion of  set Levels between
eve polluticn. Pollution is nat the only 1977 and |97,

. . conservation problem; waler level  The reason for this

N Major's announcement of  also involves buman greed and  is drainage. Levels
new  envirenmenl  bgency  permansnt destruction of wildlife.  have besn progres-
= me feed like the nice uncle This brings us 1o the Somerset  sively lowered, and
inapecting  something  his  Levels: an area of sumpluons wet  shallow floods have been pre-

cw has made an school. “I's  mesdows, Winter brings 1o the  vented, This guits a small number | or i is nol,

yo Luke ., | er, what docs it Jevels intermationally imporiant  of farmers,

boards, which e
port fo the MEA
Local farming: in-
leTesis are strongly
represenied on
thess badies. Thus,
we  have selftin-
ferest, The MRA
haz spoken ahoul
its duly o bal-
nnce™ fhe inlerests

of farmers and of

R oy Condervalionisis,

Bul you canms

balance p wedland — it b either wel

Stuart Housden, the RSPR

numbers ef Bewick®s swang, wi-  The draining is in the handsofa  kead of conservalion planning,

hin® i aleerdi dene ol ie nden "

ments io conservation by allow- Levels, the plug has been pulle
ing ot of the top sites in the and the water is running dewn 18
Uniied Kingdom t be damaged maim!:. Within five .years 1
and  destroyed. Important  de- eding wadcrs will have gone.
cigions nbout drainage should nol In five years' time, I have ne
be Jefl to quangos.” doubi that my nephew's work wil
The: last meeting of the Somer- become comprehensible 1o e
sel flood defence commilles took Ansd in five years® time, perhag
the decision to opd for further Mr Major will still be prime
comsullatien. In wiker words, they minister. | wonder iF we wil

decided not 10 declde anything.  whderstand  his  environmendal
In the meantime, the R5PB B pelicy by then?
wondering what effect the new SIMON BARNE

agency i going o have am y

wetlands, Will the control of water & What's shost: Birders = o

becanse the responsibilicy of & N _gravel pitk for roiusnin

body 1hat has na need 10 keep its :mf';: -,ﬁ:;r':.m"i._j blavk- winge

Penvirnnmenial” end wp® 10 just g e Tl nay il
SR erer Panaderad Voo,



Feather report

Tickers let the train
take the eye-strain

have already achieved the
I ambition of a lilkstime this
year: | saw avocets fron &
train window, 1 waa travelling
Trom Perzance to Excter, and
Lhis run offers some ol the best
opporunities in Briwain for
the esoteric amd  beawtiful
pursuil of train-hirding.
Thire are aboul 20 miles of
sed, furning into ihe Exe
estuary, and there are always
pluity of binds about, partic.
ularly in winter. Tho beat way
Lo waich the Exe is b0 remain
maotionkei over a lele
far hours at & time. Train-
birding, done with the naked
eye Al Simph o 0, 18 8 seriaes
lext of okeervation akjlls, Your
af jderitifyi i

smaller than & bisckblrd e
minimal. Birds with bald or,
age are casicst; oywercaicher,
grealer hlack-hacked gull.
= Hni:n% wt;fagmm»r_n [}
Jizz — ihe ari a
bird while wc:in! im‘m}u
When your wiewing hime is
rcdmcrm i fow nanossconds,
you have no time for analyss.
A shape, A vague ides of
pattern, and the bind is gone.
I have seen svooet on the
Exe hefore, but anly through &
telescope while on fool. From

the: tran, § saw a tight raft of

50 while shapes, Moatng on
the surfice, all taking 1o ibe ale
in sudden alarm; the calli-
praphic hlack pattern on their
white hacks as familisr to me
as the cdal of the cal that sits
on my desk, for I spent much
of last spring and summer i

the ¥ of pocss,
‘This, i thought, was some-

thing Inag desired, at Lasi ach-
peved: e uliimate trpindick,

The fastidious may fnd
samething frivolous about all
thiz. And since this colomn
tendd W curl s Lp at the
cacesstd of ibe iwitchers, 1
could be necused of inconals-
tency. But no matker: a ain-
nick 1% sull & irado-lck.

I remember being askod in a
n questionnaire how ofien 1
went  birdwabching. Wrong
thimking na real birder is ever
whally off-duty. Sinling is one

of the pleasures of being alive:
A0 ye aid &n sar ever ogen 1o
birds enhances all of life, nat
jusl the doys you go on safari.
Fart of this is sériouws, not be-
cause my observations are of
any wse 1o science, but bocawse
awarensss of wildlife seems o
me an essential part of the way
0 880 persan Bk life. Serious-
mess docs not rule oul laugh-
ter, however, bet alone joy.

witchers are called the

trin-spotiers  of  the

birding  world:  well,
lrain-birding takes thai non-
semie & lags further, One of
the pleasures 8 that o tmin-
tick cAn power be varilfied. A
friend of mine claims a purpls
heron overflying 8 train be-
wben Bandy in Bedfordshine
amd Kings Crose, but he
knows he can never be 100 per
Nl Gerildin.

Ab, bt I'm 99 per cent
certwin of this one | was
travalling 1o Herefard mces at
the timse, on the line Fom
Mewpaort, and 1 gaw somethi
that has, 1 fear, even repl
1he avocel as top traindick.

I saw it for less than half a
second, bat am morally cer-
tadm affit: 2 vost, reddy-hrown
shaps of wings starting
into the air beside the tmck,
not ten yards fromm ibhe lrain. A
bird of prey, chviously. 11 had

the jizz of 8 harmierand [ hnve

seen harricrs all yoar ar the

Minsmere reserve in Suffoli. |

Eaw, Withaut any douht, a

whibe ring around the base of

the tail: that gives you il hen
e

The white ring wouakd not he
enough 10 convince, let alone
inierest, the rarities  come
mittee and, in theory, It could
hawe been p still rarer bird: 2
rough-degeed buzzard. Bul we
Lrain-lickers mapks our owin
rules, and 1 am happy with my
hen harrier. [ don't get a
winnes llke that every time T
£9 TACing.

Trein-hirding is ailly. It is
alzo @ deeply moral bahness,
Tar birds are there to enjoy as
well a3 1o study and 1o save.
Bugt T don't think yoo can ooumt
2 drmin-tick if you have pulled
1he coamemwnicaiinn i

SIMON BARNES
@ Whal's sbost: Hinfers —
listen for wovdpechers: disnin-
Fuish  lesser-spotted  from
greaiorspoited by quister,
move ropid and suitelned
drurraing. Green wondpecker
does ol drum, b an-
dible  loughing ing"t

coll. Twitchers = Amerivan |

wigeoh In Cﬂw:rf Cork, srow
gonre and whintling swan In
iy Wexgord Details from
Biradiing (808 701222,

Five-star petrel stumps the

massed

By ALan Hamieyng

ISTT a bird? 13 in a plane I
u hird Al right, bur the
specimen which flew [nto &
proithalogiste' net on
Ilrnuide in the early howrs
yesterday moming has
confounded &l efforis o
Identify i
Momenls after its acciden-
ial capiure, the bird-
hers bush telegraph
Sprang into action, asd mom
than |00 twitchers deowe
thraugh the night to Whitley
Bay o cawch sight of the
creature before it was mea-
suresd, studied, mingsd and
redensed. Mone of them knew
what it was, They knew, of
course, thal it wes & peirdl,
bt 1 did nen Gt the descrip-
tion of Any of the 30 or sa
subspecies of peirel known
tn the world. Tt was, in the
hirdwatchers® view, a five.
slar petrel.

[tz slark plumnge and ab-
sence of while markings on
e tall showed it was clear
nat fhe comeon  Beld
storm petrel. Mor waa it the
much mrer Lesch’s storm
pietrel, the unlr other suh-
specaes known in the British
lLshea, which breeds al only
sevien known siles, most on
remole  Scoltish  islands,
Wiat i moan clossly resame
bled was Swinhos's slorm
petrel, but cven then thers
were differences of detail.

The trouble wilth
Swhthoe's storm  petrel la
ibat i nesis on iskands off
Iapan;, China snd Kores,
and ihe nearegt it gets o
Eurape is its winter sojourn
in the Indinn Ogean, Pelmla
Are litls bigger than g swal-
low, amd experis cannot
envisage any weather con.
ditions that would canry oo
1@ the Morthumbrian coast.

_Two years agn, the same
hird-ringing team cought Pao

Feather report

lends a

Brecks ks been Hghtly-grazed
heathland. It v cocpsionally
cultivaled when i i
were high, and

placa

bul which has sow been 1o,
That stone curlew turvive is

enlirely thanks 10 co-opératon

The
land

hand

Tmditionally, 1he

Liil=r 8
"We get & remendous re-

om thedr land, and they ghve un
" The ey il |
5 aval
teliing the RSPP when they
are going 1w do disnaptive

Gan "

work on bt fold. The RSFR
lban moves the cggs or the:

: Inch-perfect: a

alks of twitchers

Mystery touriat: the petrel befare release yesterdany

s

slmilar specimeny close to
the same locatlon. Experts
have still failed to produce a
pogitive dentlfication.

Mot even the Royval Socl-
ety for tha Protection of
Birds can provide an answer.
Michae] Evereil, of ihe
HSFB  headquartera at
Sandy, Bedfordshice, said

i
red kite

y day that the cresturs
was unlikely to bo & com-

inga of the native petrela
curiously machanical
hirdsong, which proves an
irresidtible attractlon to oth.
ers of the speclss.

fts beak meavured Bafore bolng

i
released ut m secret i ln Scotlend this weekend

Return of the kites

By Anas FRESCD

THE Royal Socicty for the Protec-
fion of Birds has reintrodsced red
kiles into Seolland for the flrad time
sinee they became extingt during the
lnst century. The 20 young birds
were browght from Sweden in njoint
operation beiween the RSFE and
the Joint Mature Congarvation
Caommitee, '
Adl the birda had radlo 1ags Tied
10 their tails yesterday so that the

Scotland,

in this couniry.

REPB can monitor iheir move-
ments followdng thekr redonss over
the weekend 8l 8 secret Joration in

The med kites were abundant in
the last century in Scotland and
Englml, bul were perseqaked o
exlinction end now beved only in
Wales, The birds have dpent aly
weeks in guaranting sinee arriving



In search of the sty 'ish merlin -

Jow: a5 the river Pysgotwr wousd
lazily between the rocks i its
! dramaibe . Low down, 8
Ipai;urhu clreled above &

}N‘EARLY;MHMB&

ravine and, In & cliff-face, we
could see = reven’s mest, from
which this year's young had al-

| ready flown.

But mast of our pttention was
forcusad ot TEvEr, On
mjcjhélhnl’&md o which

c n and exnpty o
the h:gui.'ﬂﬁ:r somewhere
ahove them a mals merlin wae
hunting.

Onee again Steve Parr, » free-
lanee  arnithologist  working
jointly for the F ‘Connals-
sian and the leay foe
the Protection of Dirds, sing
his hand-held nerial slowly back
and forth, searching for o signal
from the tiny radio lashed with
fuse wire to one of the bird's tail

featbere.
“There he 151" b saya, “Mov-
ing from Lell 1o right. Mow he's

stopped. | reckan he's perched
up somewhere,”
Behind us in the sitka sprace

ing her clutch of three chicks on
an old crow's nest near the top
of o tree, We had alresdy wres-
thed pur way up %hﬁ
spiky branches 1o check -
a huddle of grey and yellow
down = and Sieve pro-
nounced -them in excellent or-
der, growing strongly at the ten-

der age of 12 diys.
MHow we were the
male bo roturn with whatever

prey he had t, and yield it
wp o the female in & ritual §
Em She, then, would pluck the
ird and take it 1o ber poung.
Along 8 ride just inside the
plantation, patches of feathers
dotbed sbowt & mossy bank
showed where the female had
heen plucking, and bore witness

plantation his mete was broed- -

to the industry of the hunder,
Meadow plplts ware casily his
midd  eommon  viclims,  and
Stewe reckoned that to keep his
family golng be wouald need 1o
cabch af least 15 & day.

Ol an the suney hillkide, a2
we whited, we discossed this
moet styligh of all Beitish hawks,
Sometimes known a4 the spar-
rowhmedk of the uplands, the
merlin  favours alitedes  be-
b BOO.and LA feer. The
mule is searcely bi than a
blackbird, and in flight looks
ratber Bke 8 euckoo,
with & shorter tail. His back i &
fine sty blue, his unde
barred buf and hrown. d
om, hils profile i 8o slim aa to be
almost invigible: ke a Stealth
Gghles, he it sarcoly detectabia
nhepw':n'in torwands a target.

Four or fve yenrs ago, or-
nithologista feared the merdin
had gone Into 8 ssrious decline
In Wales. Old nest sites on the
ground, in beather or molinis
grass, were being deserled, and
the birds themsebves seemed o
he disnppeari

The reason thelr demise
— people claimed — was the
spread of new plantations in the
maniins, It was said that
putting buge blocks of h
umter brees, foresters had drasti-
Eﬂ reduced the ares of open

on which mecling depend

for food, Forestry, in other

warda, was the béte nolee of the

. lands, the destrayer aof wild-
]

Recend rescarch hag largely
disproved thess claims. The cur-
rent research project in particu-
Lar has ghown that, far from dis-
oppeering, the medins  have
m:rcg mm their nest sites
into the new treca,

Steve Parr believes there are
novw ahout S hrwhu:lils in
Wales. The 20 nests he found

(jountry
Matters

.DUFF
HarT-Davis

Inst year produced an 7 -aapr of
s young apiece — A gkl per

formance. This year's #veio
will be bower, 85 & resull of 17
relentlesly wet weather in hina,
which muode hunting diffindt
and may have drowned some
chicks, n 50, he reckons the
merling ane doliag well.
i, indeed, are all the Wekh
rapitors. In the pest two years the
brated Etes had their
best-gver bresding sensons, and
peregrinea have incressed from
the low point of the Sixdes to
their t recorded tobal of
eome 260 breeding pairs.

. The aim of this summer's sur-
wey is 1o find out more about the
mesdin's babdis, especially the

it humts, I 3 ined
:ﬁu are that the male hl:nw-
eral favourile areas that he
veorks in furn, ]{.l.urhg made
three or four kills in ons, he
secms bo try anotber for & while,
To eaplure the  particular
birds he is sudying, Steve st o

+ environment In

r 5 ool aCroed a tide near the
ro, piod B eluffed tavwny owl on
a el tree, and phaved an owl
cnli fhirough § tape recorder,
The female, hurtling out to drive
th: latruder off hor patch, was
caught first time and Hited with
n radio; soon aflersands the
male came In with a plplt and
wad alio petled

Now, by switching to the fe-
male's frequency — 259 —
Stewe could phek up & stream of
lienuel bdeeps that showed she was
on or near the nest close behind

‘w5, By taralag to 379, be could

fainily hear another merlin,
knram as the Dalarwen male,
Far off on & different teritory to
the esst, But the fellow we
wanted was on 309, and should
b somewhers much closer.

“I've got himl™ Hteve am-
nanced saddenky. "He's head-
ing towards . the bluff
"'-:1'1¢. He's eoming ln l'u.I:;" ”

Tl slre of the signal in-
vreised ra:ﬁt. Any roment,
we would see him . . . and there
b weng — a slim, fact, dark shape
erseding with long wing-beats
twards the trees.

From over the wood behind
vs came his shrill, whickering
call. Immedistely the female sn-
swered with lowd exies of ke,
Kew, keew, kewe, A food pass had
been made, and was over in a
flusty, Already the female would
be piacking, the male heading
oul on another sorfis,

As we slipped quictly away,
iy heart went out 1o those fine,
bald birds and their tmange ritu-
AL 1 envy them the high and wild
they Hve,
arsd hape for their eake that man
daes nothing to wreck it.

POACHERS often tumn game-
keeper, but ned many game-
keezpers turm artist. One who did
Is the eculptor Geoffvey Dagh-

AT SHORT notice it s hard

hu;tg:me -p;irh- porsis —_—— thres tiers comprise nationally ] A there are greatec
than farming. We all know 2 nt tho 10p, Lmportant kocal Tou- Soaring success live ummu}h mbh:'::
about farmers who lell us that awm mmu and posids Two Californlsn sondor from the wild u'mrlﬁllwd=
{the weather is too dry but on chicks will ba moTe 1
L oo on the botlom, and other ratenged In o st
the ather kand it is too wel a1 landscapes, i moor Octobar as part of & particulardy of- peregring ful
;fiﬂ.l-fdi::tdnulmin- and wetlnnd, in the middle. four-yesr L] o
AEuUAr Lo :rmﬂ;_ug-. all 0 The central part of the eave the birds from Jahn nt, the leagac's
m:‘;'hﬁ'c ect given so that ! farmers 1;““' g :“H'“T:‘:.ht:k the mﬂk ﬁ;ﬂ Lt ﬂr
they will grow somcthing s A VRS  wnd ceate vili ba caplivity n Los Angeies conry s vielually un-
urapeaknble as i ia uneatable T LN i i ; et M{ not even s farmer and Ban Disgo soow. Thers controllad and conflicls with
'ﬁrﬁ:%u:wlum A o . Tiannﬂ E:I:cl.:lﬂ;lt. are now B4, the comservation principles
Wilrghause i o |8 bremendously and the spirit of Europesn
© before being destrayed. Fabiisy : oul thers is & legislation  for  bird
-J-:: mmmmuﬂ Y long way idea and proteetion”.
i war,’ : ign, 17 it goes
wosformed, with hugs gov- it through, 1t will be a step
:;r;uczlnmumun e 32 b e towarda ulurl;mﬁhhi.; the
1 : o o and ls are From My Lornaine M. Gilmors
ihal we & realising the cost.  History of the Countrpside.  troyed, but to safegtiard wildlife who have, wfter Bi; edition
Liocolshire s the most  The agricultaral country- isiefland bein the procem of some kiad of mora s for the birds prifonk o s pottl
alarming example: s of side has become st poor s restomtion. The aoewer js not  over the place. A with it " off
dnme?wwmlud I place for humans as it b for  with the farmers but or m country, that ia far Fromi Mr Fraterouda arctica Skokbolin Istand, 1 ot
: atummmmmmmmﬁl: Wﬂﬂﬂumhhlm Sls]lﬁ‘iﬂ-;mﬁ? that this perticular [TE ™
desert farming has been the corporake, stone curlew, barn RSPB has drysm up & 1 B r recent ‘:hhd by mlmhmhm
way for farmers to galn iha Mﬂdm repart, “A Future _ MON BARNES E&Im uﬁmmm the and
greatesl rewand: maximising make their om fi , ®°d  Future Erviron- caption rend “the birds caleh sely mmﬂmmﬁ-
1he‘=rrl|;dﬂrpmﬁl.m Now they are straggling. Even  which has gone out to all gov- 588 ot I thelr serrated hills sa they Oy m;q«h‘mﬁgmq
our em;'urﬂdl.mﬁm our H.rdln::in decline: menis. The bedrock 5 the siter 4?;,. Jopps ,"m, }D'T'.Infoﬂu::u?b::n:h do ol due to fisherman, lw.l:rluﬂb.“
country. Footpaths are plough-  cor bunting and scheme ia aubsidy. Jim Dixen, from: Fesearch Unit, |  jump out of the water for i
ed up, egnposts destroyed  Ome mnswer is to have a the RSP agriculture policy RSFE. The , Sandy, Beds, m;ammmm m free .r“uﬂ
ond, cven when the paths good old moan ai the farmers.  officer, vy “The Common  SGI¥ Futuplruumul.d\hym; mmmmmm
caidl, -ihey are mot worh - Any conssrationist worth his Policy puts & high  Fhat'y about: Birdery — check readert of this oftherwis we aﬂmmmhw
ﬂ:":{um;n,m: ﬂ;;;:f'rhmt.'lh md ;mm-ﬁ by eyt v b mh g mhukhrw
n . [ far sand eely and :
open-air food facory. “Ak  of the world le a1 hand, snd  protect wildlife, Fareers who wry vocal, Bright red crows rlgu-hmc = n:ul;mhum?m;
mast every rural change since uoqurm.wluu,r, gz their land to protect = Frankiin's gull in oirs Fad Ihab-ﬂfnpdum off the
Lqrﬁdy%“ 13 ﬂ: mmmgwi:-:d in m mwn:d - o : Died B A o e
rlmonﬂhm A c support.” af Eyﬁd‘k“m Trast Eithiy !
::;psrr;:n;:d:t" mdu:ﬂg mﬂgﬂm@m polhith ﬁwmmpm;mng-um Santon  Downham, N : rﬂ?mmﬁmm
faid Cliver Riacktm in The 1 hemoan whal has boen dey. Aty semiive farvaing all st ooars o Dindline R Hiford Havea, Pembrokeahire
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;." r". Whmh;’ngd-erﬁﬂ bronzs
i*1izoons o iomormaRy
fur 10 days In & retrospective Pt
hibiton at the Matare in Art gal="
lery nt Wallsworth Hul, af
Gloucester, Stk
A rebellious boy, Dashwood=
was abwiys first in anl af schogt™”
ml:ﬂlgkﬁmdmoﬂ:dnm'j
art g [n Southampton, bui-~
hated it g0 much he quit five'™
weeks later, ek
After & series of desd-end
jobe, hewas taken on by the Foé~
estry Wﬁmmlmm’ , and l:vclﬁhi;,;
rars a3 8 ranger, culling, -
Hdm In the Mew Forest. Then he
sl hinissdl wp &8 & frealance any, .,
isl; he began ing 10 years;;,
?gu-.. ar::ngm since | IIE.I.:I e
ron 54 b B [
The fgures of binds that he
creates are life-sized, and somes:
hcr;cnl:h the character gf th:gw
subjects 0 &0 W egrefs'”
He maknshhm.m plag
ter and gyntbetle clay, and tends -
1o carve and pars them down,””
rather thon build them wp, THE
bronzs costs are made In g
foundry that now understands, .

his mqu{:eubt:ualnm ﬁ It cai.!
repmaduce 1
he gpecifies :hﬂuut hﬁuﬁ:zn%?i
Io guperyise the opers %
Dashwood's hﬁhﬂul hypr
notic smoothness, bat ot the
same tinve are fully alive, and rieo.
dinte the qualities he discerns ini
the original, His magpie is thus
“a bird of falsa bravado ands
loutish showmanship™, his cock-
erel 8 “symbol of masculinkty o
pampius chauviniem", bls emall--
owl M'a

[y

'8 little wicked and rlﬁut?:"l

Al ure covetable, the onfy:
snag being that the price of even

i

A, ...

should his latest creption be, de- .
livered to the foundry on Wed:

mesday? A meelln.

falconry

By Joi Youmg

Cé]l to end

‘bloodsport’

it



Farming threat to
wetland wildlife

By AvLice THOMEON

BRITISH wetlands are Roger Ruffon, RSPB policy
being drained, causing ime-  officer, is pessimistc. He
parable emvironmental smid: "The aren is in a
threatening rare  perilous state but they don't
wildlife, sccording to & re-  look as if they'rs going 1o
part by the Royal for  maove an ioch.”
the Protection of Blada.
Using the Somerest Lev-
eli and Moors &8 an exam-
ple, ihe repornt says that local
dminage bodiey are confin-
wing in bower water levels
for n small number of
intensive livestock and ar-

Higel Rndnr.dpmm re-
gional manager of the WA
Wessen  region, and  the
commitiee's ndviser, wmid
‘the commitiee would prob-
ably not recommend raising
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commitices, which control
drainage, are dominated by
aCubE m gnoming
conservalionisis" o
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Lake Baikal
pollution
threatens

world system
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Clipping the wings of traders

Feather report

IF A robin redbreast in a cage
puls all heawen in & rage, the
angels from the realms of plogy
miig ke choking with apaplec-

hard to heat, A campaign
Apainst Lhis business will be
launched mext week by the
RSPD, the RSPCA and the

.Environmeninl Investigation

Agency, which are seeking &

tic: I'I.Ir{cda'_r afler day. As an
of sinful wastelul-
nesg, the trade in wild bisds is

EXRMP

complete ban on the wild hird
trade  througlioul the Eurn-
pean Cormmunity. This is not

- ~Moves to outlaw
- wild bird trade

Polly Ghax)

BRITAIM i= to press for a
European ban ot mports of
exotic wild birds, thoirands of
which suffer horetic deaths
d ErANSPOIT ¢y AT
Agriculture  Minster  John
Gummer and Environment Sec-
e Micheel Heseltine will
ask the Buropesn Commission
next manth o ir-mﬁn:;r the
banning of shipments wild
birds trapped in the jungle of
Afric and South America. The
EC is the workl's largest con-
yumer of wild birds, i i
1.5 mdllion every year Do s
the demand For exotic cag
by

T

Environment Minister Tom)
?gé%ryldd?’hﬂﬁs;m:"ﬁ"h
Gk ! L
Mm;:gmlh -
nity bevel, We are keen to find =
salution to the problers
of the bird trade, aod we believe
wi noed 1o conalder the impli-
cations snd operation of an

SeLOR and
fa 1989, of 184,500 binds
kaported {mto Brituln, 4,000

were desd on srrival and 8 fur- 5,000

ther 19,500 died in quarantine.
Minksters that many

trading, The Government is to
umnfmdm' bo glven endan-
gered status at the next meetng
of the Conventlon on Interna-

this weekend by ani- .
mal welfure ond mﬂlﬂ'ﬂl‘hnl_
“We are delighted that

o ki sl Peles Rog
=0 quickly
nl'1?ann'l‘Imﬂ.u1.EMll].l‘l.
on Agency (EIA), *Britein i
traditinnally in the forefront
md‘:ulh‘tm 80 it
approp wre should ta
this up kn Burope.*

A receal law

:

a malier of sentiments| guff it
is nol & few soppy birdy folk
trying (o gtop people pursuing
their hobbies, They are takl
on & mubismillion pow
interaational indasry,

This i& oot & campaign
against aviculture, Birds can
be bred in captivity; ofien are.
But that's doing it the difficali
way. The eagy way iz to
Apure thousamds of wild
birds, ghd
kets and

EiE
H

TR P
%%gié Eg EEE&
grggig iig
faptnl
if 2

mare died in quarantine.
"Every regulation in the book
wak ] troken, i
Enights. "We've been gm,;
regulste the tede for
and b just Bssn't worked,

birds are o stop sulfering and
il i
hnglbemdgrnlmlm'

Buns on import/export doi-
ments, Frotecied species are
smuggled in regularly. Legisla-
lion is impossible 10 enloree:
how many customs-men can
recogniet 4 Spix‘s mscaw?]
o i T
n an The
EC operates n similar ban for
the expari alits own binds: the
implementation of s ban on
imports of other countries'

w.ﬂf 410,03% birds
ported in 1988, 12,907 were
dead on arrival, 38,942 died In
quarantine, and 6,50 were
refussd entry because of dis-
wase. These were killed.

T]-IEumplﬁ;nmpllj:m:-
point kgldaten: all imde in
.]Immbini miade illegal

of & species
od i and is
capilve-bood: or, if it is not on
the green list, can ba proved to
be capti ;. of il the
ehdpaent of the bird has real | ;
conservalion benefits,

i

captive-bred m. crimie

againsl  eosservation
againm life.

SiMoN BARNES

pack, "Ban ihs

Wader flies into an early autumn

ﬂuﬁﬂlﬂtﬂlﬂdﬂ roon

ith finch
BIRDS Flamborough on July 8 kad
T up to thres more froa July 30,

this wea

:‘il-‘d&t:l Hye dhuh:;u .'ul-.'.'

mrﬂnzrlhu WALy
shorebirds it ls already
mutumn. This diminotive
near iln is the Arst 11:
arrive from Canada since
1048, whan thres appeared
the same time of year,
in:rauini British Eslu
rda to 42, :

arrived in South America
wntil mid-August,
The only other rare wader

grant
to ke — a Pacific golden
wt  ver on Morth Hnm!a
ney, in mid-July, As this
specien
leave ts grounds.
Eibedlﬂlnd western Alaska- gﬁl
befors and Stronsay, Orkaey, on
the 11th, il
More spectacular were the

Wan into Scotland of
black the nearest sum-
of mer territorles of which are

likely & summering |
Britaln after arriving 1":
lmuml. 5% —
ore typical migraot
waders in the sarly
- {Ilmlr ulq.n'um “'l:?m
. been increas ng‘z evident
,  lately — ]
-H:e?ﬂu sl & wecks
‘ward spri

lateness of spring i
Remarkably, thie riciled
into early n&

et
‘t'}:udﬂ OrkE

Anglesey and at Flambor-
aug

over July 5and 6,

Brian Unwin :=I!t expansion of m:m

in the North receptly was
another long-distance mi-

from where it ht
-

does mot mormally
in

, thiz wag most

aEl digne of morth-
Mvements,
I I'DCILIH-!III month on the

July with re
oriple sight

of

at Fi-
oat July
red-backed shriles on

Head, Humhberside,

Further surprises rame

imits mﬁ are Germany
and gouthem Sweden.,

1 sl20 mentioned boe-eatera
overs|
European summer haunta.
This, koo, continwed kn
with zightings at Loch

trath Gramp

Lagt weell one was in the
Inverness ares and two
near Little Loch Roa,

This was just & few days
after » white stork was seen
over Dublin, ona of several
Irish July rarvitics, the ofhers
including a rose.colopred
starli
and a back-beaded bunting at

st mxciting seabird report
wiax ol 3 black-hroweed allsa.

the woatern
hooting thelr southern
o Jul
isn, on the

n aod eastern

5 In the Cuter He

at Shannon alrport

Head, Co Clare,
eanwhile, the manth's

tross seen from the 8B
South Ulst , most
the bird which

Including
Rass Ca
white

di
[= 1] soolery AR
imprexcive gathering of 5,000
Murcar tlﬂ::rln ":nﬂ
Abendsen’ 5

were  deat geabird
involved a Leach's pv:trci

o
bbt-.'rilil’:

ing Shatland almost aooually

mnoe 1672,
Other highlights wers &
of reports of rare tarna,
a Eu%i;l. tem at
X Cork, &

coRste.
Alsa cutstanding wes the
ﬂmﬂwluﬂmﬁr

Arguably the month's od-
report, hawever
]

up over both

which

Broomhdll Flash and Womb-
well Ings, near Barmsley,
soyth Yorkahire, on July E
Inland sightings of these
ocean-dwollors
::rnz ta tlme, but usually dur-
n

i DCCUR

intense westorly autumn
es. Why this bird should

al
ﬁtu appeared so far from the
ded Iln calm mid-spmnice
wienther i< pnreling.




The cuckoo’s arms race

By Tom Tragenza-

ofBristal Universin:
Rurmer-ug i the
Telegraph ¥oung Scienca
Wiiter Awvards J1991

HE distinctive call of the

cuckoo has marked tho

first stirrings of spring
for muny thousands of years.
While most blrds arc propar-
ing For the tabowrs of annther
bruad of hungr{l chicks, male
cuckaos pul their cnnrgics
iolo woeelng mates from the
Lreg LOpE,

The close knit team of the
menagamaus pair, character-
istic of most bird species, is
Tast as males attemnpt bo pass
on their gemnes by maling wilh
a3 many females as possibie,
Thi femalos, with a similarly
cavalior atkitude, then ley
their eggs in the nests of an
unfurtunate hwst, normally a
sinaller bicd, whicly carries
the burden of raising a new
generation of parpsites,

But can the cuckon really be
having it =o ;n-nd? Rescarch
shows that, just like ather
animals, it is fighting a ron:
slant battle to servive, The
young cuckwoo, hatching
befure its oest-mates, kills
them by heaving them out of
the nest poe by ona. The hosis
then laboar all sprlng bo feead
the parasite, which grows 1o
many times the size of its [os-
tHTw“E““'

is is good news for cuck-
ans. The problem is, that
becavse the cuckoo is so guad
A nanipulatiog its host, it
begins to produce pressure
for pew generations ta avaird
maaking ¢ same mistale, Tf
cuckaos are caommon, they
will affect the ofspring of a
lurger number of hirds.

This means that if 8 |lwal
bird is borm which can distin-
Euish between its nwn og
and that of a cockan, it will
avoid wasting tima and
energy vo bringing up ceck-
005 and will instead bring up
more of il own young. R
hirds will alse carry the abil.
ity to discriminate against
cuckoo eggs, and su they ton
will be more successful, as
will their oHspring and so on.
Hence birds that can recog
nige and remove a cuckon cgg
will spread through the popu.
lativn. This begins tn make

Elaiimgd imore dificult for cuck.
wus, producing a pressure on
Ueern Lhat gives an advantage
o # cuckon which by chanee
produces r‘..gﬁs rlnser In
appearance to host eggs, and
sa are not rejected. This in
T Cascs presaure for bosts
to become more discerning,
which leads to beller mimmicry
by cuchoo eggs

ad 80 on. An

A w!n!l’uru era,rem Yty ek that hos o

e Ireell

participant: more discriming:
tory hosls are parasited Dy
cuchens whosse epys are nsar
erfect replicas, while less
bscErming vickims get aniy a
e apﬂmxim:tﬂ rrr:!p}'.
Hasts have evelved tooaban.
ton their oest if they seroq
wurkan on ity this has forced
cuckans tn time thelr raids Lo
the afternoon
when Lhe par-

fevoluliomary enls dre sul,
dris race” like ~ SCUCKoos have 0.0 DOF MU
this has been baen forcoed to within 1
aing un secomls.
elween cuck- 'uﬂ'liﬂ'lﬂ]rllfdl for Also, hosts
oos and their the aflemoons?  have begun to
hosts ever since count  1heir

they became
numerees encugh to make an
impact,

ristafle, Shakespears and
Chawcer all mention cuckoos,
so we can ha sure that ey
have bean around for a while.
We can sen the results of the
arms tare by examining the
behavinural avmioury ol either

. Research
explains

migration
instinct

By Mok Murrra
TECHMOLINGY CORREAFONDENT

| A STUDY of two closely rel- |
aled populations of Europzan '

the: socrets of how binds migr-

|
i varblers has helpad o unlock

afe, Ressarch on the Ausiring
wnd German blackeaps offers
evidence thot birds Inkerit ge-
netic maps that steer thea o
wintering grivaods sometinges .
thousands of miles neny,

The research belps In gx-o
plaln bow yoong birde find
iheir way aver strangs lerrain

without gu

fram an

BdulL It has abao found thai
croasbresding the birds beads
to tbe offspring inberiting
dnmaged maps thot steer iheem

off

urse, dommetimnes Thially.

by Andrew

f MES,
Helbig, & German binlogler,
;re uhmh;%in Behavioural
and Sociobiolegy, Ho
bamessed & phenomencn

called

migratory regtlesaness,

which cxuses captive hirds 1o
Futter in the direction murl
would take if they were free.
Dr Helbig crosssd the black-
2 APl o e
o T Migmiory rest-
beasness, Pure G{T::un kblﬁ_
AP travel southwesy, whepsas
Austrian ones migrate soutl-
east 10 the Mediteranean.
Bath aveid the Alpe The

crosshreds,

from  each

however,
peared {0 jaheriy

jparent,
wauld drive them mu[h%

half 5 n:.up[:
hieh
1he

Alps on a josmey they weuld
b umlikely 10 suevive. |

~brood — they
are more likely to abandon
their nest sf TRES APMAr OF
disappear. This has forced
cuckons to remave only a
single egg when they lay their
awn, aml means they can lay
2ggs unly once the host has
begun laying its own brood,
nme potential hosts have

it e I e oifer Birds' et

avnided the war 2one; experi-
ments in leeland, which has
nn cnckons, on species known
tre b parasited o naEislaod
Enrape have shown tat un-
like thelr Continental rela.
fives, Lhey caooot discrimi-
nate gprainst «ggs unlike their
own, and will I1a|1I!;|iI-¥ ncil-
lkate model eggs “laid” by
researchers.

Lauckily for everyonn wha
waits for the first cuckoo of
spring, it scems lhely that

ir victims are destiped to
remain one step behind, Thas
iy because raising a cuckoo
prevents a hast hird from rais-
1og young for one soasen, bt
still leaves it with tho possi-
bality of Future hroods,

For a cuckan, on the gther
haod, things are more drastic;
anﬁ egf which is recognised
Wil oot reach adulthoad, sa
only those eges which fool
hosts will pass on their adap-
tations. Therefore the seloc-
o on cuckaos to win the
arms race is strong enough to

keep them permaoently
] ahead,

SFRING migration regularly
Epills pver intg earky summer,
his year, howover, the
erratic waather delayed 1he
ustal mild-May rush of rarer
rassage birds uotil June.
Red-backed shrikes and
common rosefinches illus.
frale lhe puint. Exceptionally,
neither species was reported
anywhere in the country until
a [ew, mainly in sputhern re-

Odd weather a
boon to June

Fram the 19tk to the 23rd, One
conld speculate whether the
Franklin's gull — which nught
1o have been on the MNaorth
Aanerican prairies af the time
— was the same bird which
was seon on Shetland oo May
27 and then in Morfolk last
werkond,

Two davs aflter the gull's
Teesmoull appearance; a
Emd whialear was found at

2ions, right at the and of May. purn Humberside, It

Over next three weeks  prompily  vapished, ooly o
this accelerated with at least  reappear two days later. at
13 shrikes and Scarborpugh —
15 rasefinches BIRDS with an equally
in  MNorthern rare wandchat
Britain, mostly ———— shrike, The
in Orkney and Brian Unwin Marthumhbar-
the Shetlands, land coast

with Humbaorside Tarng bosi
amnpng maintand arcas,

Last month stood out for
uther reasons —onn bring the
iequence of sightings of
needlestailed swifts, a specis
which winters in Australia
then migrates to & brocding
territnry spread betwoen
Tapan and eastern Siberla.

& there had been only
sevon Britlal Isles records in
145 yoars, reports fioon Kent
on May %4, Blithfeld reser-

+wedr, Stalfordsbhice, om Juoe 1
andl the island of Nuss, Shet-
lamd, on the 11th and 14l
wore remarkable indeed.

While Il cannot be proved.
It seerns likely this was &
single bird Hyiog the coun-
try's lengils. [Uis also possible
this could have been e saoe
bird that wag recorded in
Morthern Britain in 1983,
1504, 1985 and 195,

The HBoclamation Pond Al
Teesmanth, Cleveland, cn.
aped quite a run ol events in
une, with a goll-billed rcrn
an the fifth, a leaser orosted
tern on the DGth and. mast
sensational, a Franklin's guil

weighed in with 8 Faclfic
alden plover at Druri

ol Mature Reserve — far
from its normal summer
haunts in weriboeast Siberia
or Western Alaxka.

More mabike bird watchers
wore Alde to take in all thess
aevenls, plus the king cider
whidh bas bren on the sca
nedr 5t Abbs Head, north of
Berwick-upnn-Twoed since
Juoe 8, ooly the thied fime
this Arcetic specles has
occurred hetween the Firth of
Foerth and the Humber this
century.

Dheer the: past nine days the
Yorkshire and Humberslde
cuast has kept np the moemen-
tuin, with reports of a1 least
four bee.caters while an Am-
erican spotted sandpiper has
been Found near Walkofiobd,

Notable reparts olsecwhore
b June iecluded a blpck stork
ot Auglesey, a r falcan o
the outer Hebrides, a white.
winged black tern near John
D'Groats, a bee.cater in
Lreater Manchester and a
hlack-headed bunting ot Tar.
bt o e Beottish caast,

e A AEET R BNy

Y WLLETH: 1T 1 have §
[ v unomay miand this
uk, cially buzznrds, It 15
bezavse | have just had ooca-
slen ta vialt several wooded val-
laga Diern A mid-'Wales whure
buzznrols are a2 abundanl as
anvwhers b Breilaln. Every-
wligre 1 cowld hear that typical
soupd of high summar, tha un-
mistakable hungar ey of young
hazzards, [ can't sy 11 1g A call 1
find 8t all beaulllul. For thiugh
e vabee of an adull buzzard
circling high in tho sky {s cne of
natura’s most delightrul
acumadn, tho unmusical walling
of & hungry yolng buzzard can
b voery grating, cepocialiy
when it goss on hour afler
hour. Hy now thesa juveniles
, have flapped away frum their
neste and are perched in
nearhy trens waltng for Leic
ronte to feed thew. Hut this
PPtk only 8l long Enbervols,
hence all the complalning. This
we shall hoen b uat gp with for
guite m while yot, hat by the st
of Auguet modt of the young
gtera ahould have lemrmesd o
[nd fowsd For themselvos O my

Anger

wedk

taur this week T must have
haard 20 ur more young boz.
tanls plealing o ba . L
afraid nat bl will swevive but
that will g1l leave enough o
malnialn he populaiien and
alam o provide a surplus that
wll @0 prospecting for torrito.
vhes culakde Wales, Hut 4 |2 &
sad et that na yon cross Lse
burler inta England Uwe buz-
zavda bogln to get fewer and
that by the Wime you reach the
Blidlands you are Tucky i you
s any ol all. For though thla
blrd |8 everywhere
prodncted by Law 10 18 sbill jusi
A8 much a viclim of tho phaps-
ant shoollng Industry as it al-
ways has boan, So 1 really musi
“UI.IIBB kPIiJE.IIE hﬂhtattd by the
nalae o aur hungry young
bueards., Instopd 1 must be
grateful for what it s an Lidi.
caton |ike our local papulstion
of red lclled, persgring and poln
cald, thol noture remains far
mare rohust haroabouwta tham it
ever can ba in g counteyabds b
frated by hoands of pheasnnts,

WILLTAM CONDHY

over

review of
nature sites

Faul Brawn = R
Environmani Corrospondont

UNDREDS ol silea
saved from develap-
mant to protect wild
T losp their
speclal stalus wider B @overn-
ment scheme approved 1o the
[ords Inst night which has
shocked consarvationdsts.
Frofeszor Fred Holllday,
chabrman al the Hajurs Consar-
wanny Committes, ald he was
deaply digturbed ahowt the decl-
slon bo review sllea of epeclal
sefentific inderest in Scodland,
He 3gid he had net baen
teonsilted,
! The scheme was propased by
Lovd Pearsan of Rannoeh, n ity
banker wio 018 & et
tien of Rannach Mear In Scol
land. He
badile with the Seattlal Matara
Conzervancy Councll over o
aile of apecial sclen

tille inberest
an his l[anl. He wants Lo graa
cattle on It but the NCC sald It
showld ke confined to sheap or

deeT.

Following tha Tow tem years
ago when Hye Governient an-
noanced bhe break-up of the Ha.
ture Conssrvancy Counci] the
latest move i bousd bo aoder-
ming confidence In the replaee-
ment body,

Chris Pattan, then the Envi-
ronment Secrelary, appoiitled a
eo-apdinating commiiten o
resent all Britieh nbereats

ks lecked Inoa long | =il be

natare conservation. The new
ey W bo ba consulied ahot
all majue policy decislons.

"I am doeply disherbed by
what 1 hve heard,” sald Profes.
Bog JME; “The implicatlons
af this go tar beyood Scolland
and affect all n COnELrVE:
Hon bn Britadm, Oms of my fune.
Lok as chalran was 1o maka
sure that the same

lfed to the whale counley.
*“Tnoy have renpened the whole
lesus of

th feml-
Ing af o We
have worked ke hell bo makes
thean changes work,"

M Tan Lang, the Seoltish sec-
retary, said the new body
wo‘tﬂd.}‘huﬂ ap saparately from
the Scoitlsh Malural Herltage
the MCC's supcessor. All cases
whers tha HCC had heen In dis-
pule with Beobsh lamdownera
revipwed. The bady will
have no herithge committen

members.

Sir Willlam Wilkinzan, the
rétlring chalrman of the NCC
wha Fatght 1o keep L3 Indepen-

sald: “Pral haa been
badly Tot down by the Gevern-
ment, they have hroken thalr
promises”

Etunrt Housden, or the Royal
Scelety for the Frodection of
Bk o e
] ng & s Cy with
prafessional stafl i you are gn.
Ing Lo lateoduce 8 separate
review body o second-gieds all

lis deelslons.”

NATURE NOTE

T HESKYTLARK laa
Tavourite nf ta. Ag

well az Shellay's

Tapture on the blithe Spirit
remeditated art,

a}l:{l!i its
there are fIve poems
Ciinlz devoted o the ot
5 e85, [ was the song
Aight of this stherwisg

nnrensachable small brown

hird thal inspired hath
poets. They saw the lark
Ascending on winnawln
wings wnlil a spech in the
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