Chairman: Mr, L. BLACOW
Secretary: Mr. A J, HINCHLIFFE

HEWSLETTER NO. 56

FROM THE CHAIR

You are gll probably aware that the Wyre Barrage Feasibility
Study has been published. The £200,000 spent has only raised
further questions that will cost another £1.2 million toe answer.

We have already attended = couple of meetings to discuss
the barrags, unfortunately I cannot report about the content
of the meetings but there are a couple of questions that we can

help anawer.

1. We need to know how many birds feed around the mouth of
the Wyre, particularly Oystercatehers on the Mussel beds.

?. Regular observers at Rossall snd South Promenade will be
aware of the movement of Bar Tailed Godwits feeding around
the Wyre and roosting on the Ribble. We need further details
of the numbers involved.

. Thanks to all of you who helped with the low water survey
on the Wyre, your results have been well received by the
relevant bodies and we have been ssked to continue with the

Surv ey.

If any of you can help with this important field work FPlesse
let me know aa soon as poasible. The information gatheread
could be vital to the future of the Wyre Estuary.

1 hope we can rely on you for your usual enthusiastic support,

Many thanksa

L.G.B.



THE SHORELARK IW LANCASHIRE

The first record for the County came in 1882 when B (of which 2 were
alive) were captured in Gin traps set for Larks on the Formby coast in
early September. This is an exceptionally early date, no others being
recorded before 14th Cectober. In 1899 one was shot at 0xcliffe in December.
Two were reporfted shot at Ainsdsale in 1908. In December 1920 F.W.Holder
who made so many pioneering observations in 2.W. Lancashire saw one in the
[hmes at Ainsadale.

After ten years birding with no Winter visits to Norfolk my familiarity
with the species remained plectures in Peterson's Field Guide so when I heard
of ? at Mecls, Wirral, in November 1963 a mini-twitch was arranged for the
T1at December. We saw 2 on the tideline and behind the dunes. Driving back
we decided to search our own Fylde tidelines ss soon as possible and on the
8th December Graham Blackwell and I headed for Fairhaven. We descended the
stone ateps at the north end of Fairhaven Lake and within 100 yards were
watehing Lancashires first Shorelark in 43 years! It wintered there until
the 13th March 1964.

Throughout the sixties and seventies at least 18 records followed,
several of up to 5 birds and some invelving overwintering. All were along
the Merseyside cosst or Jouth Fylde except for a male at the Kesr estuary
on 15th Jamusry 1968: ? at Rossall 13th February 1970: 1 at Carnforth marsh
19th February to 13t March 1975.

Following a NWational trend Shorelarks have been rarer from the Fighties
to the present day.

The following are all the records in thls period.

1980 - £ at Seaforth on 315t October.
: 4 at Heaketh Out Marsh 9th November to 27nd March 1981
1981 - 1 at the Go-kart Ttrack, Bouth Promenade Blackpool 8th November,
1982 = 3 gt Beaforth on 70th Wovember.
198% - 1 at Banks on PBth February.

The laat ? recorda have not 'Witted Lhe pattern' with 1 at Stocks
reaservoir on the ?3rd Februery 1987 and cone with Snow Buntings on Pendle
Hill on the 16th and 17th December 1990.

With incressing disturbances by dog-walkera and others glong tide lines
on sandy beaches perhaps we should be locking for Shorelarks in future slong
the upper edgea of salt-marshes.

The Pilling-Cockerham embankment seems to me a likely spot -
anyone feel energetic?

Maurice Jornes




1992 - SURVEYS
LES A SRS T TS

Hive you ewver thought of contributing to the Comman Bird Census (CBC)
o parbicipating in bBied SLIEvEY ok P

The BTO is cuwrrently looking for birders to carry  out work on  three
Suveys during 1992, they are: -

l. Pilot Cersus Project (CBC) . The object of this pllot project iz tog
best two radically new methods of carrying out the present CBC. If the methods
e found to be unenjoyable o vield poor results then amy future pilot  work
will probably tabe rew directions,

The methods are based on a simple lime transect system, The lines will
be on a 1 km. sguare of the national grid and two transect limes up and down or
Acress the sguare are to be established, ldeally 500m apart, such limes to be as
stiraight across the soquare as possible. Orce the transect limes are set up the
ubserver will be asked to record the habitats along 1t and make two visits using
gach method, one early and one late in the season (mid April — end of Jure). One
method of carrying out the survey 1= called the "Transect Mathod" and will
involve walking up ome transect lire Fecording every bird identified within 25,
between ZSm and 100m of the T.L., and over 100m from the T.L.,or only in flight,
This process is repeated for the retwn leg down the othre T.L. The starting and
finishing times for each leg is to be recorded. The other method is called the
"Combinsd Method! and is basically the same as the Trarsect Method but has
additionally ten stations (five per T.L. at ideally 200m spacing) at which a
five mirute point count is taken. Birds recorded at a point count are not
recardzd on the tramsect count,

The 1km sguares are to be selected at random to  avoid any bias that
would be intraduced if observers were to choose their own site. A field worker
would be given a reasonably local square but the sguare could Just as easily be
a dense urban area as it could am area of interesting habitat.

The above methodology has not yet been finalised. But this pilot study
will vequire at least two years coverage and will continue in 1993 but it is
likely that thare will be some changes in methods,

<, Corm Bunting Survey . Since the publication of the first BTOD
breeding atlas the Corn Bunting has shown a reduction of its breeding range. A
decline of 42% over 20 years. The CBC index now stands at about S0% of the (543
level. At the present rate of declire the Corn Bunting could be extinct in
HBritain in sixty years time.

The BTO will be conducting a natiorwide survey of Corn Buntings, spread
over 1992 and 1993, The ohbjectives being:— (a) to estimate the current
population, (b) to provide a framework for future surveys, and (g}l to collect
some simple habitat data in order to relate bird distribution to land use.

3. Mightjar Survey . (This ore is for the Fylde optimists). The last
BTO mightjar swwvey in 1981 showed s British Nightjar population of 2000 males.
Ten years on the status of the Nightiar in 8ritain is unclear,
The object of the survey 1= to count and map  the locations of churring male
Nightjars in the U.K. and provide a baselire for future syetematic monitoring of
the species thruoghout Britain, :

I am sure that you are all extremaly anxious to get
irvolved in ore or move of these Surveys and just wondering what to do rmext to
FECEIVE woht bumper package of imstructions and proforma... .. well! just contact
your Foiendly BTO Segional Rep. - Dave Jackson. Go on - Give him a surprige! 11

Any one whbo has read the latest BTO News can feel free to skip this paga.



RECENT REFPORTS
NOVEM3ER
Undoubtedly the bird of the month award poes to the immature female

Desert Wheatear found at Rosssell om the 5th The bird was found by Roger
scholes and Don Fusling and must have considerably brightened up their day.
At fipst it looked pretty subdued but the longer it stayed the perkier il
aeemed, feeding well snd being very spproachable. It survived some pretty
horpible weather snd was last seern on the 10th. That evening was a very clear
one snd probably moved off in the clear conditions.

1t attracted many hundreds of vigibrs, not just ™sitehers by the car
1oad but cosch trips too, from afar afield as Northumberland and the Borders.
With so meny pecple visiting the area it was inevitable that other birds
would be found. Pomarine Skuas were seen on the 8th asnd 9th whilat another
was found dead on the Golf Course, this luckless individual now resides 1n
the capable charge of Simon Hayhow, Curator of the Natural History section
of Fleetwood Museum. Other birds seen were 2 5now Buntings, a Lapland
Bunting snd a Mediterranean gull, sll seen on the 17th, pinother rare viaitor
was Fd Stirling, =een well outside his normal range.

During the early part of the month there were some impressive diurnal
movements. On the 1st, 205 Chaffinch, 2 Brambling and 5 Skylarks flew gouth
in twenty minutes whilst at Rossall on the same morning between 0720 and
0820 397 Chaffinch, 5 Brambling, 15 Gpreenfineh, 6 Linnets and a Reed Bunting
moved southwarda.

Large flocks of Fisldfares with just a few Redwings moved through the
Mere early in the month. Another Brambling flew south over Rossall on the
15th and a solitary Redpoll moved norith.

8 TLong Tailed Tits were at gtanah on the 12th - it seems to have been
a good Autumn for this specles - Monty Myerscough had 15 at Ribby on the
and and 12 at Lytham Hall on the T0th. The only surpriasing thing was that
taurice hadn't had them feeding outaiﬁeﬁiﬂside/on the gutter of his shop.
Watch this apace.

Talking of Maurice, on his visit to the Reserve on the 17th, a male
Hlackecap, a female/immature atonechat, a Short Fared Owl and 8 Common Snipe
were present. 4 flocks of Fieldfare totalling 76 flew south, It was pretty
cool that day and when T gaw Mauriee later on in the aftermnoon his face
was red with eold. I'm sure this must hsve acted as a beacon for migration -
the Fieldfare were passing fairly close to him.

On the seame afternocon a visit to the Mers produced 8 Shoveler, 201 Teal,
7 Wigeon, 3 Goldeneye, 2 Great Crested Grebe, 80 Fieldffire and a Short Eared

Owl. A Rock Pipit called as it flew over towards Staining.



A pair snd a female/immature Stonechat were at LZANR on the 24th.

Four Rock Pipits were at Stansh throughout the month, A Water Rail was
found in the small Reed bed below the Car Park, and a femals Blackcap was
geen at Burglara Alley on the 17th.

At Pilling a flock of 110 Twite frequented the ares between Lane Fnds
and the Cocker Estuary. The flock was seen on zeveral dates betwesen the 10th
and the 24th. The 10th was not only Wader count day on Morecambe Bay but on
the Ribble too. Detalls of numbers for Morecembe Bay can be found at the
end of the Newsletter; The 5t.Annes shore roost held 550 Oystercatchers,

400 Bar Talled Godwits, 900 Enot, 79 Ringed Plover, 400 Sanderling, 150
Dunlin, 190 Grey Flover and a lone Turnstone.

Not only wag the 10th Wader COount day, it was also offiecial Goose Count
day. November, during the laat few years has yielded some spectacular nil
counts, however this year things were & little better with 279 present
over Wyre,

Birdline North West reported a Snow OGoose east of Pilling on the 17th
and 18th along with 600 Pinkfeet snd s single White-front (race unspecified).
2 female Goosander were on the Wyre st Cartford on the same day. Later in
the month 6 Whooper Swsns were at Bonds Farm, Pilling on the 24th.

Len, whilst on his perambulations in the Stansh, Skippool and Fleetwood
areas managed to find a second Winter Ring Billed Gull snd an adult Glaucous
Gull at the CEGR pools on the 20th. Sadly, they weren't seen the following
day. More common fare, but seen in good numbers were the 3380 Lapwing and
600 Golden Plover using the sandbanks in the Wyre at Barnaby Sands and
Skippool on the 17th. On the 30th 3000 Lapwing were at Skippool again,
roogting on the sandbanks.

On a visit to the szouth of his range Ed found 20 Snipe on Lytham beach
on the 16th. A return to more familiar territory produced a Grey Wagtail
over Hlackpool town centre on the zame day, with one at South Shore on the
PEth.

Marton Mere hacd some good birds during the month. A Pomarine Skua present
briefly on the %rd was only the second record for the site. On the same day
a juvenile, possibly the same bird, flew scuth along the beach at Starr Gate
at 1157. The Bittern, which had been present during October, was zseen on
zeveral ocecagionas. Overhead 10 Bewick Swans flew east on the 1%th and 10
moved south on the 16th.

At the coast a male and female Velvet Scoter consorted with the flocks
of Common Secoter off Starr Gate throughout the month. This latter species
18 slways difficult to count but 244 were seen in calm conditions on the

16th. ? Long Tailed Ducks were present there on the 3rd.



Great Crested Grebe numbers increased, with 18 at Starr Gate on the
1at, 24 on the 16th and 48 on the following day. 4 Hed Throated TDivers
were offshore on the same day. Most unusual were the 103 Hider also zeen on
the 17th. This apecies seems to Dbe extending its range southwards to the
Ribble with counts of 60 or so now coming from North Promenade on a regular
baais,

A Great Skua, which sappeared to be olled was at the Go-Kart track at
Stapr Oate on the 6th and 7th.

There were some good duck movements too, smell parties of Pintail or
Wigeon could be seen fairly regularly moving south at the coast. On the 17th
197 Wigeon flew psst in small parties along with 18 Teal and B6 Mallard.
Ironically this last species, although common virtuslly everywhers, ia never
seen in large numbers moving along the coast.

Murky conditions on the 24th produced 20 Guillemots and 1 Razorbill
moving south off ftarr Gate.

Along the coast at Fleetwood a Shag was seen at Rossall on the 4th.

Up to 95 Mute Swans, 21 Merpansersa and 3 Goldeneye graced the Marine Lake.

For ma, birds of the month at the coast were a (Great Northern Diver
flying south through the surf at Starr Gate on the 1st and a Black Throated
Diver doing likewise on the 24th. Both were firsts for me in the Fylde.

I'm now wanting to see Surf Scoter at Starr Gate and King Flder at Rossall,

DECEMBER

The number of Swans in our area increased substantially during the
month. The 6 Whoopers at Bonda Farm were joined by another 6 and 29 Bewick
Swans. Newton Marsh held a maximum of £5 Bewicks throughout the month.

On the 8th a Lesser White-fronted Goose was found by Len Blacow with
g amall flock of Pinkfeet at Thurnham. The bird was not seen again, in fact
the Pinkfeet remained elusive throughout the month no doubt as a result of
shooting pressure. On the 17th approximately 2500 were on the fielda at
Thurnham. It i1s some years since the geese 1aat used Thurnham on a regular
basls.

At Pilling 6 Dark Rellied Brents were at Lane Fnds feeding on the
Salt marsh.

Low water levels at the Mere produced some good numbers of wildfowl.
A peak count of T5H0 Teal plus 615 Mallard, 41 Wigeon, 3% Shoveler;, 33
Tifted Duck and 27 Pochard. 4 Bewlick Swans roosted on the Mere on the 4th-14%
Me Bittern was seen again on the ?3rd and 28th,

Mhe 37T.Annes shore roost on the 27nd held 1500 Bar Talled Godwits,
2500 Knot., 220 Oystercatchers, 1000 Dunlin, 200 Sanderling, 100 Grey Flover,
8 Ringed Flover and 7 Turnstone. Looking at these flpures gsomething appears
not quite right - yes, you've spotted it - all the counts end in even
numbers. Oome on Maurice, surely there were 1497 Bar Tailed Godwits and
maybe 1007 Dunlinl



Flaewhere larpe flocks of Lapwing snd Golden Plover roosted st
Skippocol with smaller numbers off Stansh and Barnaby Sands. 200 Dunlin
were feeding off Stansh on the 3rd.

Te palr of Stonechats were still present on LSANR on the 8th though
the presence of a local Sparrowhawk later in the month would seem to
Jjeopsrdlise further chances of survival. Sparrowhawks were seen regularly
over Wyre and at Marton Mere. A Peregrine on the 10th at the Mere was
unugual. Also present there were 3 Short Eared and 3 Long Eared Owls. A
Great Spotted Woocdpecker was seen at the Mere on the 15th and ?9th., A female
Hen Harrier was geen at Warton on the 1at and 28th.

Winter flocks of corvida seem to get overlooked but on the 8th
December Barry Dyson counted 4500 (individually) between Winmarleigh Moss
and Eagland Hill. More counts plesse, I'm sure there's lots more out there,
ag I cast my mind back to laat Sunday (9th February). In fact, come to think
about 1t Barry, I'm not sure whether a Corvid flock doesn't ecome into the
category of Boring RBirds (see last Newsletter)., Did you fall asleep as
you counted? Would you count another flock? Is a pigeon flock more exeiting
than a Corvid flock?

On the 9th Barry found a Water Rail at the CEGB pool at Fleetwood.

seawatching was hampered by dark misty conditions brought on by the
high pressure which =zat over the British Isles for most of the month.

37 Great Crested Grebes were off Starr Gate on the 1st. Common Scoter

numbers peaked at 701 on the 27th whilst Velvet Secoters increased to 3 on

the ssme day. At Roasall the Eider floeck rose from 870 on the 3%rd to 1128

by the 29th. They were a fine aight as they displayed and cooed close inshore,

Unfortunstely approaching mist and drizzle soon put an end to the
spectacle. What odds on a spectacled Eider?

After the gloom of most of the month it was a pleasant experience to
weke up to a westerly force 6 inereasing to 7 on the 22nd. A& total of 484
Kittiwakes passed ascuthwards along with 172 Pintail and 55 Wigeon.
Strangely there were no Little Gullas.

As Maurice (Chevalier, this time) once said "Thank heavens for Little
Gulla" - alas there were none. By way of compensation a Little Auk whizzed
gouthwarda through the surf locking far from distressed unlike the one
which was brought to Len at the Stanah centre which had been picked up on
Amoundernezs Way. Sadly it expired that evening.

A female Long Tailed Duck was discovered on a small pool off Fluke
Hall on the 26th. Another was later found on the Marine Lake at Fleetwood.
A female Merganser was present on Fairhaven Lake on Christmas Day.

Seamus Faves has supplied details of the Fylde Ringing Group's
activities during December. On the Tth at Bank Lane Warton, 2 male

sparrownawka and a male Great Spotted Woodpecker were ringed. I must



admit it gounds potentially risky handling either of these apecies.
Was there much blood spilt? On the same day another Sparrowhawk, but
this time a female, was ringed at Clifton along with 6 Blackbirds,
11 Chaffinech and agn immature male Blackcap. At the same site on the
24th 28 Chaffinech, 7 Blackbirds and ? Treecreepers were ringed,

2 Jaya were at Singleton Hall on the 27th and approximately 300
Chaffinch roosted there. T Blackbirda, 7 Redwing, and ? Song Thrush

were ringed, The following day 8 Bleckbirds were ringed at C£lifton Hall.
CONTRLBITTCORS: N",G.Batty, L.G.Blacow, A.Dawe, B.Dyson, 3.Faves,
3.Hayhow, M.Jones, M.Myeracough, R.S3tinger, E,.Stirling,.

POST3CRIPT

I receive many cuttinegs for the Newsletter but I don't often see
or buy the Evening Gazette. Would it be poasible for someone who gets
the paper on a repgulsr basiz to cut out any relevant articles for
inelusion in the Wewsletter. I know that this will mno doubt mesn endless
pictures of our Cheairmon in his capacity as Warden at 3Stansh but T'm
sure that he can stand the exposure. Maybe he'!ll astart getting fan mail
or even requests for bird boxes - I understand that he's a dab hand at
constructing these and what's more he's still got all his fingers.

I zaw Ed a couple of weekends ago on one of his viaits to the shelter
at Starr Oate. He was saying that he saw his earliest ever Wheatear on
Marech 10th last yesr. Thstz barely three weeks oway; it doesn't seem
that long since the first geese were arriving or we were scanning the
ges for Leach's Petrels. I mu=st be getting old or something but this
winter seems to have flown by. )

Talking of geese, they've been'very viewable'! in recent weeks since
shooting atopped inland. There were easily 3000 on Moss Edge a couple
of weekends ago , naturally because they were zo viewable there were no
1oddities' in with them - certainly no Snow Geoose. Still there's time
vet. For those of you who haven't been acrosa toe look at the Geeae it's
well worth a visit over Wyre, maybe combined with a Wader watch at high
tide at Knott End or Filling.

I'm not going to mention the Secretary in this issue. People juat
don't realise the flak I get from him., He now tells me that the first
thing that happens when he gets home from the Bird Club is that Ann (alias
Mrs.Hinchliffe) snatches the Newsletter from him to check for any
defamation of character. Personally I'm s bit hurt by thia; everything
I write sbout him is true, as time will telll

May I remind everyone that I would welcome articles, points of view,

or even adverts for the next issue.
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- Birder’s eye view
of the Big Apple

inlesbed piver in purswic of

Birds, bul this was & new
and gremer  challenge, Wo
wips o mesl &) Blsl Street, p
Tew hlocks nurth ol the Dakatan
building, where fuhn Tennon
Wi murdered. And we wers
la penetrale the mos intimate
lasiness of Central Park, Mew
York! an area kndwn as The
Famble. This is o 1aken hi of
cosntryside bang i tle mid-
e af the world's moest fanious
lares! af coneree,

The giin had risen aver the
East Side, on a clear day thay
made il look like a forress
Irom an Arthurian cpic, suwr-
raanded by the green wildor-
sy of the park. 1 had
armanged 10 mcel 3 wonEn
called Star. T never did caich
her surname, bul she is from
the Mew Yurk chapler ol Lhe
HMationol  Awdubon Seciery,
and A crack birder, You need
L be in these clrcumstanices,

Aulumin is the the Lime aof
bind movements acrass e
narthern latitudes, and [ =1
aul La lank for “fall migrans™
in Pew York. The fall brings
scares of warblers Lumbling
dowen 1o Central Park, and they
dre spectocular. 1 oyou can
dadge fhe muggers snd avaid
medding on hypodermic sy-
minges, the park is o gand plac:
1 welch birds. “Fary af |he
reazan | comye on these trips s
bevause | can se=e pars of the
park nhere I'd never dore go
alune,” oo wl the pamy said.

Ihu\'e wiabed 2 crocodile:

ather
_éépﬂwﬁ

Ceatral Park provides many
SUTCIREE: ¥ou can fnd jopger s,
rallersknters, people drinking
from Boades wrapped in beown
paper,  slecperd,  lumbling
streams full of both hirds and
pecple wnshing hemselvee,
med people making enigmatic
remarks at errifying volume,
Bnd ¢ven barders, The mad-
dest of the |1,

The oddest thing ahout
Canlral Pori is that it is full of
lavely spote. [ is the classic
Inner-cily green  casis. And
thai is why il is more 1kan
usually good for  migratory
hirds, There are enough se.
Cluded spats 10 maintain &
decent papulation of breoding
binds, Overhead, the hlue jpys
ECrEank incessnily; 53 much a
suund of Mew York city a3 the
ramble of the subway lain
enl the rattle of the ngi,

Bt for migraiing birds, the
park provides a speciol trest
Ax they |t|;- uver the ity 1hey
a an islond of green, and
drop dawn in their huisdreds
e resl, feed and prepare for
the mexi slage of the journey.
A far bigger prohles than

Nghting odf the ness murder-
£I5 &4 working cut whai birds
you hpve seen. The British lisy
las its prokdeny groups; bul iF
¥oU wanl & seriaus identifica:
lion challenge, Lry American
‘warbders, Far n siar, they are
Hahle 10 come at you i 1hree
difFerent plumages: male, fie-
male  aml immpiere.  And
fheTe Are S0 many specics
maie than 5 nre ollered by
Lhe ficld puide.

We Brits think of warblers
asdull olive birds, bug some ol
these Americans are speciac-
Iar, ‘The Americon redstarl is
as predy A bid as.d have ever
seen, I really is 3 warbler, and
il a thrugl, like a redsian pg
Bt upslerstand {he werm. The
[emale, B preity litde serap of
nathisg with golden paiches,
Mlirls a delickte 1ail that is frin-
Eed with golden yellow, The
male i hlack, with bright or-
ange instmd of gald, A stunner.

ost of these are birds
M the iwitching fraier-
ity woukd Kill o see,

il they turned up in Rritain as
doonicd,  wind-blown  va-
pracis. | owould sconcr see
thege birds in ¢onpleal, and
Star ard Contral Park cor-
bincd e give me black and
while, Cannda_ yellaw and W)l
s0m's warblers, and  anather
warbler called &n avenhird

Central Park is & parudigm
ol 2l the wild places in 1he
warld. A1 the green plages we
have Jell are serounded by
covilisation mow: wild places
exisy nol becowse fhey are
uconguernble, bul because
mankind has given them ex-
PICSS. PErMESEOm. L condimie
EXISLIE

The park shows us a waorld
unger siege: the foricss is nat,
alter ol the buildings 1hat
sirraund the park, il is the
bried oblong of Irecs in the
mitklle. The foriress is sure-
roanded, like every silser wild
place. New York s unihink-
nlble witkout Central Park, fust
as the world is unthinkabi=

i %
Warhling free: un exotic Ame

o e

Brian Unwin

Offbeat
and off
course

arrivals

HOPE that the =xclting bird
migration of earky antumn
wiollld intewsify -hag been well
boroe oot wver the prast
muonth, Rarities fram Eurapg,
America, the Arctic and, mos{
notlably, Asia continued fa
appear, There has beep a
masgive arrival of commoner
land bird spacies and recard-
breaking wildfow! and sea.
klrd moveinent,

High pressure becaime
domisant oyer Aorthery
Eurape during early Detohar
A the eastorly winds I
duced an inevitable influx of
passage birds from as far off
A3 north-sast Sikeria, Arriv.
als accelerated from the 10tk
when many winter-visiting
Scandinavian  fhrushes
became proupded nn eaxt
cofsls by dense fog.

Over tho following days a

hest of rars species mado
their entrance, the mosf gui-
stapding hein

the deeert
warbler on Flamhorough
Head, a varinty ufl‘]ria.ﬁy
recooded anly faur times o
Aritaliy,

rican redatart in Centrul Park

without wildermess.

Hopalessty olf course, this
Liny, ;lule sa.rtdir-hmwn seTilk-
weller should have been
makiug for southowesl Axia
after Ieaving its breeling fer-
ritory hefween the Caspian
Sea god Mangolia. Since then
Lwe mare have turned up, o
on the Lsle of Wight, the other
Last Sunday in Kent,

From the second week of
Octobier there wers several
reports of Radde's warhlers
frum Siberia, at least seven
belween Humberside and
Shetland.

Asian arrivals did nat have
a cemplele monopoly: twa
red-eyed vireos from Morth
America were found pear
Sealon Carew aod at Barnes
Mass, near Dunbar,

However, the Far East pra-
vided the main forse of atten-
tiva, particilar in late Deto
ber, with Isabelline shriles at
Spura and Marth Fonaldsay,
and a pied wheats=ar ag
Tarness

Mid-Gctober brought a
deep depresslon fram (he
Atlantic, pulling s¢vers winds
down from the Arctic as it
Eush:d a0 across the North
s dmd this bed 1o a phenam-
enal soabird movement on the

13th when 485 Irmg:-uile:i.

skuas, the biggest dai
ever [ogged 1o
pasl Flambaraugh.

Mexl day there was an awe.
snmw northward fAow alnng
the east coast as hirds dis.
laced by the gale teak advan-
lage of the gentler wind o
make 3 quick returm,

¥ todal

SIMON BARMES

Hiftain. Asw

First rule for the twitch
report — keep it clean

FOR THOSE who regard
Uwilching a5 4 deadly serions
business, it is casential that
the Hicks against theie British
wild by species list elyuld
L serupulausly clean.

With at feasl 200 of these
suger enthuslasts pow having
more than 400 species
marked up to their credil —
and each of the 0 froen-run-
ners hoping Lo be the fran o
hit the as E':'m vnattained 500
mark by the end of the oen-
tury — nuthing cain be Left b
rhance,

Sn, when history almost
repeated {bsell last weekend
and uffered a chance 1o rein-
force one “tick'’ sver which
fhere is o questinn mark, the
highly competitive twitchers
Flucked teom throughouot
Britain.

Tl bird that hrovght refi=f
to many who feared (hey
could lose ground in this
whackiest of races was a pine
huniing w1 Blakemogr Farm
beside Creaswell Pand nature
reseryve in Duridpe Hay,
surthomberland.

This species, whirh bresls
in Siberia and spends ite win-
Ters ::lainlt'.r n Fakistan,
narfh-wesl India and sorth:
ern China, las been recoided
abuul 20 times in Britain hyt
has still managed 1o elude
¥ mivmber of determined [ist-

Slow to get off the ground

Darin

TI!’E WINIDPIGEONS
ure pesling in g ¢y press
ot the bullom of ihe
garden. They wre kardly In
the peacuck category of gars
den oriusiments os they snn-
ler atrose the lawn picking
ab the weeds, bul, al close
quarbers, woodplgeons are
are unnxmftudﬁ- enloarfal
i & subdwed way,
Their plumage of Liue-
Erey 15 emlive with ghoy
green and purple on the nec
Lhal merges It the pink of
the breast — even if the
eMecl of the clegant calowr-

pigrons' plamage is the ba

keepers. This is becauge, in
the past X years, oearly all
have either heen o remate
Seattisl islands or have not
lingered long enough for
mare than a kaodiul of people
Lo see them,

Then, in February 1980,
there was a breakihrough
whell one was claimed at
moTe accessible Big Waters
nature reserve, MNewchatle.
Lengthy gueues Fformed as
the dedicated streamed to the
Morth-East from all cormers of
the tand 1o view it durlog its
month-long stay.

The anly problem was that
thia Lird, a female, looked
just like a rather grevish

than 200 for much of Sunday
— because It was & very dis-
tlaclive malbe.

Ita most striking feature, a
hasically clestnut hoad w
contrasfing white cheeks and
central crown stripe, means {t
Luobu like nothing but & pine

[

[i1 )

Incidentally, it underlioed
bow even a well-marked
exntic featbered visdtor can
remain nadotected in a coun-
iry which has more bird-
walchers to the pquare mile
tham anywhere in the world.

Almost certainly it ardved
last automn &4 part of the re-
cord influx of Asiatic mi-
grants which, g3 it happens,

yellowhainmer. included pioe bunt] on
Controvorsy over whether Orkney  and,  briefly,
it actually was a pine bonting  Humberside,

rantinues to Th_!u iay an
there bg & possibility the siglt-
ing W|Iru||ut f:nnl!%_be
aucepted by the British Birds
Harilies Commilttes,
the sppearance of the

Cresswell buntiog, remark-
ably just 20 miles from Big
Waters, led to much of the
twitching fraternity returoing
Ltz the Marth-East as inapr-
Apce against the warst
LU TN

There can be no doubt
abwut the ldentification of
thia large sparrow-gized bird
— watched by crowda of more

Whatever the gliuation, the
bird did oot come to light
until the recent long fro
epell resulted ja Incropss
mumbers of fAnches and bunt-
iogs coming to tuck in at
sheep-foeding troughe at
Blahemoor Farm.

Ita discovary ended the
long run of natloowide
twitcher Inactivity since Brit-
aln and Europe's first l-lu11-
maki Mycatcher from Asia n
mid:-November. Opn can only
woader if otler rarites have
been slmitarly lyiog low and
ard yal to be foupd,

eourtahip, ihe male

m bows to his paris

|11EII5 rather spoilt hy the plgry eyes and siily
walk:

Ome of the el ﬂritin’ldmn#ll:? of :hr.
W palches

plgeon, so

enormour ¢fort fer the heg

It 15 understandably very
anwilling te commit [ts2if to the slr unless
there |8 & real emergeney,

his npch Lo
the white paiches
surrounded by Iridesceni

The polches are also dis-
played to the full when 5
woodplgeon cransa bla
In alarm, This I8 enough to
alert other plgeans, but they
;..ullr' islngly slow :*ua

Ight. If my pigeons spod t
il wandering through the
garden, they are content in
watch umil IL canses danger-
oty closg, le off is mn

wy-lepdbed wood.

3

Mare than 1,700 ttle auks
were counted at Flambor-
ugh, and along the coast the
wird was of unprecedented
flacks of wilidlowl.

The rammon. acoler was
especially
10 2,500 a
points, AL least lwo rare
American surl scobeds were
spotted during this spectacte,

This week's storms raised
prospects af similar seours
rences. Althoegh tha sk
lamd bird migration period is
aver, there id shill 8 chance of
further affleat arrivale

nminent, with up
¥y passing several

on the neck, These appear s funetion as an
enbanvement of sighals o other plgeom.

Robart Burton

Rare birds home
in on the range

EEF in wonded [lai-
DliI'N:IE igar Thetford in

Norfolk the Ministry of
Defence bae run Lhe 30 675-
acre Stanferd Tralning Area
since torling val the octa-
panls of Ave villages 1o 1843,

"When Lhey were iobd the
area wis fieeded for dradning
thity acluslly cheered,” says
Ma] Peler fhews (redd
Lhe T“'E' ligisom offiter. "
don’t thinh [hat'd bappen
blay, somehow; o different
patriotism, P suppose™

The Mol gets 165 cheers
now from from fllm ¢smpan-
les kern Lo pay handsomely
fur the chamce Lo work their
magic in @ Zome free of bole
lrnﬂhpu!m!!kspanchﬁlsln:ﬂ
the pawping pablic, Brigadea
af thespinms can mix Il with
Lhe Brigade of Guards
beeause only 5687 scras are
designated “lmpacl nress™,
where live morlar and arti]-
lery aleells can Land,

The: vesl, Live Mol |8 keen s
poind out, s a m? Hargely
unspoilt habitul of mature
trees, farmland, open heath,
chean slreams il unirouhbed
wildlife. More Lham 185
;pc-rlosuﬂ:ir\d and 811 imsecis

nd sapcluary In the ares
The Mol knows: {¢ has
comnled. The Haé neludes Lhe
endamgered nighljor and
standg ¢irlew.

Muoch of Dud's Army was
filmed om the Froghtll ahn.r
ome of Lhe largesl (raditiansy
Encl Anplinn heaths, hnown
ux Breekinnd. Al leasi ane log
vabin buiit [or the 8lm "Reve.
Itivn" remaing intact by the
clear-Rowing River Wigsey.

Rather less Indact mre the
villages of West Tolts, Ston-
ford ‘Toitlnglon, Lapgford
amd Sturstomn, Grand houses,
Tarmy amid viearages have lang

gone, lesinment bo much
enthmslasiic iraining for the
passibillly of wrbam warfare
across Germany.

Cariously, the churches
remain diocesan property.
The gravea and Saxon archi-
teclure sre malntnined by (he
Minlairy of Delence, ulthough
lowers are coveted for obyer
hliulm;‘nlp&r{nbllﬁ.

Stanford |5 used mlmost
every day, exeopl for a brief

udlm:: g rmnm,aﬁ

FRER FELY 84 dne
the fnest Infastry trabniog

rounds in Ewrope. Ahomi

5,000 people tralin on il

alchwork of Fanges — a neg-
igible Bumber compared
wilh the 10 million who sl
L= New Forest FERF,

Maj Maithews, whe served
with the Royal Reglmeni of
Wiles, must juggle the differ
w0l teweds of guardimen, engi-
negrs, lnfantry, glone curlews
an fi|ma crews.

"We're really gronl emvie
rummeniailsis,'” he says, "We
&ve Lo be., 1T this place turned
It a lunpr Inpdsca
T goed le anpome, " W
we've planted some 50,
trees, miosi of them hord.
'w\nm‘lnll|II over Lhe pest thres
years,

The range |5 home o 20 of
e 16D last nadd nirs of
et cuirlews {Norfolk -
ers t0 Eaal Anglines) {n Brit-
ain. The cmrlew, o ground-
Bisting rd, mesds a clear

view utross open heath,
As the Ferestry Cotamis-
slom tells timiber, gl

Heerd move in s reslore t
heeeh bo its former ddale. They
even takio otl the tree stumps.
"The last thing we want to
80 s damage a yehicle an
night trainimg." says ihe
MEJOT. T.



Ulysses plots the end of the nenes

ALL TEIS week, fram eighl in
the marning andid HLO nt night,
an interpalivmal leam of scier-
15515 bas been slaving mway at the
Slmbridge Wildfowl amil Wel.
Lncls Trusg, on the asier pead-
amws haxile the Severm, crunch-
ing rusmhers in their compute s

[ il the [uture of the
wrmdwnlc:fwl.

Thwtesde the widess of the
coaferznce roont, ducks wess
constrntly taking off, wiesling
Across s sh‘rx anid dropping into
he ponds ol tue sanclusary cre-
ated by the lane Sir Peer Scuwte,
Swane fioated on the water and
goess stood about oo the pras
hanks. The scens was id%ll.i-.-.
mirred caly by the (2 that gl
Leam indnors was plodting 1he
tmixe 1] threatened species,

Thix saunds & gloaomy =y of
describing Akeir actwity, bat in
[acl they were deing exaclly
Lhak: snder the guilance of Pro-
fesson Ulvssex Seal, an experl
froen the lslermational Union
far the Comservation ol Nalure,
they were: processing all avail-
able infoemalion 0 fimd ool
when varigs endangeeed spe-
cies will hecome extinc unies
tumans step up theis effores 1
sive them.

A smple char, e Mace-
Lanude Criterin for Pricriy Cate-
uries, gave guidancs an what o
uapect with hind populaisons of
variuus sizss Any specics numn-
Lering 100 ar mare i5 consal-
cred sale. Any with fewer than
251 members, by conivssl B ooe-
garded as “rrilicad”, and will be
xtinet in K years i befy (IR
puaiced. Beiween these extremes
arg ABose, with 250 b 2500
medbees Mendangered™)  pncd
2500 1o HLIREE {“ulnernble™),

The eml praduct af (he
wiek's caercise will be a dacu-
menl Bl oul b every 7o in the
wurld, adhising bird keepers on

hivar thedr resonrees cim et
rafitzhly he deplived

Atthragh many speck
cnnsilered,  special aliention
wits facnssl on che pene Lpra-
amirged sy} . o Hawajian
govae, with which Stimbridps
has been invodved for nine than
Al vedns, A landsone and dyeni-
Tl D, with & Black Lop b ity
head, barced  brown-assl-whele
Back, =nd Lall-vefercd Docast,
Lhe neec s unigue in several ge-
specls, nol lexst the shape of ils
leel. These, having less web than
other waterfizal, make the nene
exveplionally ndmble an lamk
anel an eaelent walker.

Menes were ame plentlul,
The explorce James Cook found
tlean such good meat st he
filled the Mesofion =il Lwem
during his vish of dsiovy L
Hawaii in 170 and cven i this
cenfury they Teatured on e
meris  af  lecnl  pesiasana
there. [t was Sir Peter Sco him-
sell who put Uhe birds intix The
intermational limelight in 195,
when he disciwvered thal anly 30
inclividuats remained inthe wild,
and I in caplaaly. e sent
an esporl by heldp the awaiians
sel up a breeding programme,
and ke emissary brought back
lw preese to foand g reserve
commandly in Englami.

Bul when. i Lhe spring, hey
btk began o -lay eges, i he-
vame clear thal zn eroor had
crepl in. Llegent lelegruns pra
el gander, raising Lhe Trit
ish popaliation b three, and
Iponey Ut mosdest base o whole
new Bl T spaug.

Theie was a o peeand when
hes geess phssdd teagl whan
soRentiens call o Mg Dugle-
neck” Lol Bl amd uges
[adled 1w hatch. Many spevics g
tivde 1 when Ay reach Lhis cali-
cal sfape, bul e pénes csme
theough it and diew wsay again

(ountry
Matters

LHEE
Hawr-Davis

sivoarronply bt MR el b
senl back o Huwaii

The speathead of the Menpe
Recwery Action ﬂmu.p is I
Jell Back, a yrang Americzn
walurfiral  ecolopisl wha hae
Iz ol Slinshrilpe fir U vears
arel oo Lhe: establishment's
principal gesearch alliver. Tle
Tl greese all enazr e world:
e Bis alrcady minde two Gelkd
Lrips W Ebawasi, and plins an.
dbcr for this winler

iz wbservalioes shiva that in
Lheir malive habitae nenes live a
musl  comloriahle life. Thay
wake up with the sumand prage
fir L wr Ihree huars in priss
Uérries or the shenes o other
plate, Ther, as U sun g
W for tlaic Ik they
e o i shade i
hcie il . “basically diving
auitbing Dt panting”. ancl
shulting cxcepl 1o keep in theic
chivsen pich ol shade, Bnothe
aveivg ey g agin bolone
B o sep

Ll Lergely o the olfons
ul Blzleridge ad 1he Hawsiian
Lo, Ue it popdalam
s el Dack to SCEL Bud Uins
wchn  vismpulcs  simufalion
shsedd cvem Phab o el o vis-
bl populalion: withoal  in-
creised  human back-up, the
species will clie ol in 20 wears.
Ol impartard ajim ol Lhe re-
search graup, iherefiore, was in
sUpgEs] wilys of sERpRIng up sip-
poort The troaible is that in Ha-
whit much has changed for the
wierse since The rescue peo-
granme was nuiched. Mot aaly
Rt o prent bl of halsital been
destroged, for the sxke of pise-
s, sipne cing al Botelss
i, many alicn crenhings hive
been imported, semie inacver-
Lendly, some dhrnnpgh misguided
iitemipds o correct (he halanee
ol paduane

e clisastrous ird rpcuchion
wits Ml ol the  mangarse,
brvaphl in 1o kifl rats. The mon-
gl now eslablished ilse=Il
oA preal menace, and preys
hcaviby o e young geese. So
o beral vats amd dogs, and even
wifd boar, whicl were impaeted
10 provid apork, bul breed oul of
eontial ot seruboon the
LT

Anthin  enweloeme  immi-
aront Bas beean Uhe muosguilo,
which cwnc in un ships and
Bompht with il Mo parasiles,
swliich Ritled ot all the birds liv
g beolos LIHHR feet. The re-
niEnEng nens smaght sanctuary
Al fggdicr alliudes, ansl. beciuse
e suvrvins wore [ownd highin
e mi e, seicels anstik-
by thaatsghe Ut Ui waas Dl
mitiiral ik LS TTE S (=t T
yers s i b aporcceaied
thal the peese lae Dsetier at
liwwetzy ‘-«."N‘t whigs L Tecding is
richer

Mk can be done to lielp the
nenes v pecdator-coniral

pauerammns can by launched,
mare peeses can be reared in
vaplivity. and  beller habital
lound for those thal are ree
leased. Many viher species af
wihllirad are in wisrse trowhbis,
lar inslance, the white-winged
wunnd duck, ol which harehy 300
are hought Ll survive,

This week's study prve a fagel-
nating innIFﬁt of the glu:.hal ef-
farts heimp made o save wild-
fowl, Mot only bed Professor
Seal flown in with sn asssiang
from Minncsata, but a piglailed
aviultunst foom Hawad, Dr
Feuy Duvall, bad come over by
conziegy of Brilish Adrsays, and
Stntrridpe sl ficlded & slrong
leam to back than up.

Throupghoul 1k sciemias” de-
liberations, the Englah colom
of renes, 2N strong, was pua.r.[):
ing ahoul cutsick az if [t owned
the plnce, The birds. tamer than
chickers, stump  around  the
huildings in pairs, in and oug ghe
picnic tzhles, ignaring the ha-
man hordes and chatting 1o each
ather in companicmable Yicte
draning  nndses (perlup: the
rhumetic origin of their name),

JellT Dlack krarvas the spaci\q
sinwell bzl he can ir|.1¢|'|1r:|: &
ery sounl. “Ile's colling 1n her
L cowme g and falloow himy ., IF
he dicn'l expect an arsaer, he'd
b Lalkimyg mare quli:ll].' i tE -

In purely aviam terms, ihat is
o diught o correct inrc:rprﬂn-
Liva. Buk it is epsy for B pew-
vamier, taken with the sheer
charm of the nerss, fa impgine
Lhat they are lebhying 1heir bu-
i bonefuciors with the limp1:
L=l ultienale requesl, “Save oar
souls

L of rhe Suppor a Mene'
propranme oan e ofdaimed

The Wilkiow! ard Mo
Truxt,  Aimbndge,  Cloucerier.
sfvéee, (1.2 7AT.

MATURE nm':.

Sound of
silence

Drowning in alphabet soup

apend a ot of ture dealing
I with PR Pnﬂ"" whiat job

s o & somelhing
dull amd unimporiant sound
frightfilly mteresting. [ am
heginning 1o suspect that there
crists a rival profeasion: ainl-
'R penple, whose job requires
thoin 1o make  somethin
lnvely and unportont soun
sand-cardlingly fediows.

I am sure that one of the
musl important. leasons anti.
PR r:-murldarn is the Acro-
nyenic Defence. IF you wanl b
kill public interest in Any
subject,  however  delicious,
eadnig. i with initinls, Af
unce, &l readers’ cyes glaze
over, Wou can even ma
Lhis wilh war, Warlire 1s,
whateyer else, a compelling
subjecl;. bul chuck in the
inttinld ,of a dozen - guerrilin
proups and it's one-lwa-Lhree,
whene's your readership?

Theij same thing hoppens
with birds. Lniial capital les-
ters ape crucial e the very
beckbope of conservation in
this couniry — the system of
Sives of Special Scientific Io-
Leresl, They are called 55505 —
liave | lost my readers already?

IF sLill tbere, try adoping
cansErvationisl jargon, and
call hem 1ripd yies. There
arg aboul 5400 of them,
acepunting for B per cent of
awr land sarige. Most ol these

siles Arc o privale hands.
They enjoy sinlutory profec-
lion, aod they arm the linest
wildlife areas in 1he country.
They were invented in
194%, and 1he kgistalion was
beef=d upoin 1981, So far, 50
fine and dandy. | was walking
on o 5551 earlicr this year: i1
witd onc of 1he most unatires-
tive things 1 have ever scen.
‘IS was Thorme and Hoifield
Monrs,  South  Yorkshire,
mimed for peat by Fison's, 1
was like n stroll on the swrface
af the muan. Bul Fisnn's has
every bezal right 10 wicck the
place: il has planmring per-

L
it

Seather
eport

mission datng back 1o 1950
ural 1950,

Shell ran & papeline acrnss
Muarich More, 5 5551 n
Sepakand. It dul su agains the
advice ol mapy  conscrva
franiacs, Bulding continues o

S50 lancl nn Cpnford Heath in
LI sk, mgain Lhe resule of old
nlanning pernkissions.

Clearly the eniire swsieng is
paeked with flaws and nesds
o be heeled up Tl s jusl
one ol the many imparcani
rainis addeessed by the Boyal

Soviely fw the Provscisen ol

Birds jn @ slongly-warded
docunent entitled * Action for
Herds &l the Environmeni;
The RAPD  Environmental
Manlesie lor the 1990

Fur the region of the 5551
system  conhinoes.  Fagses,
cheapest, mosl cenvenienk:
such  argurnenis  are aliew

ennugh 1o win permission foe
1hcir development for ropds,
factorics, marioes. The RSPB
sayy there should be a crl-
ferion ol urgent naticnal jn-
terest, and the complere Lack
of an allernative, hefore an
RAEL is developed. Any
puzed develppment sllnulm
subier, Loy say, “L rigarous
enviranmenial  sescaEmen|
A & local public enguiry™.

Yo mean it {07 2lneady?
¥iou would have thoughi o,
hubit is nol e ey Fact that
1his  infurmation  comes as
news o many of us is the
linest demonserntion possibie
af the efficicncy of the Acro-
nyie Delence: Places we ires-
sure ane being calen up befire
ur EE“' fur unfartumasely cur
eyes have glazed over.

ShEls are vur natsonal and
ratural herilage. Government
advisers hove worked out that
it would cosl £300 million o
secure the besl sites for i
nalion, But | expoct we will get
anaither motoreay insiead.

HIMON BARMES
# What's about  Surderr =

watch  far vk, el
Listea Jor bisk-piy EQuvak-
[T, d g gerlem,
Twilehiver — reni-lreasted paose

al Caerlarerxck an the Seluwwp
Fierky itk @ flock w12 00N
harnacke pevsr. Dedealr from
Hirdline. (28 FRO222,

Is your garden bereft of birda?
Jokn Lucas looks at a book that
cotld help you woo them back

HEN my cul Tess died, there were na

doubt twitters of rellel amoag the local

4 bird popuintion. Nevertheless, all is abill

silent In my no-go grea ¢f a garden: the starlings,

sparrowe, lokeo robin and the Blakhonavite homss

marting, with their enginesring fearvel of a triple
wall-mest, nll sa¢in b be holding odF,

Fhiid rescue could well be at hand: i I Follow the
advice in Les Stocker's sew boak, The Complete
Gordexy Bird, my gardan miay yet earn reinsiabe
ment. Les b (he (oundar af the bizarrely named
wildlife butrlltnl 5l 'Iwiua{wmm, & he should
knpw, He's the 5t Francks of Aylesbury, saniour of
birds &5 well ns the hedgelogs for which be is
Tenom '

Hia boak's megsage s that we gan all n
im his bicd comservatlon crusade. hrll.:é.hym»nmp“‘
bolders doa't recognise Uielr gardens for what
they are, he goys: 16 million plets wad each one
mini-naturo reserve. We shoubd aet vut to nitract
birds mot anly by growing the right kind of trees

and ghriabe b emrgurage pesii wt hy providin
E:Pﬂl' bl dables nrd neali — which t:
crihes and lusirotes in de

i
And thess ghould e the right hisd of foad,
toa, particolarly |n harch mtbﬂ:‘n one severe
winter, bird tables saved o million of the smaller
birds, 30 it's a resl hipdness. Bud, lke man, birds
canuat |lve by bresd alone, s diets chould be
varied with berries and s:mun wiids, fruit malze
B i s L Y e
i Lomf |

thHLrtl Em“h i sy

ere's m seethon o blrd Identification, too, so
mtrumdiﬁ‘tln:ulﬂh el apeien Kk Raeiat of (1
amd finch and tell n ptarliag from s thrash aod =
redstart frum o redbreaat, By Lhe way, stariings
deserve & belter press, pecording io Siecher
Thelr mumhgrs wre falling, which b bad news for
Barleners, bor it the leatherjsched larvee to
which awr lnwns are heir thet help arlings
N Sfacker favp haowled

Er s & wledgs of Rral akd fo

wild blrds, toa, which (s ofien Eﬂlﬂm. He hlrrl.'-:

self has ivested damaged syed, brokes beaks, bro-
hen wings and brwien legs, 85 | belurq:h.:'m.

Slrlking mamy 8 protecti ord, Fearnd
et el P
Cﬁll lﬂlriml?h-i?::::u. el
F jasl nE
tlmhnﬁhu-m.;egﬂulmlnm

@ "The Complete Garded Hid Stan
TATTem & Limscin, £3 801 L Socher



WHEN OWLS KNOW BEST

A s of what British le dislilee s
about the eondifion omu courniryside
would inchede the replacement of griss past-
ure by arable crops; the ahsence of verges,
hedperows, coppices and  other  rough
graund to interrupd the endless deserts of -
tensive farming: and the decline in wild
plants, animals, Ingects and binds wiich
need that mugh ground. A lst of whit Brit-
ish bam owls dislike most woald be identical.

Because the land i3 no longer =0 hos-

itnble, their numbers are estimated 1o have
Fa]Sen oy fewer than 5,000 hresding poirs,
below half he tolal before the war, Cleardy
wwls and penple shiuld join forces — and it
wiwld not be the fise time the two specics
had combined for their mutual benedis.

Mot Jong ago the virgin [omestz on the
norihewesl toast of the Unled Staless were
steadily disappeaning inio the fimber mills,
emplying the hills and valleys of Chregon and
Washinglon State of trees and  waldlife,
Conservation campaigners were powerless io
arresl the pedvance of the lumbergack — onid
they made common ceuse with the Monh
American spotted owl, B resident of thess
ancient mixed forests whose habitel was fast
vanlzhing. Saving the owl Became
the cause which caughi the public imagina-
tiom, until the state authores themselves
had to pay heed. By campaigning to save the
owd, conservationiat had saved the forests.

The Roval Socicty for the Protection of
Birds launched ils campaign on behall of
British barm owls yesterday. Given that its
aim encompasses nothing less than the
reform of the European common agricul-
fural poticy, the RSPB is going to need all the
leverage it can’ gef. The CAP's budget is £25
billion & year; to defend the owls the RSPE is
appealing for less than B400,000 tver four
years. Mat mach of & threat o big husiness
there — which is no doubt how Omegon's

limbser barons reacted when ey [irst saw
spodted ol Bpel-buttens and ‘T-zhins, Mo
foals: they: not for nothing is the owl (s
represenintive of wizdom

The CAF straitjzcket has emouraged high
productivity in farming. Mow, through the
sot-aside scheme, il is also starting 1o reward
zero productivicy. Such market-rigging sulb-
lerfuges should be seen 433 necessany tran-
sltinhal evil on the route back 1o economic
and ecobogical sanity.  Subsidized over
production led 1o the creation of manotonaus
landscapes berell of everything except a
rgeierop, Such farmens nesl a financial in-
ducemen| o munage thelr land less nth-
lessly, to restore hedges and small woods s
ihal even if the land betwesn them remains
in produdion, the wildlife has more amd
berter hahitar

Lavnwid 5ot aside will gradually become mone
Friendly do natwre, but farmers need a linan-
cinl incentive W manage it peoperly by
Iresiting landscape and wildlife a5 an alier-
nitive "erop” produced for the public benedin.
The Countryzide Commission has pilat
sthermes for special areas dcomfined  at
priseni o Easl Anglial, and e RSPD's call
Tor them o ke wvailable nationwide and on a
much larger scale i timely, In selecting land
o 26l pside farmers ought o lake conser
vation fully Indo secount, rather than simply
chogas bund with the lowest crop yiclds,

The rethinking of the CAP iz cruclal w the
look of the Britith couniryside and i s cap-
adly o s wildlife. Given the tra-
ditional British love of landscape and nanre,
it i the direcison in which Britain should be

ing in Bnssels, apainst he French
ngistence on redistribiiting subzidies mainly
i eneourage French family farms. Their
CcHLSE i In'eilievam b the qualiy of the British
landscage, 83 i i o the interesis of British
ham owls.

LET BEETLES BOOM

No beslle is an sland, Any beclie's death
iminishes cveryone, beciuse i is ubig
uitously inveived in mankind in s st
neccsgary  adivities, This  week's  Social
Trends survey revenls thal 142 dilferent
spevies of nacive Brilsh beete are a1 sk ol
extinetion. Bectics are pencrally nelther as
fluffy as the et suirrel nor a5 cute as the
dormouse. Mone the ke, i his the end of
civilislion gs we know ic?

Theereare an mwhud lot of beetes in Britain,
They are the dusimen and necessary small
businesemen of the planet, Most feed upon
other animals or plants, seme eal decying
imatier, e pul it nicely. They constiute a
quirter of all known crganisms, a definition
that Inchudes dafidils a5 well as clephants.
In the wide world there are about 400,000
deseribed species of beetle, and up o eight
million specics that nolody  has yer got
armungd o describing. They include the
largest and srmalbest of buzzers in the arder of
insects. They were clever enough e invent A
kind of cricket-pad 10 wear wpon their
Torewings. In the United Kingdom some-
thing like 4,000 species have been describod
sk [ar, and there are plenty mor wailing [or
description by unsqueamish posigraduates.

Litile ol Deetles have done worthy, work
for English letters. The verb o bectle.
nmening semething betwecn o jut over jnd
lo threaen, was: eoined by Shakespeare in
Lear for the oiff that beethes oer ils base into
Ihe sem, This was fomed Trom e epithet
beetle-browed, meaning having shagay eve
brows, like Denis Hezley's. Nobody knows
what this comes from, but the best bet is that
it refers 1o the twlied antennse. which, in

D’lpma. ducler ond dabekick are niche- m&m.x and neck above water, The Hitle

:fnrl‘h“mnm.ls-unt,l [l

Tor the littls grebe; and they g
B re with the putience of m cal e s
Thiz ks the best time of year

some bociles, stamd straiphl out from the
hend, and are ned maseh fun b meet, for the
nervilis. Beetles have done their it from
Giray's Elegy, where they wheel their droaning
Tight. fo the Croae, when they are invaked
i spproach not near: and quie rght, oo,
since thers are s vastly more spevies of

Beetle than any oliver organism, te Darwin

inm vitw is that the disappearanoe of 2 me
M2 species can be tolerated with equanin-
ity. Lef ather beelbe specics il the gap in the
market-plece. There are aestheiic, econemic,
&nd moral arguments against this line.

The heritage argurment is that the places
where beethes are vanishing o irreplaccable
ancient woxtlands, natse fenlands, and
cnastal sides slymmed  mver by seaside
holidays. [f such habilats are lost, (hey can
never be replaced. The sconomic argurmen
i thit because there are so many of term,
and Iecause 1hey Are 50 easily traceabls,
beetles are jhe bes) indicators of what is
hapnening o the ecodsye They are the
keystone onder; Wobody Riows what wseful
chemicals miay be ther in undeseribed beete
specics. Take our chomping and  busy
besthes, and a8 whole consystem muy collapse:

In June in Rio de Janeine there is o be o
United Mations conferenve on bio-dversiny,
which will establish conventions lor saving
the vamishing species of the phones, [0 will
cotnse dewwn on (he side of bectles. They may
To prrodific s Dy, Bl they nre useful. The
maral argument is that the poor beetle thar
wet [rend upan. in corporal sulferinee finds a
pitng ws preat a5 when the giant dies, Beetles
are o uselul than gianis Tread sofiy, for
wolk crestd an o bessles

NATURE NOTE

ndiness with which this
hes, Tha

pushing wily bes] amd meck  When i1 the surface {i i
B, & guiek brosther dueh, bul uo:"m I raws [T rnt:l:
again. Jjerks, like an overgrown walerboptman,

Tﬁt&ing down the

secrets of birdland

THE codv of anweria las been
broken  The secrets of the
birding world have been laid
beare, availnble to sl

Birding hns grown enor-
mintsly in recent yeags, and i
has  become  democratised.
e grealest lving joys the
eoaniny can offer are Lhere for
anyone 10 experiences, AH you
el i a good bird guide,

The key to all 1his is o sense
ol place, Trwee, you can find
birds almost everywhere, and
that i joy number one Ban
some pEces are much befter
than pthers, #nmd the places
themselves differ hugely. Dar
ferent places afiract differeni
birds: this is one of the firsg
primciples of ccology and of
hirding.

This. is hrought  vividly
fizitie & you once vpu decide
1 w3l one of these speclal
places, There are thousandy of
Bpuls worth visiting for the
hirds themselves: teeming es-
Lumries in winter, leeming
wonds in the spring. Once you
liave eslatlished the habil pf
vEsiLing the right places ai the
right lime, ¥ou are on ihe
threshold of discovering
lazdes of dew delights. And
new birds, b,

¥ ou must ira vel 1o see mare
birds, You are unlikely, zfier
all, 1o find gannets in yowr
back garden amt polden cagles
soariig im the thermals above
the high road. Birds have a
kreal sense of place. [nader-
standing. place is the key 1o
understanding bipds

This, in a way. n wha
comservalion is all aboul T
¥l cannnd saliguard  hese
birdy plaves, then you lose
your hirds. and a greal deal
more. Take csluaries; we five
0 3 wiggly island with miles
and miles ul coastline, and we
have  dozens  ©f  estuaries
which, hechuse of the  food
they conlain, &re vital 1a hirds
all aver the warld To destroy
them, 0 pollule theny, o tem
hem into marinas or ndus
il siles, is ns dissstrons for
the Siberiun hirds that visit
them in winler as i1 ig lor aur
awn bresding populatien.

ol =
ﬂeame _
cpor

we. Bplagh vul o few pounds
Al Uls= secrets of the birders’
waorkl are pours. A few years
aga, knowledgs of the pecial
e was available only 1o
ingiders. They would keap the
knowledge 1o themselved, for
the pious reason of wishing
the hirds o remein um-
disturbed = and to keep the
wild places for themeelves,

Mo lopger. With the upsarge
of ioterest in birding, the
information has been made
public. You can buy books
ihal el you where to go,

DETAILED insirscuons will
Lake you 1o places where yom
&t almost cerlein (0 see
spocisl birds, often in wvaat
numbers. The compliers ofthe
books do ot give informa-
tlon that would e

birds vulnerable 1o distur-
hance. What they give s
detnils of access to some of the
greal. hirding sites of this
CoUntry.

Some are quictly famoug;
dibers arg seerel places Known
anly e birdera. There are also
hooks thal give wvou local
infarmalion on siles that may
of may nol have anyihing
special in nptional termg, bul
are perfect in thejr own way. |
awe in my Hertfordgliice bonk
the discovery of an: andient
wood Lhat, in May, positively
echoes te the songs of garden
warbler and blackcap, This is

Fhas vilal impadance  of  259%

place i3 the key 1o conserva-
Liam — &nd t enjoying birds, A
visit Ly an unpolivted CEluary
with gowd views of good birds
5 3 persomal pleasure and a
greal reinfoscement of con-
SEEVAlION principles.

How 10 know which es-
luary? Or which wood? Sim-

® A serles on sutdeor maitters In which ¥k
provlde the guestlons — and the answers,

el a pwitcher's paradise: it is a
newersGiling delight i me.
Places

;B lovely
walk with birds thrawn in.
Ohthers are for the enthusisat: |
witild not take anyone gane 1o
Stainet reservolr in Surrey.
Peering through s telescope at
litile black deds 500 yards
away Is not everybody's [dea
ol fum,

Buta Bt judicious reading
of your book will give you o

j_mu of whil 1o expect,

‘The firsl thing i to get ot 1o
the birds' places of r‘:tmn ang
o ﬂ?y them for all you ame
wordfy for birding places are
acoesxible 10 evervone these
days. The second thing is o
remember ithal we must cons
Unue 1o make them seceasible
by i

Thare are & few good bird
Buides on ihe mll!nul. I use
Birdwaiching In Britgin: A
Site by Site Guide, by Migsl
Redman and Simos Harmap
(Hetm, £12.99), and Where jo
Wareh Birgly fn 8,
E_wir.l'ﬁfm Buckinghamshire,

erifordfiire forg-
shire, by Brian Clews, Andrew
Hﬂ?‘ﬂ and  Paml  Trodd
(Helm, £9.95), The latter is
part of & series that takes in
MOSL nresg,

SimoM BARNES

S What's abost  Binkers  ~
Fmall wimbers of piad
COtCiers, Aot and whindbar-
can M peem the faai gag
Solth coaTnd, FEE mutH s
CAR . Ovewr daflay coridim ol
Handie comditfons calied @ “Yan",
Twatchers — o feuited warier ar
;‘min ::wp.-;m;?}'nukmm

& ol v Iigham on the
04 wigeal ol Heltow,  Coey-
wenfl, Dvails fFars Firdline 0908
FMI222

RSPH gardening, back page

L
'.-

Lt s
N e N N
B

Free for ull: bird gubdes have spread the delights of blrding

Funny you showld ask

upnn Trent, S1ails, for the Talbywing:

codtbines the {sctics gf B subsisring

re ks bess cover to hide

somatimes gather in focks. Look down
110 the water and mighi see one swins-
mlnﬁ submerged wi‘i:-:h ’ir irapped in lin
Ll , Elving |t a qulcksibver TR,

In reply o e Warihing's qiestion sbout
how 10 keep grey squirrels o of his ghrden,
Marr Kirby, Sullan, Surrey writes:
e large ginger cat called Orlando hea to
my knawledge killed slght — puch one
breught In through = eai-flnp and luid ot
| stamich up, hesd (vwards doar, killed by
hiting 1he meck. Perhaps he slsn kpows
sumithing abowt Jokn Bickmdores Ny
s 1o where birds go when hey die.
Al thanks to Dr Nejl Stewan, ol Barfon

i,
e and

Robaeri Barton -

Buy or make & squirre) trap snpd caich &
mbill:.u‘:l’.ﬁ :wn I:f:l: ta ihe squirre]
rop eep clear of your garden
trouble ihe neighboprs Insread, o it
Mow, 3 question from CHIT B
Sulton, Sn?rm_v: N et
Why do many herds of cows face |
dlreciion when gracing? M
FPlewte send your grrwers, angd e i
JJ_:‘\?M.?. M.:r.;::nny You Should Ask, W, i
(FHes, Times, | Pennd Y
Laoticlan EJ 94N, s




NATURE NOTE

Iy DOUREF Jnconve
L0 niecce 1o BiFe ik the
7k Srnttisty Highlaods i5
hat lhe rain cnenpurdgos
vidges, [Fit were nal I:!rlﬁ
moply (At the ananlains
re pbeoared by Ealling
ypker, it is worse Lhat rbouds
\ ridpes are brying to bile
cor. They prefer dim Liglt,
¢ dkey are particulacky
(o in clondy wealher: .
[leere are many by
44 kmnwoo as. midpes,
w are harmless, Dot the
lpmmaki Highland uiidge, like
mnsquilets, nesds a blood
meal belore laying her 2EES
The meal takes Uirse ar o
minuies and, ghveo Lhe
slioging  semsatinn il
Gmigrards, 1t is ratler suicidal,
Fram Lhe wiy that a cload
o midges gathers e mo:
mient yeu $1ep vul of house
i car, bleod meals misst La
in shorl supply. Cattle, deer
and birds are aliernative

o
1

e wpgs are Tuid i damp
pronmid, b whisl fhgre s oe
shordage i fhe 1!1:|;||'I.1||.f.|:.,
wo {here is oo gelLing awsy
Trom midpes, Yal il 15 passi-
ol to plan 8 rebataly e
J'|_||1ahi|: leodicday here. Fist,
chonse & year wheo A
dpaarghid o rarly SemaEce
nae redpced the popubalivn
hy depriving W larvae af
their homes, ten arrive ig a
period nf aunny wediher
which dreters the remaining |
adults fram dlyang.

Tt he: A& Twilcher in fo be
Meascil wilh an aneanimst e
waotlon to & lwvoacite pastma.

Lol them blrd =petiars ...
and yau do 5o sd yoor peril.

For this lourishing and elite
band ol psed. wsl vconsionelly
wonen, e dodicaled o first
lghilngs of lhase fureignors
who lterslly make Hving wlatls
o our shures,

A sk they are 5 pare hegad
in ihamEn e, Theira B the
Martnl approach o fitn — ooy
moee, nny time; wnywhere,

Minafields

Tt Lewington la boan there
Ak ownll, Mle bk A6 SN,
mnver, siisee e Ay hls
Hving we an iliestrator of (he
weurkl's tnathered inhbiboss.

Ha has birvabed with militocy
poliee, slepk foagle In fhe Pyesi-
miy wnal wilkedl thraigh Tavwenll

. —Spot the rare Twitcher bir

Fnd provoked o nob dinalmdins

n # raporlodly knvcking sbout the
By PETER: RICHARDSDM vicinity of Kewbary,

it Britlh Blrd Illustrotor of
the: Y.

Eut he necds mekther pen nor
poadmt do usienle the singia-
mudndisd wppropeh b IE0s wleleh
Twilehers bake,

Lihe ppany of AHlaln’a kird-
waleling srligaisstn o hnode
far tha 1sins of Rellly come the
wulnime, whare ibn nativon,
pratoful that ihe thnriat sposon
has heem axtended, host the EE
onnunl Birdors Dall and &
Bleders v Tolamdara AooEaT
madch, 11

lui, & Iormor foothall pra,
mande bis teum debut lsst yesr,

SUnfurlumslely T was Tsfl on
iy owi,' Beo coesls, ‘CThe M
whale tram Ioit the infnnd oftsr
ward got round that thers was & Ly
red-bremsded nothakeh Ino Waor-
falk |

When L spake to blm si his i,
homie In IMdeot, Inn hod been
aut the previows nlght in the
hops of eupylng & TARA nwl

park of Tesco's In

ek nf 'I.I!uiqddhlli. Uli miliEndficlda  In pocsull of hts
iy rannul find any, sl rt Burkon prafraston.
can sUill Ly o Pew cgas. Raba Kot Tor Anibing Bas he been
o st £
Feather report

Traders’ wings
need clipping

time fiar menber govemments to
peessd for the miakes 1o be expeditel

The present begislation does nol
worle and the lomger the tade lg
regulated in the cdd way the more
hinds will be killed, and the faster

he only way o sguash &

myth Lhal has been part of

af thought for wo

ceniuries meare I8 to pile fact

on fact on fect, Pelion on Owma,
antil the e is overshudired.

The myth persists that e third — species will tumible wwands edinc
world B @ bottomless pit of , The Mohzran mdoa 2
gocdies. The trade in wild birle is  plmost there the Blue-lonled Ama-
15] prie gl expmple of the myth oo janother kdod ﬂld}ll‘mﬂj. Fi:
Tn aciion. As lsirds are kllled In  scher's Jovebird apd  Gaoffin's |

inelr millloss. and epecice BTe
harmied w extinction, so the tmde
camfinues. Uselul maney for devel-
wping countrles? Mao: forfunes for
denlery in the developed world.

Bow facts have been assermbiod
i am atempt 10 sbow the pace of
death and devastaton. This week
the result of & year's Investigation
intn the trade has been published.
12wt compiled by the RSPB, the
RETCA and ihe Environmentsl
Investigation Agenvcy (ETA]

Five counibrics were investigated:
Argenting, Guyana, [ndonesie.
SmegTJ and Talnunil.:Eﬁ#: biggest
exporiing  mations. e
you find & mess of illegmhmnd
curuption. Everyawhere you flnd
birds dylng in huge number,

The three higges! markets are
ihir Upnlted Hiates, Jagan and v
EL.  Britein mports 185004
birts B year, About 1211:;::. cent of
thess die after armival: L thiee-

cockeion are hasding rmapidly chizer.
Spins macaw uisl the red oy ane
i &l kat estdne in the wild,

The curment lws mean  thal
enfoming officers need w dlfferent-
abe hetween Goflln'a cockaton and
Bajor Mitchell's cockatng, nnd
ell Fischer's Imehind ;;:E:;n h‘\]:-
Hymsa pnal the pead-L;
hinls. Thiz iz beyond the scope of
ot Cugioms men. And most UK
courts 4o naot take the matter wilth
Ary premnt serinimess Cing necenil
smse imvalved & parrot smuggler the
blrds were worth E1G000; investi-
gations cos ERLO00. The smuggber
was fined E250 with E250 coals.

blanket ban on the tmds in

wild birds i the only ansnwer. |

Thiz would hasm no ane but
eslert; Uhind word ira calch
birds a3 a sldeline, and for peanus.
Maore than 40 infemational oir-
Yne, dncheding Brilish  Adeways, §

queriers of all captured blrds die hawe suopped ing wild birds,
hetpm renching the pet fhope- The  Mew Jersey has | ew York
encl-users are pretly ivoloos: oo- stabe In banming the tracle.

lecibon freaks and thoss whh g A Ewnopean ban o the Impart of

funcy for modigh exaticism in the
arseErvilony.

This i a numberd garme ihose
In the trade kmow that B ehip
cnough birde encugh will aurvive
o ensure & profit. Dendh comes
Trun the ghock of gapiune, werdble
caglap, awhil transponation con-
ditions and incormea feeding- The
#h]:rfdw;m:fulnu of thnimdz i
whsuml In every sepect it money.

The cumpaign againe the wrade
has prompied the EC into action:

g It has formed a commiiiee,

F Sepiember, the Eumopesn
parfinment voted without disssnl
1o end wibd Bilid Empares oo the EC,
But there |2 & loig way o go before
this becomes law, for the whols
business now goes "into commil-
tee™. In the Hght of the report. it i

bleds cawght in the wild is clearly
nccessary, In the BC alone i woukl
L omwce  than o millbon
Lsedead deaths & ;cu
Dave Curry. the exeoutive direc-
oy of EIA, suys “We tranvelled the
wordd in 1961 foliowing e trail of
sulfering and desth, The statistics
of the wild bind trade sre now
ryrial clear amd there §8 o eniise
for inactivn. The governesent must
enviure the Eusopsan Commntission
bars this boucal trade wow”

SIMON BARNES
B VWhats abour: Binders . - ckeck damp
ard boggy placer jor feck  mipe.
Thiickers .'ﬂnghl'ﬂggun’ @l Walowtl,

Marfolk. Slack sooter ot St Bnide's Ony
Newgale, Dyfed o wrefel imsunlere
tickl. Dhetadls from Bindlize. Q89§
10222,

b

Trade victims: Fischer's lovebinds are now heading for extinction |

Fplan for e week-

crid is b g ol wned

div i little dingsswr
walchiog. Well. birds are the
living descendanis ol Lhern.
Pod dinosaurs, are they motd
0 lact, why doa't [ogoothe
whale lkxe and call this ool
uenn M odilied Scale Heport?

Ahl Alrcady 1 can hear e

crackle of whlng paper as
the  creationists apd  other
assarted  lat-earthers  pon-
fme their quisotiv semagple
ki sl el

Al jedrnalists ke
feocive leiters lnam e
o5 4l pnwide ek
weeded el Bl s
one put there i aciually
reading whal they bave
wrilien,

Bl we o cheat 1F we
e feeking lonely. we know
1hat some s produce a
Nexnd af beters, &nd when
LIRS 0 fdilure-writin g
the  pustman's higpes
nightriare is evplution.

The ke are normally
thick and cunlain ereal-
sl drars These (a5
vinaie me. One of the grea
lavearites ol the rrazn winers
5 the hombadier  heele
Thire s even a creationis
childrans buoak cableg Bueanby
fite Dumbgedier eedle, Thix
hegile bas o bizarre deferee
mechanis: i mises o
chemicals that ga hanp inan
enemiy’s fuce.

Cremtionists sy thae the
hiz=ard miss mechang@m of
matial selecton could not
have crcated 3 bombargior
beelle The  chemicals jn-
vt wonld bave caused the
beetle o explide fike 8 boinh,
Thercfare, 1 was  specially
e by divine Creator and
evaluticn never happened

Last week, a man mised

these twa hosendows clemis
caks in prodigioes quaniies
in feont of 8 five =idicace of

A aurprlsei_:urliad up In"_tilﬁ;ﬁ

¥ SIATER kad been
Adigging aver the
henp. when

T -JP'UTl

chiklren  And, er.
happenesl

The iman in guesiion was
Richard Dawking aml this
waz purt af the riveting Royal
Insthiution - Chitlsimas Lee
lures. Dawhkins wiome  The
Blind Watehmaoker and The
Selfish Cieme, [ commiend

noething

these boaks W anvone whe i
interested o such matlers s
1he meaning of life,

Tl ather wieek bnaght mc
i W crcalionist paniphler
Ihis e maintains (hat the

exisiciice  of  Disls  proves
Sl mever  happened,
The crus of the arpument js
thal hirds are enoimusky
dilfirent fronm epiles: e
fare [y I.'{"Iirl:f nal have
descended from thems,

This. Argunent is ol an
arpunzent ar all. When vou
are Ak ahonr 40 millign
vears of rodilication, there i3
g for change and dif.
EICIE an &N impressive
seile. Bul there i5 ne arguing
with enrrcnched belier,

Which brings me 10 ihe
lamous  story of  Berraml
Russcll giving - &, piblic oo
lume. He was infodined by a
mernber of the gudlenes that
the earth wus o gianl plate
rcEling on the hack of a
toitaise. M Madam, whar [s the
lartise standine nnt"

ITe wien pul nlens, For word

had spresd v a speulal bele-
phona numbep K,  eema-
what omusingly becpusa of s
gy predix, os Birdiing . ..

““Wao got svery dotall dawn o

o grid roferenca, oven which
bush,' ke says. “But deaplita
thasi mu one waw B8

The besl exmmpls of what

sure ibfchd term mild eccen-

ity cilid when a spectsculer

Arnarlean hicd rafololng bn Hhe
name of Golden Wingad Wor-

r, chose tg lmdml}um
mtonio.

Aamewhal ferlulfvasly, slisps

thin wan the fral Hipe such &

rdl hnd boen enca In the whals

of Furoga, the four-lach celebrd-

was upoited by o blrder om il

way fo posd & falder,

Thot EBo thara ware
8 twilichors oo the oar
|

PRty

The declsion of = Nashvills

warblor o flutter el Land's

Beetlés a;d_turtles

“¥ou o fhink you'te very
clever, yonnp mean, bur 113
frtles akl the way dewn,” You
can't argue wilth facts like
thal

Fersonally it geems  that
religion can adapt ¢lther fur-
iles or therapsid dinpsaurs:
oAl can refuse e ihink, oryou
tan grapple with the more
tonfusing réal word that
svienece shows  us: Black
Holes, gealegical time, the
unmErous mingd and el
T

Evalulion  |ias  abways
seemed B me mom

wamderful than mry e

tons of miraculous - cre-

HEInm,

Amnather keaver [ recglved
recestly suil: | have aflen
lhl}il%lhl. abut  birdsong
aml how Hfe-affirming it
13... bitds sing o lhe
wosis. the universe, and
the niverse answers them
and gives them  their
sincayth and heir life,

"L this mmake any
SENEE |0 pon?

Well, | would speak in
fermis 4 the  Daradnlains
maelsirgs mysell and say
tat the blad wes singing 50
thal il could pasa on o s
Imimorial genes wothe nex)
HENEerdikon,

Fiaf ponw [ ihink od it, we are
buth saying the same thing,
Bledzang s wonderful, and
an  cxplacation  dres gt
diminish its wonder. It & 1he
2arne with ilfe, is it po?

SIMON BARNES
® What's aboal: Ainiers - ok
ruibbish-rips for esormous gulf
resls Thide cen inelide plou.
oy @nd Malfieraneay gulls,
Al pther eddiyies. Twiesher —
re-broasied FOOFR [: 1}
fagrdvernck, Damfies gl
iFailanay AmenieTy wigeon ay
Garmman Dam near Alfaz: e
scofer ai Nifmirombe, Devom. De-
failr fram Rinlline 0898 701227

NATURE NOTE

-Heap

she dppdted the proas snake, “ b g Dto
Bt oo gaslly - {Ba Thest
midsed, T4 wild no- larger ol :
than iin Wl waE far

Ing mutianbess n the mid-  Baj

le ﬂ_:&h al podtimy gure et enongh’
den and itchen debria. cal ‘weight

Buch u tiny muake skl retire. 18 4
have besn mewly hatolhed, :
andl b fEabeh soom pevorlad & g 13-
sl H,opg o it e T

nk o ing, fme i TR

E:E;hsb;n'fny nl’}g aban E:mknnm IM
heape are oftem wsed os lﬂﬂh‘g plices survive pu- the uu-;;m -thale hﬁ 4
Eras dsnakes, but it i wsistital to flnd a eluteh  surisg, TF St 19 68, We nasd 2
of #x lnte 95 dcloher, Moat are Inid in  our smakes, Tt ie pisatble LB s
J'“ﬁﬂ’inﬁﬂ“«"ﬂ““""s’ lem-  improve their chonces of ok
i gulusio MWatchbng s snpkes muoel he wulserable g Lt

inside the compusl beap.

e tn enldd nmuwhm. bl ike second hall
o ¥ Blmumear was ol and e cggs will
hove hegn kepl warm hy the heal gencrated

hunt.

-
It seems mare likely that ¢his partieiae

may b best o Bnd & sule k
soon &b pamible eather mﬂﬁﬁﬁ’ﬁ

elulel wan
werr

Robart Hurbon

cla

.
Lo

responen; whdls o Bandhlll Crene
in e b

Bheilnnds pEovad Somn.

thing of = ohsllengs to the
mﬂiﬂ

Fed eaid af the twitching

fraderally.

Thera ware those with

Recorder

Birdwaiohing enthusiants
plpﬂhh'[milﬁ i damsnly
as anywhwers slaa.

k] &
haps 3,000 meambers.
NMew Ii's mors ke

Mr Jones baliavan
iwitchara fTa 80 callad
becauss by RF® SUp-
posed to toitch with
nxeliamani frat

meanman. He bolde the
currell twilching ron-
ord of 470 irda,

[T 1] oom tive,
M‘bnbﬂ?l Bre :rﬂldnr wl
“llushere” who pal koo
olows o the bird, nsd
“pirlagore” wha slm
ply lle abook whot
thoy've spam,

And baving recomily
nncoversd & sbElEBgaE
who photograplied a
sluffed Biborkan taruah
In & troa, ihey polics
thamenlves Harcely.

Thars are dlsoators,
Loo, aa ki tha cass of o
Tarn TS G Cheaoloed

Tough bird

Bournemoth: A guille-
mot that was g and
returmed o the afler

treatment for oll contmi-
nation a1 an REFCA hos-

glal al ‘]T‘;ﬂl.;nt?‘n,
merye, . hes
been - i dead on o

Dorset  beach,  secting
whai s thought w be &

Inngev[ly recond for giled
scablrds.

Fight for birds

The Environmental §nvesti-
g““."" Agency, the Hoyal

ocitly Tor the Prevention of
Crucly e Animals ung the
Royal Socisty for tee Protec-
tion of Blrds have launche!
campaign 1o ban the dmpar
fne” Britain and pher EC
couniries af binds coughn |
the wild. The campaign
hapes w0 prevent millions of
such birds dying in what #
calls 8 “"brutal irade in
Sullering™,



v RISK TO BIRD LIFE IN THE COUNTRYSIDE -

Environmantal = @il | Marina 8| [Loss/mismanagement
i degradation of pinewoods

- 2 Red desr avergrazirsg
Crvar-grezing by =l Fighiands 1o q {ﬁ-h

Pasar IS E et
of sandeel lishery

and avar-buiiing tirnatens braeding

dagrading S'Diltli;:dE. & pravﬁnllﬂg_pé:mﬁ
Al risk; putina, re-genarating. T .
Eﬁﬂ::: ;grs arctic 1E|F*Ins Al rigk: nmstudlﬂla, e Bittern: only 16 paira lefi
Icka ra and Bnd Scotlish crossbills _
?ﬂiﬂin:.mm kitiwakas, and caparcaiies. RSPB admlts
I -

Water supply ﬁ Afforestatlon [T]]X U_p aver
problems Inappropriate conilar blttem Cuunt

planting causes loss

Fluctuating wakar lavals and poidificatlon
of opan ground fao

of {reshvwatar lochs threalan By A J Mellray

= i ;
breading suctats of rmra (A — Erz.lnilar_fki_emﬁm FEARS were expressod yed-
blrds. Al risk: black ros. ELH terday Eor tha gurvival of the
throated geldan saglos, hittern in Britaln after fle
diveras and greenshanks, Royal Socicty for the Protec.

Slavonian grobaes, e chemlins and merling. tion of Birds admitted ovep-

estimidting its nuwmbers.
} Tr_::dk-uriiza dlisduszrl Tr;md‘
inxig o Palrd recorde
Agricultural Over grazing by experts i Betul oum.
change Shaap grazing on =ris a catastrophic 16,
“0ur solentists wers taking
Abandonment of Sm&h'Il#llr:I‘lamdnnd ety iaolua From site th
traditonal kasd ol F A= MR gile record I"E‘ the mating call
managarnant, results in Inss of of the male bl becouse we
Al rigk: Benlhar moorland. could not get an accirale
dunding, Alrisk: marling, vigiral count |n the recds of
cormarakes, redshanks han hardass, black thy I:-is!lrm‘s nru.g.ml hahbitat, ™
. . ;| Aspokesman said.
and anipa. grause and rod grouse “We thought that this was
= EMIIE‘US a trlile m':!u':ur., I!Jnu.l:
vt dlid not realise st the thne
Coastal Water lasues that the male bitieens were
: 3 Als0 moving from site to sile
managamant Follution of tha Broads; It we wera cousting | i
Poor siralogic approach low walar lavels saine birds more than once,
o constline management In marehes; “The mistake came ol
leads 1o demage 88a lavel risn, i when rescarclers discovensd
and koas of Al risk: avocets. Lt the sgund spectrograghs
Iintertidal Gilterns, ! uf the clectronic rocordings
Mo J5 mareh harieds 1 shawrad the mating call of one
araan: A1 risk: e ol ,ﬂ wmale hiftern is never exactly
pintalla, dunling and kool and garganays, oo S the samic as anather's,
fnroe; HEFR ""They established that the
= v —--B — Tand @. u;mu;::kable b:;‘b-gmm' spund
Var- ] el 2 k1] Lhat the male birds emil is as
0 grazing @ Marine lﬁ o identifiable asx a Angerprint,
Throughout Wales. Loss of Poos manage- L and the print-outs showsd
haather moorland and ment of Mshing Duainaga = R clearly that ihe same hirds
piowesr et : industy ( and ploughing . !:;lerz bring counted more
al pakwoods. cawsys deaths o\, & of grasslands in e e 1 ,“,:;t‘-‘:;"’“; T T
At risk: black of saa birda in aoutheim England bR’ remaining, UK sitas
grouse, rad gill neda. Atrisk: Al iisk: rodshank, In East Anglia aind pear Mope-
grousa, rod kilos, razorbiils and snipa and / cambe io Lancaghire = cop-
han harriers and maring. guillamods, slona curlews. 5 firmiedd that instoad of B0 pairs
‘.*"«‘?‘lff naw dowsl bo ao alarm-
p— mh i
= s r Ken Smith, research
Raptor sy 3 | Agricultural i3 | Lack of 5] hinlogist with the sacicly.
persecution o e changa o managament said: “The matisg call of the
Hlagal use of pesticidas  f5 ) Hadiction Lowdand haath Ihreathenad in Doreet, mﬂlif':':”“;‘;e':‘h;"fm’ﬂﬁ;i g
througreul the LK ey ins grazing Hampsiere, f*'—‘?‘a the reed beds at a low
kills 2oma of the in Breckland b Surrey and e [ frequency."*
rarast birda of pray. MAEKaE [rass “HTI - Harkehire, 4 k1ol Hesearchers g@ot to know
At rlesk: F haalhs foo long. 3z Al nisk; e £ Liogay, tlem through l_l]—:mr volce.
han harrlers il A Al rish: glone ]| nightjare - ey =i printz, and of coures, we
o ®iven them names, An
and red kites. A curlewa.. and Danford warbiars. ixainple Is Basl, 2t 1l ghion
Muss, the RSPO sito on the
" u - . cdpe of Morecambe Bay,"
l f nted b RSPB The biffern {Batauri stel
mS er Or w-.[ I e wa laris) has heen declining with

tie loss of it habitat, [t

A SECRETARY of State for Wildlife
wilh Cabinet rank In Government
should be created, the Hoval Soclety [or
the Prolection of Birds has rocom-
manded, writes Toby Meare, Eiiron.
TaanE gy esponadent.

Tt beliaves Mr Heselllne, the Enviran- |

ment feeretary, whe is vurrently res.
nsible far w;‘dl!f&, I8 ""tou swnmped'
y oither domandlig aress lo glve
species protoction & high prierily.
The radical suggestion from the
REPR follaws [rom their concern that
117 of Britein's nalive hird spectes,

more than half the tolel, are nfficially
clussificd as rare o thireatened.

The problem, they say, is lnnd use and
evelupment; affarestation in Lhe Seat-
tigh uplande threatens the hunting
grounds of birds of prey, whike building

eaflres in the south of Englapd eals
mio lowlaml healh, kome tn nighijars
and Bartford warblers.

“We really need somenne in Cabliped
with sole responsibility for overseely
environmenial protection,'” said Mr
Mike Everett of Lhe RSPE. He would
evaluale the pulicies of his colleagues

and produce "%mn awlits” on thelr
achievements. "We have gol Fosd basic
loglslathon in pluce un pnsg'r i prolect
hirds aml the sume coald he caid for
habitnte, Where il breaks down b5 n Lhe
applicatinn. A vary good exumple 15 the
favt thol spmo 32 4| Merent Govermment
aulhurities deal with morine manage-
mentl of constal grens,” e said,

The :uui:ldy is partlculacly comcerned
ul haw lond wse and develupment is
¥nawing oway undlsturled hobitats for
wadling hirds tn esiwaries such as the
Tlumber and Mersey.

became extloct in Brtain o
Lhe 18th century, but was re:
calablished by the 18308,
® Two off-course hlack
storks which landed oo Lewis
in the Hebrides three weeks
agn are thought to have
starved,

® Police have advised peaple
L steer clear of a Furopean
eaple 0wl which escaped from
8 Murwich aviary.

uing the battle: red kite

at British birder
mh:hu ill before he
or shie hing dapped an
& coal il Copl Hes are l;??hd—
m€||= g[:éd: the I:itd'l.'l BNy
white ha Etripe down e
of I rﬂdgﬂ'lh dhnehill B one of
the welrdest birde dn Africa, and
the competltion for thar accolade
Iz pretty  Intense,  Bhoehills
speclallse in the an of eating
fungfish, and 1o help tem along
they have & beak the size of pne —
. of my beaten-up
Timberiand boots.

AE & happens. the hirder who
came wilh me o Wales the other
day hus done most of his bindin
in Africa, znd he hat seen same o
Ihe wonders of the world: berelew
batancing in the thermals; car-
e bee-rster setting the sky on
fire: the African fish eagle rm'.{Ini
like n Bames Wallace bamb.

Dt in & Welth pub he was
Hruck close 1o sllence: [ don’)
think I kove ever seen unyihing 1a

Kites in a Welsh sky

bt what we saw jodsy.” he said.

He was not tlking about the
coal til. We had Just visited the
finest blrd cable in Bricin and had
seen one of aur rarcst heeeding
birds. In face, we saw 23 of them,
roaring down- like the Lufrsffe.
Red kile.

Can &ny rapor, even harehos,
match thiz effartless flight? |onp
wings. deepl-noiched 1all. eruci:
Torm slihouetie: the bird nol afaly
uses pach wing independently, bix
adso each prong of s farked 1ail.
The sght of ‘8 single bird is
dpectucular, but X3 of them o
gether ok our bresth away.

They were once 1he commanest
raptor a1 the country, b huran
perrecuiion has reducod them o g
strenghold in norh Wales. Here,
with prodection and  sedil recur

FEATHER REPORT

tion, they are iereasing from o
nabic of three or fuur pain,
Hunan persecution was the main
reazon Tor their decline

Their Night is & mateer for
Py, ban not (heir eiling habits,
Inspring they ke the afierblnn of
lambes: A all seasong they like
LA AL Afy lime ey love
rubbish and ribbish tips. They
were ance London's siresdclean-
ere. and Elinoee's o "1 showld
hiwe [aned all the region kites with
this slave's olfal” says Hamie, in
ane ol the Ear]i::laﬂ:eraq' refer-
enet 1a ihe bird able,

Which brings us hack 10 the
firest bird table in Dritain. |1 was
anes 3 mibbish dunsp, near e

towm o Tregnnor, 11 is surrounded
by handsome trees — & combina-
liom thnt made the place & splens
did winter roost for the ke In
TECEND Years, more @nd mare of
them ve spent  their winter
nights  perched,  hunched  and
Elewering in the freee of Treganor,
Then, d few years Ago, the
council dosed the rubhish tp: o
bonus fos some Jocal residents. no
douht, b a dissppaintment for
the kites. 50 8 ol women has
taken 1o dumping bulcher's mub-
:ish there, ISluz s 8§ :n:‘rgu far
e iy mily a8 far the weklare of
the kites, bat every day she du
hrible Bies of dead animal v ¢
site and the kilex descend ln their
hordes as if it were the al
treacherous, decherous Chasdius.
Her offal-dumping has erasared

Eutﬂwtlu sty In mllw'til:].l
et & good espect of
ipecier’s long relatiomshlp wii
mankind. The bird, orice polsar
and ehat to the verge of extinaic
im thls country, fs now & source «
gresd Jocal and national pride,
Ve, aritodes have dunﬁ

+ Red ldeey mre no lon

g villalng, nor ars

near-mythical ity i
ﬂtlmm that the conservatlonis
nre winning and peasant il
1o applaud, manding
Ihe great bind table of Treganar.
To cheer such things |s i
a2 long ne we do nof let
victaris persugda us that the vLid
has imed ones and tor all. Th
Price of conservation iz vigltanee

SIMON BARNE

& What's shaut Birders — liman o
s ot puetad

— MHuma'r pillse-browe
trier In Plysowih  Deaily o
Atrdline. DEOF T2



Feather report

Radicals in tweed jackets

JUTIMG bes been in the
wwe, &nd | think it i shour
Jmn this codumino gol into b
ved. This week | propose io set
sbaul the cuting of ihe REFB.
The organisation ia not what it
wtngt ool & ghihering  of
retired colonels and dotty old
women aperated by Hek-gpie-
i, povernmenisfrie . ims
I-u-upperilng s
im tweed jacketn. This is & handr
line comservptinn peganisstian.
The latos lwue of ibe
REPBs magarine, Birds, has
?K erpditional gdvertisements
or
Wi Ard  EETTRCOALS
bar s and bronze avo-
cels, just as you would expect
Hut the edlinrial comnient is o
pagte Of undiluted nobi-gov- e
ermment thunder, “CGlovern-
menl mdnisiers have pat iha
wildlife sites in Scodland nt

tion that have mpved,
‘The pace of destructlon bas
incweased, and with esch in-

forced apaiil conssTva-

gk, Aflor promising un-  crcase ibhe RSPR duty to fight
vl!ﬂ'i:ng commitment {0 it bgmm::. e i.m_purl:.nl. TEMFLEE,
thir tham, hey have By simply sicking 1o its guna,

caved o ihe interests of &
micaenty of landowners”
This | tough gl aod i
cormes from the BSPE chief
excrutive,  Barbarn  Young.
What mxt? Wil we [he
retired  oolonel the
weedy women of the R5FB
Irearibind chalning themselves
t raw . sewaps pulleds and
nucler power piations, like
Uhroeripeaacn activialsT Has the
sociely been tnken awer by
campaigners from  ibe
Armagedidon prganisations?
[Hoq exacily, The BSFB [ in
mora ar less the same il
has alwnys been; defending
birds &id Their habitats, &3 it
charter says it muoet  The
saciety hed not pedged: 1t s

Lion

The w

ild  geese,  These

Jrissma
meend, Ferhaps less than they
uyed 1o geess seern ioohae
been dmimed a listhe by the
bucaneering  ubigui of

Canads Introdisced
birds thal have gone nate.
Instead of the long. dre-
matic migrutions they made
on_iheie ground. the

British Canadlas impeondise a
yearmoungd  living in  this
coundry, atrscting all kinds
af menophobic ire ns they da
s [ heve B sofl spot for
Canades any bird that can
apread and prosper in Brit-
ain, bkt alone in ihe [eee ol 30
much  hosility, must have
samething golng for h.
: The mﬂ_mﬁﬂﬂmun-
¥ seen poose is anather intro-
duped speches: the  greylag.
Thete have dod
the hoslility the ad gel:
they are les indbvidual-ank-
ing and do mot eve the dls-
vaninge of o foreign name.

1 am nod antk-preylag Any
more Ugin | an ani-Canada,
But if you peek the magic, the
pure rementlcism, the frisron
lhal commes in thal phrase
“wild geese” you must ook
elsewhers, Try mud:

8o, & few duys agu, 1 sood
‘on the edge of the Wash. et
the superly RSTB reserve B0
Spetishprm, Morfolk  Paul
Taaber, the wasden, wag apol-
agelic an odd combinabon ol
wenther conditbons hed ghen
uf uneEx ly o wdler &l
the crucinl momend. The fam:
o glgante wider Docks —
there are 78,000 kncd an Ehe
Wagh right now — had nodt
couise i sight. Thene s

jusi tiny out on these
unending acres of glorous
estuarine mud.

We had had & magnfoin
sflernoan, os il happens, bul
Faul Lewie. the REFH Infor-
mation olficey for E4st An-

e socaely luks had 1o becam
increasingly mdical.
This

proced

than |50 Shes of Speclal So-

entific Interest {35815} in Scoi-

land can now be chablenged by

a fow wealiby lamdowners
This

ErRATEnd's great Ant-conserva-

hack, under which the Majure

ESEus con-

oerna the Cairngoems end the  elsewhers,
ﬂﬂ C{:‘untrg In Scotland,

1At for  breeding o
shank, drttrel and mwml-
Ing, and for golden cagle, hen
are threatened
Plece of barcaveratic jugaling
a8 you could wish 1o e, Bew

by as meat &

ures mean thai mpre

back to the grve  Scoltish

coup of 0 coupls of yearm  lad). In

cisbams

WES
by regional o

BT

Breeding threal; greeeshank, golden eagle and merlin
Conservancy Coenctl {MOC)
i and repliced
reandsatiam for
Scolland and Wales:
ing bareaucracy, wasting

anl

' thay

summarily overlarmood, Gyeo
relrospectively. This  opens
the way 1o consdvatlon
digaster,

“n i3 oo hand o coeclude
in Sootlond a2 small
wumber of landowners now
direct the govenment's con:
servalion pobley,” Me Young
writen. "The RSPR has o
profuscicnal approach. Wherne
governmenl is concormel, pur
deglings are based on trus,
which has b b worked a1
When minislers announce o
decision we spret with, we
praisz  them. When they
CBOOBE R COUNMET ODWMEE, Wi
commenl aocomlingly.

“[hozens of alies are pow
upsn o maview, inclslicg
these we battled long 1o
probect . ., e the govern-
meni could claim the high
moral grousd . NO lago
an il do thiz. Ministers hove

& tharpughly effective
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