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NEWSLETTER NO. 55

FROM THE CHAIR

As usual I have resisted the temptation to look back
on the passing year but one high spot is certainly worth recsll.
At long last Blackpool Borough Council have made a firm decision
to declare Marton Mere a Local Nature Reserve. A draft of the
Reserve Bye laws are with the Borough Solicitor and should be
published next year.

Several of our members have a long sssociation with the
Mere snd must feel that all their hard work has at last been
rewarded. Although the Mere is to be given the status it deserves
our work has not finjished. We have & voice on the Management Team,
we must ensure that habitats are properly managed and protected
from the sbuses they suffered in the past.

I hope some of you will help with work parties and possibly
hecome Volunteer Wardens. A new Veluntary Warden scheme is to be
organized, those joining will benefit from training sessions
and will heave the support of the Borough Council. To complete the
works outlined in the Management Plan, the Warden will need some
help. In return sny of our members who do help will expect their
efforts to be acknowledged, something that has not happened in the
recent past.

Wishing you all a happy and peaceful Christmas and great
birding in 1992.

L.G.B.



TEXEL: ISLAND OF BIRDS APRIL/MAY 1991 JOHN S CROSS

Twenty years ago I listened to my brother—in-law recounting the experience of a
birding trip to Texel. During the long interval of time, Texel remained at the
back of my mind rather like dreams of spoon billed sandpipers, birds of paradise

and ibis-bills. Unlike some of my pipe dream birding, at least Texel was attainable
and April '91 saw Joyce and myself heading for Schiphol Airport, Amsterdam, on

route for the largest of the West Friesian Islands lying off the North coast of
Holland.

No package deals appear to exist for holidays on Texel, although several "Bird

Tour Operators" include the island as part of their Dutch Itinaries. Much prefering
to do our own thing, we made enquiries to both Texel and the Dutch Tourist Board,
receiving all the information we needed. Flight reservations, hotels both on Texel
and Amsterdam, plus train and ferry tickets were all reserved and paid for at this
end with the help and considerable expertise of Mr Kevin Keegan of Fylde Travel in
Poulton.

We had at first thought of driving to Hull and taking the overnight ferry to Rotterdam
but on second thoughts, too much time would be lost at no great saving, so flying

for us was the answer. - In the event Manchester to Amsterdam takes about an.hour; the
time difference is one hour, so if on the return leg you leave at 9.00 am you land

at 9.00 am and if you're lucky enough to have a strong tail wind, you can be in
England before you have left Holland, amazing!

Schiphol airport is large, modern and internationally busy, a melting pot of world
travel and a thrilling place to watch people of many nationalities on the move.

For those interested in facts other than birds, the word Schiphol is the only other
word yet found to be somewhat near our own SKIPOOL, (recorded in early literature of
the Fylde as SHIPOL). Probably Scandinavian, possibly Norse, but certainly brought
here by the Vikings, meaning Ship-Pool referring to harbour. Schiphol airport long
before being reclaimed from the sea was a safe anchorage for boats rather than
aircraft, our own Skipool Creek providing the same sanctuary for Viking longboats.

Once through with airport requirements, it's simply on to your train to head North
to the ferry terminal at Den Helda. Trains leave from right inside the airport
concourse and are refreshingly punctual, efficient and appear to be staffed by the
most courteous of personnel. With only one change of train, we arrived at Den
Helda for a little after twelve noon. For those who haven't experienced Dutch bulb
fields as a reality, then like us I am sure you would find them a spectacle. Where
else could you see such vivid colour on such a vast scale. Colossal acreages of
brilliant red, deep yellow, then bright pink, white, purple blue and all on land
flatter that a billiard table and it goes on mile after mile.

From the station to the ferry terminal is a short taxi ride; if you have a current
day train ticket you use a train taxi at about half the normal cost, just another
way of providing efficient public transport. Ferries leave Den Helda for Texel at
about forty five minute intervals for a trip taking about thirty minutes.

Texel is perhaps some fourteen miles by six miles, almost dead flat with a terrific
sand dune system along its western sea board, it's small area and flatness lending
itself to cycle transport with every hotel hiring or in some cases, providing them
free. To reach our hotel, we used the public bus, alighting miles from the right
place and eventually being rescued by car after a phone call to our hotel.

The "Prins Hendrik" and its owner, the heavily bearded Mr Case Poldimore were as
delightful as each other. The accommodation was first—class and the food beyond
the best of comment, superb in quality and quantity, in fact the best we have ever
had on any of our travels, the Dutch two star grading equating easily with many a
five-star hotel we have used and surpassing all.

Cont'd/..cev.-



We had done a little homework and chosen a hotel central for North and South and although
on the East side of the island, central distance across East, West, was too little to
prove a problem. Dykes in Holland are the banks and not the watercourse below them as

in the Fylde and with the Prins Hendrik alongside Lancasterdijk, a main bank and channel
keeping back the Waddenzee, we had spoonbills and avocets on the doorstep most mornings.

I was under no illusions as to species, feeling confident of seeing little I hadn't
seen here in England. I just had to exhorcise the ghost of Texel that had haunted me
for twenty years. I was looking forward to breeding black-tailed godwits and passage
bar tails in full colour and many thousands of the latter didn't disappoint. Breeding
avocets, terns of four species, heaps-of waders that included many full colour spotted
redshanks and of course the Texel speciality of dark breasted brent and full colour
ruff; all the above while not exciting to the seeker of rarities, were for us lesser
mortals easily good enough to provide the best in good old fashioned bird watching!

Arriving in full sun, the best of the weather held for the first four days and although
we only had rain once it was torrential and caught us right out on the salt marsh of
the De Schorren Reserve watching a breeding colony of twenty pairs of spoonbills.
While the flatness provided us with good cycling, a persistant strong and cold North
wind, while sharpening the appetite, reduced unfit bodies to a state of comatose by
evening. Neither of us had ridden a bike for at least thirty years and thirty five
miles on the first day produced an authentic John Wayne walk; talk about "I was right
about that saddle". Hot showers and meals like chicken breasts stuffed with cheese in
the most delicious sauce and long nights round an open log fire, were instant therapy -
for the days ahead.

The wind continued to blow and we continued to perambulate around the island. I am

not sure whether we were a little early (last week in April) or whether the strong
North winds were holding birds back, .for warblers, stonechats and wheatears were only
found in low numbers. Perhaps the best find was a fine single male blue headed

wagtail one evening, followed by a group of five the following morning. An overnight
influx of spotted redshanks produced about a hundred and fifty on a shallow pool where
none had been the previous day. This small pool produced good easy watching and good
birds daily, breeding avocets,.resting bartails, common and sandwich terns, greenshanks,
blacktails and ringed plover while the fields behind held brent most mornings.

Texel isn't pretty, in fact with regards to habitat its much like Lane Ends, Pilling
and when it blows there is nowhere to hide. It is of course a perfectly placed

staging post for north bound waders; dunlin, knot and bartailed godwits were here in
fantastic numbers, perhaps hundreds of thousands, no doubt waiting for a shift in the
wind. Good days produced high, sky dancing black tailed godwits.singing loud and clear,
an amazing sight and well worth going for. Marsh harriers are common, but since hen
harriers arrived to breed, monties no longer use Texel.

We worked hard for leking ruff, but without luck but we did turn up a single hobby.
Little terns too eluded us, but are present in small numbers breeding around Outschild.
Short eared owls use the extensive dune system of the west coast line. The dune system
is far larger than any I have previously seen and much more time than we had available
would have benefited more detailed watching. Extensive walk/cycle ways have been
built through the dune system so mobility from area to area is no problem. Also

on the west side are some extremely good dry heath and mixed woodland areas that look
extremely inviting and attractive bird holding areas. All the woodlands on Texel have
free access with many way-marked trails. The heathland with its scattering of mature
pines is no doubt the hobby holding part of Texel, though I am sure late May would be
soon enough to look for these lovely little falcons in any number.

Texel is of course best known as a migration watchpoint, so spring and autumn are the
bonus times to visit. Spring overshoots include golden oriole and bluethroats.
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A lot depends on what you want to see; wildfowl and waders, then its got to be autumn
for you. If its waders in breeding colour then April won't be too soon, but if you're
into warblers, then late May/June would pay dividends. Our species list was 86 for
the week, but our bird watching is best described as passive; more competent watchers
working the vast numbers of waders present would surely have taken our total to well
over the hundred.

A few facts about Texel won't go amiss. The Dutch really care about their birds and
during the breeding season the 12 bird reserves on this small island are closed to

the public. The island is well wardened and visits to some breeding areas are possible
but only if pre-arranged with a warden. Groups are very small and if you want to beat
the Germans, it would pay to make your arrangements before your visit. Many areas can
be watched from roads and paths and particularly the cycle tracks that cover much of

the island.

Accommodation is no problem for the island is a popular holiday spot during high
summer for both Dutch and German. (The last week in April gave us much of the island
to ourselves). When it comes to Hotels you pays your money and takes your choice.
It's also possible to camp or use caravan accommodation, but let me tell you a little
more about the Prins Hendrik. The food had been fantastic and on the Wednesday I

had complimented the owner chef. Thanking me, he said, "tonight you have fresh fish".
Wednesday was the day we got caught in the rain and then dried out by a cruel north
wind and between walking and cycling, by tea-time I could have eaten a flock mattress.
Each evening the tables had been set with candles and a cozy log fire blazed in the
hearth, (quite romantic if you hadn't pushed a bike round all day). Imagine our
surprise when the fresh fish appeared, six, yes six, Dover Soles on a silver salver
in the most delicious sauce you have ever tasted, with fresh vegetables, roast and:
boiled, a first rate side salad, preceded by clear vegetable soup, and followed by
fresh fruit and ice-cream. If the rewards come like this I'll watch waders with
anyone. I could even be persuaded to spend a little time on sea birds!

Doing Texel our way cost approx £370 each, this included one night at the Beethoven
Hotel in Amsterdam on the return leg, so as to be near the airport for an early
departure. Drinks, house wine with most evening meals plus a few beers and brandies
(Joyce aspires to the high life) during the evenings, plus late night coffees, added
only another £20. All rooms were en-suite and ours was first-class. The largest
. town on Texel is Den Burg and compares perhaps with Poulton for size. Most villages
are clean and neat with fine old pubs and the people are most friendly. For the
botonising birder you would need to go in June, when I am told the orchids are at
their best; butterflies in a cold April were few, just whites, small copper (one)
and a few blues probably common.

Apart from flower bulb production, most agriculture is beef cattle on the best grass
land with sheep on the rougher land and dykes. The sheep are an odd breed with a
horizontal head carriage; no lamb figured on the menu for Texel sheep are bred for
fine wool. For the birder who packs his mid-day lunch there were some fine snioked
meats and cheeses to be bought, but to avoid such a persistent north wind that blew
for most of the time were were there, the little village pubs provided a welcome
refuge most days.

Important Contacts

Main Office: Natuurmonumenten
Schaep En Burgh
Noordereinde 60
1243 JJ's Graveland

Cont'd/...oceas



Tourist Information

V.V.V. Texel

Groineplaats 9
1791 CC Den Burg
The Netherlands

(State Bird Watching information)

Will supply all accommodation information needed.

Birding Contacts
Society Natuurmonumenten

C G Boot (Supervisor) = Chief Warden

Polderweg 2

1793 A C De Waal

Texel
Netherlands

Date
Jan 19
Feb 23
Mar 22
Apl 19
May 17

Jun 14

//

B.o.E.E. WADER COUNT DATES 1992
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Ht(m)@ Time

9.21 @ 1027
Q.09 @ 1436
9.43 @ 1327
9.38 @ 1227
9.03 @ 1129

B8.52 @ 1033

Date
Jly 19
Aug 16
Spt 13
Oct 11
Nov 15

Dec 13

Ht(m)@ Time
8.29 @ 1348
8.76 @ 1248
2.03 @ 1147
B8.96 @ 1048
8.74 @ 1411 .

9.40 @ 1316

GMT times throughout. Add 1hr. for BST
. from 29th March to 25th October 1992.
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ACROSS
A Russian’s bird. (B)

These are held in alibi sessions. (&)

9. Flies after N. European waders. (8) |

10.

12.

13-

15'

18.

23.

24.

26.

27.

. Look in the nature garden. (&)

. Endless treasure quietly changes to |

Dubious street circular. (&)

Not odd back street occasions. (6)

Making pot tiles available only
when on course. (4,4)

Grows better with envirormentally
friendly digits. (12)

Cheam strives to be 24. (9,3)

On a log
frog. (Pickwick Pprs, Chl3)(8)

Cardinal guides copper penny to a
container. (3,3)

What the nervous birder might do. (6)%

Main place for Schelgel’s Petrel. (8)!

pleasures. (8)

il.

14.

16'

! 17.

19.

1 21,

. Bird before a coaster? (&)
. He would miss a double cinclus. (&)

. Sound first thing in a Carduslis,

right. (7)

. Part of Niagara gets crosa. (4)

..A mere Yank is drunk with a point.

N

. Daft birders go there? (B8)

. Ravised pint’s 0.G.s show the way.

4,4)

Study a safety devics to b-nilcbr
(7)

Close french book and make alcahol
(7)

We have only ona grave alternative

)
Tearing after a note can ba both
enthralling and annoying. (8)

Neater conifer? Correct. (7)

. You might go and see this tramp.

(7)
A Northermer and royalty may be
sean all at ema. (6)

. Flavours caught in agents. &)

. A collonade in which Greeks toast

us. (4)

TLF



We are always being asked for our top ten favourite birds,
but what about our top ten most boring birds. I 1list mine
below. You may not agree, so let's see yours and find the
most boring bird included on everyone's 1list,® Mallard
perhaps. ]

House Sparrow - Familiarity breeds contempt and no more
so than with this bird. Perhaps one
day they'll all bury themselves whilst
dust bathing. Ah do I hear someone say
- TOUGH.

Heron — What more can be said that hasn't
already been said about this giant
'grey' motionless streak of flesh. How
about an open season on them.

Pheasant — Dumb, Gaudy, Category C, Killer.
It's only saving grace is that it is
good to eat. Others may say bring back
the millinery trade.

Herring Gull - Scavenger on tips, but really should be
tipped on. Should be extinct or found
only in Germany.

Pigeons - Ha Ha Don't make me laugh. Would we
really miss then. Thank god for
Peregrines.

Mallard - Nuff said.

Guillemot - A Steve Davis bird, this ‘'really

interesting' about on a par with
watching paint dry or dung steam.
Always best seen flying awvay,
preferably with 9 Mallards.

Reed Warbler - Luckily, they tend only to be seen if
- looking for them. What a blessing, but
also three cheers for Cuckoos.

Rock Pipit - Good Merlin fodder this. The rest
should be 'stoned' with the rocks they
are found on.

Canada Gocse - This escapee should all be rounded up
and hung by their chin straps. Long
live the 'Pinky’.

Long Tailed Skua Only kidding.

B. Dyson



RECENT REPORTS

SEPTEMBER

Diurngl - passage at Fairhaven on the 1st produced good numbers and a
good variety of migrants. Between 0700 and 1100 in light easterlies there
were 20 Yellow and 30 Grey Wagtails, 10 Tree Sparrows, 7 Tree Pipits, 104
Swallows plus Pied Wagtails and the odd Wheatear. Surprise of the morning
went to the two parties of Siskin (total 8!) also moving south and doing so
surprisingly early for this species. Similar movements were also noted at
Heysham around this time.

The first Meadow Pipits of the Autumn were also noted moving on this
date. At LSANR later on in the morning Msurice had a Willow Warbler, 1
Whinchat snd 5 Wheatear plus a Spotted Flycatcher - and I quote "sallying
up from reilway lines". After his Wardening duties he then moved to the
Mere in the early evening. 2 Garganey were present but flew East later with
a few Mallard. Amale and female Merlin were seem, no doubt attracted by the
6 - 7000 Swallows which were roosting in the reeds; or were they hunting the
lone Swift slso seen that evening? A Short Eared Owl and a Little Owl were
also present for good measure. All in all not a bad days birding.

Frank Walsh spent most mornings at Fairhaven charting the diurnal -
movements irrespective of whether the conditions were suitable for migration-
I look forward to publishing his paper on the subject in the Newsletter!

To summarise some of his observations: peak movements of Pied Wagtails took
place between the 4th and 9th, the last ¥ellow Wagtail was seen on the 10th;
Tree Pipits were heard if not seen until the 9th on which date the first
Chaffinch was seen migrating. His last Swift was seen on the 10th, the only
record for him since the t1th August.

There was & strorng passage of Pied and Grey Wagtails throughout the
month. On the ?1st 50 Swallows moved South. House Martins were only seen on
5 days with the only big numbers being 47 - on the same day as the Swallows.
Skylark passage began on the 20th with 41 counted on the morning of the 30th.
% Cogl Tits were present on the 8th.

Autumn movements were surprisingly light at Rossall with & small passage
of Pied and Grey Wagtails, Swallows, Meadow Pipits and Chaffinch. Simon
Hayhow has the details Frank - how about two articles?

2 8iskins moved south over Lane Ends on the 7th. On the same dasy en
gdult and juvenile Peregrine and 2 Merlins were also present. Sparrowhawks
were seen at Fairhaven and the Mere on several occasions whilst & Peregrine
was seen chasing the Waders at Granny's Bay from the 4th to 11th. It must
have been really tired by the T1th.

Raptor of the month however has to be the immature male Marsh Harrier
seen flying south on the 20th off Starr Gate by Ian Blacow and then seen

again from Fairhaven by Frank Walsh as it crossed the Estuary southwards.



surprising that more Velvets are not seen. On the 20th two flew north whilst
16 Great Crested Grebes drifted by on the ebbing tide. A Pomarine Skua was
noted on the 4th and an adult on the 20th flew determinedly north.

Small parties of duck, mainly Wigeon and Pintail were seen passing
south off the coast throughout the month. The regular male Fider returned
to Fairhaven Lake on the 20th, obviously off Molluscs and on to Mother's
Pride for the winter. 7 Teal seen on the Lske on the 27th was unusual for
this site.

2 Whooper Swan flew south at Fairhaven on the 10th and 4 on the 28th.
Pinkfeet were migrating in force with seversl parties up to 310 moving south.

8 Curlew Sandpipers remained at Fairhaven until the 2nd, 2 on the 15th '
were the last reported. On the ?*rd 2000 Black Tailed Godwits, 5000 Knot plus
many other scattered Waders were present.

At Skippool 300 Golden Plover and 450 Lapwing were using the sandbanks
in the river. On the 16th a Spotted Redshank was at Stanah, spotted by our
resident Warden/Chairman during his perambulations. Single Whimbrel were
seen there and at Rosssll early in the month.

Pied and Grey Wagtails moved past Rossall and Fairhaven during the early
days of the month. There was a steady passage of Meadow Pipits with 264 on
the 6th - numbers im the latter part of September having peaked at 470 on
the 2tst.

There was a poor passage of Blue Tits with a maximum of 30 on the 8th.
Small numbers of Coal Tits continued to be seen and numbers were higher than
in 1990. Long Tailed Tits were also moving, 10 at Stanah on the 4th were
unusual as were 5 at Lytham Golf course on the 13th, 20 were at Clifton Hall
on the 19th and 8 at LSANR on the 20th. The Siskin passage of early September
was not sustainmed in October with 3 at Fairhaven on the 10th and 26th, and
1 at LSANR on the 27th.

Noticeable by their absence were Goldcrests, obviously suffering the
effects of the previous cold winter. Maurice managed to see one at the Reserve
on the 26th, his one and only Autumn migrasnt. By way of compensation he
managed to count 4723 Starlings between 0830 and 0920 on the following day.
Tat's quite a lot per minute, his biro must have been red hot.

Stonechats were on the Reserve on the 20th with a pair seen there on the
30th. Summer migrants remained despite the invasion of winter visitors. A
vhitethroat was at Stanah on the 2nd, a Swallow at Fairhaven on the 26th, a
Blackcap on the 27th and a House Martin at Laverton Road (Maurice's other i
residence) on the 29th.

I suppose the classic idea of winter visitors is the awaited influx of
Redwings and Fieldfares and the hope that the winter will be a good one for
Bramblings. The first Redwing was reported from Rossall on the 10th with 123:
flying in off the sea and heading north east on the following day. Theresafter
migrants could be heard passing over on most calm evenings.with passage

particularly heavy on the 20th.
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28 Sandwich and 9 Arctics. Accompanying them were 3 Pomarine Skuas, a Bonxie
and 5 Arctics. Small numbers of duck flew south and the distracting dots in
the !'scope were Meadow Pipits, Pied Wagtails and House Martins flying low
over the water. Sadly two House Martins weren't Leach's Petrels.

It wasn't really a Leach's month, not enough sustained blows to push the
birds inshore. However on Cory's day Len had 11 from the shelter slong with
? Bonxies and on the same date Barry Iyson and Simon Hayhow had 8 close in at
Rossall plus 3 Kittiwakes (& rarity this year) and 3 Gannet.

On the 28th 101 Common Terns were counted at Starr Gate plus 86 Common
Scoter. The following day's seawatching was not without interest but not for
the seabird aspect. Instead 960 House Martinsg flew north, 600 between 1300
and 1%3%0. Where were they going, why were they flying north? Answers on a
postcard please.

None bird interest was provided by a movement of 6 Red Admiral butterflies
at Rossall on the 26th with 2 at Starr Gate on the 28th. How fast does a Red
Admiral fly and were the two at Starr Gate stragglers from the 26. Inane
answers to this inane question to the Editor for the next Newsletter please.
«  Anyway, Mammal of the month was seen at 390 Vicarage Lane at 0930 hours
on .-the 17th - wait for it! A Grey Squirrel on the flat roof of Maurice's
shop windows was chased there by a cat - unharmed, it moved off after a few
minutes. Maurice doesn't say whether it was a wild cat that chased 1t there
but no doubt the squirrel was wild enough after spending an out of habitat .
sojourn in deepest Marton. No doubt it headed to Watson Road Park after that.

OCTOBER

As mentioned above, a large Shearwater was seen off Rossall on the 1st.
The same day also produced an Arctic Skua and a Slavonian Grebe flying north
with 4 Kittiwakes &nd 2 Fulmars heading south. On the 6th 39 Kittiwakes
moved south along with another Arctic Skua and ? Red Throated Divers.

3 Sandwich Terns off Starr Gate on the 6th were late but the single
which passed Rossall on the 27th was not so far off the latest recorded in
Lancashire on the 5th November 1981.

Movement of the Auk species was discernible throughout the month
involving Guillemots mainly with only the odd Razorbill.

Eider numbers off Rossall peaked at 925 on the 27th. 5 Scaup flew morth
off Cleveleys on the 18th.

An immature Long Tailed Duck had a short stay on Fairhaven Lake from
the 12th to the 15th and probably the same bird seen again on the 20th. It
soon became apparent that there had been & movement of this species with
several reports from coastal sites and lakes in the North West. 7 were seen

from Starr Gate on the 20th.
Considering the number of Common Scoter off South Promenade it is



WnilsSt Frank was "agiurnalisiug’ auv rasnavels a Large 11T was
attacking his milk bottles et home. A Magpie was the chief suspect, and for
those of you who have read about the strange and deadly diseases which can ¥
be picked up from contaminated milk I can report that Frank was out of the
country for the last Bird Club meeting and not in isolation at Victoria
Hospital.

Autumnal gatherings of 1050 Lapwings and 216 Golden Plovers were
observed at the Radar station on St.Annes Moss on the 2nd. At the end of 3
the month small parties of Coal Tits were seen at Stansh.

Like last year there was an influx of Curlew Sandpipers. 8 were noted
in the company of a Little Stint at Fairhaven on the 3rd. By the following
day 3% were counted between Lytham and Fairhaven, thereafter numbers declined
with 15 present on the 6th and 2 on the 18th and 29th. A Ruff was seen in
Lytham Dock creek on the 7th and a Curlew Sandpiper was on the beach st
Rossgll on the same day.

On the 8th the St.Annes Wader roost held 700 Oystercatchers, 30 Bar
Tails, 120 Dunlin, 20 Grey Plover, 46 Knot, 8 Ringed Plovers, 3 Curlew
Sandpipers, 1 Little Stint and only 160 Sanderling. The same day, the Birds .
at Estuaries count between Rossall and Glasson produced 5500 Oystercatchers,
868 Redshanks were on Barnaby Sands, 530 Turnstone at Rossall, 3 Greenshank
at Armhill and 4 Curlew Sandpipers at Condor Green.

On the 11th the first Pinkfoot of the Autumn flew in off the sea at
Starr Gate and landed near the sea wall. It then flew off inland over the
Promensde. On the 18th skeins of 220 Pinkfeet passed south over Fairhaven
at 0815 with smaller numbers being seen on several dates later in the month
throughout the Fylde.

At the Mere on the 22nd 11 Pintail stopped for a few seconds whilst 3
another 20 flew south. A female Gargasney was still there along with 1
Goldeneye and 6 Shoveler.

Meanwhile back at the coast - yes folks it's seawatching time againj:
please skip the next few paragraphs if you're not already falling asleep or
inwardly shuddering at the thought of sitting in the shelter at Stsrr Gate.
However, I have to report that our Chairman hit the jackpot on the 24th when,
he spotted a large Shearwater moving south just beyond. the surf some
distance away. As it got nearer it materialised into a Cory's Shearwater,
only the second Lancashire record. On the 1st October Simon Hayhow had
another large Shearwater at Rossall but too far out to identify specifically.

More mundane species were migrating too:- on the 14th 107 Sandwich
Terns, 13 Gannets and 47 Common Terns flew south past the shelter. The
following day produced 127 Sandwich Terns, 6 Red Throated Divers and 2
Pomarine and Arctic Skuas. A male Scaup also 'whizzed' its way south, or
left if you're mentally gazing out to sea and wishing that you were there.
NO - OK.

|



e rl1rst KleldI'ares arrived a 11CTle Later WiTn )SUU pPLus at the Mere
on the 20th and 10 at Pilling on the same day. 17 flew west over Clifton Hall
on the 26th.

Bramblings were scarce. 8 flew south east at Rossall on the 6th. 2 flew
over Fairhaven on the 1%3th, 1 was at Clifton on the 19th and 5 were with
Chaffinches at Lytham Hall on the 25th.

A Snow Bunting flew in off the sea at Rossall Point on the 28th.

Other not so noticeable visitors were seen during the month. Rock Pipits
at Pilling, Rossall and Stanah, Woodcock at the Mere, Ballam and at the shop
at Vicarage Lene. When Maurice does sell his shop I hope he supplies a bird
list to the new owner.

The Fylde Ringing Group have been active recently. On the 6th 15 Meadow
Pipits and 5 Reed Buntings were ringed at Lane Ends. At Winmarleigh Hsll there
were 2 Tawny Owls along with 1 Bullfinch, a definite rarity for the Fylde.

40 Redwing roosted at Clifton Hall on the 19th of which 4 were ringed, as
were 4 Goldcrest and 4 Coal Tits. Approximately 130 Redwings roosted at
Singleton on the 20th on which date 24 Chaffinch and 6 Blackbird were ringed.
A further %% Chaffinch were ringed on the 23rd.

You may have noticed that there is a paucity of records and reports from
some of the premier sites of the Fylde. Not a single mention of Watson Roed
Park, Harrowside, the Railway Bushes or Squires Gste Industrial estate. Ed's
been having a bad autumn. I just hope that things improve for him in the

New Year. Maybe a Nutcracker in Revoe Park?

CONTRIBUTORS : C.G.Batty, L.G.Blacow, A.Dawe, B.Dyson, S.FEaves,
S.Hayhow, J.Hopkins, M.Jones, M.Myerscough, R.Stinger,
E.Stirling, J.F.Walsh.

POSTSCRIPT
First of al1 I'd like to thank everyone who has contributed to the
Newsletter this year whether it be by supplying articles or by sending in thei:

sightings. My apologies go to anyone whose sightings have not been included.
This is entirely due to Editorial incompetence and the filing system which
prevails in the Dawe household. When I'm writing the Recent Reports I sit at
the kitchen table surrounded by the bits of paper, read through them all and
then try to put them into some semblance of order. To look at the table you'd
think a litter lout was about with paper scattered all over the place. The
filing system is a pile of paper stuck on the topmost book shelf which moves
down shelf by shelf as the months progress. I know where everything is
providing nobody touches it.

John Cross who has supplied sn account of his Spring visit to Texel

also visited Dumfries and Galloway and came back with copious amounts of



1literature regarding birding opportunities in the area. This is reproduced
at the back of the Newsletter. He stayed in Castle Douglas and can
heartily recommend:- Kerr #,SREklacist fouse

Gelston

Castle Douglas. Kirkcudbrightshire
DG7 1SH Tel: 0556 - 2513

Maurice has kindly supplied some archive articles written by the
late Nelson Harwood for the Lytham St.Annes Express. These too follow
from the Postscript and I hope that you find them of interest.

John Fletcher has supplied a Christmas Crossword which looks g bit
difficult to me. He's not stated what the prizes for solving it are but no
doubt he'll let you buy him a pint if you succeed. I must admit it's
not like 'Birdwatching' magazine where you can win a pair of Bausch and
Iomb 8 x 42's simply by spotting the differences between two pictures.

Barry Dyson's article about boring birds must strike a chord with readers§.
I must admit I'd not really thought about it but when I did I thought what
maekes a bird boring? - isit the way it looks; the way it behaves or a
narcotic combination of both. By the way Barry I like Rock Pipits but agree
entirely where Canads Geese are concerned. Just the other night at the Preston
Society we had a talk about birds of Argentina. The Speaker made the point
that millions of Chinstrap Penguins are interesting but just a few clustered
on s beach soon become boring. I do hope that we get some other lists -
Christmas is the ideal time to compile one but no Aylesbury Ducks or
Turkeys please.

At the moment our Secretary is like a walking advert for Focalpoint,
equipped as he is with brand new optics (Bausch & Lomb binoculars and a Kowa
TSN 3) I can see Father Christmas bringing him a new Goretex anorak just to
complete the picture. Another possible item would be a badge 'sponsored by
Bass' prominently displayed on his backl!

I had to laugh last Sunday when walking along the river bank at 3
Aldcliffe when he asked John Fletcher (still sporting his beard) what he
was getting for Christmas. John didn't know, however our Secretary said "Well
& new Razor would be a good idea" or words to that effect.

Anyway, enough of that I'11 just wait for the protestations of -
innocence to come or maybe I'll be wiped off the Christmas Card list.

Finally I'd like to wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and en even

happier New Year.
A.D.
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THREAVE
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Access:

Several observation points (OP) are shown on the accompanying map and members of the
public are permitted to use these between 1 November and 31 March each winter. Visitors
are asked to keep strictly to the approach routes indicated on the map and not to go
beyond the screened view points. Further details of these "hides" are given below and
maps showing their positions, approach routes and car parks are also posted on the
tracks leading off the A75 road to Lodge of Kelton and Kelton Mains Farms,

Access to other parts of the refuge, which may involve crossing tenanted farmland, must
be under the guidance of the Warden., Conducted tours in parties up to a maximum of 10
are available on every day except Mondays. A charge is made per person, irrespective of
Trust membership, with a reduction for children under 16, It is recommended that advance
bookings should be made to the Warden at the following address:

Observation Points y-w

Five observation points have been established by the construction of rough screens at
places where experience has shown wildfowl to feed or rest most regularly. Wildfowl are
very alert birds and a careful approach is required: avoid sudden movements, keep
voices low, and if any geese stop feeding and raise their heads, do not move until they
start feeding again. In this way you will stand the best chance of seeing birds and of
leaving them undisturbed for the next visitors.







oP 1 Lodge Railway Cutting (GR 738607)

Overlooking fields from the disused railwaye. Car park at bridge over the
railway cutting on road leading to Lodge of Kelton Farm, Cross stile into
field on east side of road, and on the north side of the railway cutting,
descend into cutting by flight of steps adjacent to the bridge, then walk under

the bridge.

oP 2 Lamb Island, near Bridge of Dee (GR 736606)

Proceed over the disused railway bridge onto the island. A short flight of
steps descends to a path leading through young woodland to the viewpoint
overlooking the river at the north end of the island.

OP 3 River Dee, near Threave Castle (GR 740619)

Overlooking pools on the River Dee and the north end of an island much used
by geese. Park in the car park at Kelton Mains Farm and follow the public
footpath towards Threave Castle. On reaching the riverbank, leave the Castle
path, turn left and walk along the bank downstream for about 100 m.

OP 4 Lodge Railway Cutting (GR 743609)

This overlooks fields from the north east end of the railway cutting. Park

as for OP 1. Cross stile into field on east side of raod, but on south side
of railway cutting, walk along the edge of the cutting, past the "causeway”,
then descend to the level of the old railway,line by a short flight of steps.

OP 5 Blackpark Marshes (GR 743624)
A fully enclosed hide was constructed at this point in 1984. It offers
excellent views of the River Dee and Blackpark Marshes, where many species
of wildfowl may be seen. Please keep to the field edge when approaching the
hide.

Other points from which wildfowl may often be observed are:

The Hightae Drum (Horse Hill)

Occasional feeding place for geese which can be observed best from the entrance to
Hightae Farm (GR 753612). Please do not park on the main road as this is a dangerous
corner. (No shelter provided).

Threave Castle

There is a public footpath, open at all times, from a car park at Kelton Mains Farm.
The castle, a 14th century Douglas stronghold on an island, accessible only by boat, is
open as follows (expect when the river is very high):

April - September
Mon - Sat 0930 = 1900 hrs Sundays 1400 = 1900 hrs

October = March
Mon -~ Sat 0930 - 1600 hrs Sundays 1400 - 1600 hrs

There is an admission charge.



Threave Garden

Threave Garden

W e

The garden is of great interest throughout the year. The house is not open to the
public, but the garden and grounds are open every day from J am until sunset. An
attractive woodland walk offers a pleasant contrast to the open farmland of the wild-
fowl refuge and the opportunity to view a variety of small woodland birds.

Main species of wildlife.
to be seen at Threave

Great Crested Grebe

Little Grebe
Cormorant

Heron

Kingfisher, Hen Harrijer
Short—=eared Owl

DUCK

Mallard, Teal

Wigeon

Pintail, Shoveler
Gadwall, Scaup, Smew

Goldeneye, Goosander

Tufted Duck, Pochard

GEESE

Grey Lag

White—-fronted Goose
(Greenland form)

Pink=footed Goose

Barnacle, Brent, Canada Geese

Breeds regularly on Carlingwark Loch.

Common, winter,
Frequent on the river and at Carlingwark Loch.

Regular,

Seen occasionally on river and
marshes.

Numerous in winter: breed locally.

The commonest ducke. Up to 4,000 recorded on
Dee in winter,

Regular, but in small numbers.
Irregular and infrequent in winter,

The most regular of the diving ducks, the
former more abundant than the latter, Oct=Mar,

Common on neighbouring lochs. Also on river
sometimes, especially numerous in hard weather.

The commonest goose., About 1,500 in recent
years. Late October to mid April.

200 - 400 winter on Loch Ken and small parties
may occasionally be seen flighting at dusk into
Blackpark Marshes. November to March.

Occurs with other geese in small numbers.

Rare. 0dd single records in recent years with
other geese, mostly on Hightae Drum.



GEESE (cont'd)

Bean Goose Only seen occasionally and then normally only
on Hizhtae Drum. Late December to late
February. Formerly numerous but maximum 30-50
in recent years.

SWANS

Whooper Swans Regular, October to April usually up to about
30,

Rough Island

20 acres situated off the village of Rockcliffe in the Urr estuary. Access by walking
over the mud at low tide from Rockcliffe or Kippford. Nesting site of terns and
Oyster Catchers. The public are asked not to visit the island in the nesting season
of May/ﬁune, as the nests in the-shingle beach are not easily seen and are walked upon.



By W. . McNish

P nen the late Major A. F. Gordon
presented his sstate of Threave
to the Trust in 1948, one of his
. primary objectives—and in
accorcancs with the wishes of his elder
brother. Mzjor C. L. Gordon who had died
eight yezrs previousir in 1%40—was the
establishrient of a wildfow] refuge on that
portion of the River Des betwesn Threave,
Netherhzil Zsiate, and the adjacent Blackpark
marsh. '

_ The arez is subject to varying degress of
floading zs river levels rise and fail. A though
keen shcoting men, they were lso very much
concemed with conservation—a word, sel-
dom, if ever. heard during their lifetimes,
Included within the refuge half a mile from the
river, and c'ose to the town of Castle Daouglas,
are the extensive marshes of Carlingwark and
Hightze. Trese marshes are divided by a
narrow mzn-made canal, known locally as
‘Carlingwark Lane' which runs from Carling-
wark Loch to the river.

Threave has always been well known in
ornithelogical circles as a wintering ground of
bean geese. First recorded in 1921 they were
regular visitors from December to March.
Some 300-200 bean were regularly seen up
to the late 1940's, but from then on the
numbers hzve decreased until only 30-50
now visit the area and then not always an
Threave.

The common goose on the refuge nowa-
days is the greylag. First appearing in the
1930's, their numbers gradually increased as
the bean became scarce. Now several hun-
dred may ks szen on the refuge on most days
In winter and many more come (o roost in the
river and in the Blackpark marsh, which the
shared with the bean in former years: Small
flocks of Greenland whitefront still roost there
occasionally. away from their usual habitat in
the Des-Ken valley some miles upstream.

A few pinkiest may also be seen with the
greylags, although most of that species in this
district prefzr to stay on farms nearer to the
coast. Stragglers of other species appear from
time to time such as Canada, and brent. On
the river the most common ducks are wigeon,
mallard, tezl with smaller numbers of pintail,
shoveller. goldeneye, goosander, and tufted
porchard. There are more of the last two
species when lochs in the district are frozen
over.

Others seen occasionally are gadwall,
scaup, smew, scoter, and in late spring, a pair
or two of shelduck.
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n the reserve. Inset left: greylag at nest, right: pinkfoot

The River Dee which forms the westemn
boundary of the refuge is a favourite greylag
roost where up to 2,500 birds can arrive in
the evening to spend the night in safety. The
evening flighting at dusk in winter is an
unforgetiable sight,

Many other birds inhabit the woods and
pastures on the estate—curlew, redshank,
reed bunting and meadow pipit to name but a
few, while the once common lapwing and
grey partridge are much scarcer than
formetly.

Threave has three hides situated alang the

river and two on the disused railway li
Lodge of Kelton, which gives good covept
access to hides looking out over the fieit
which are.a winter feeding ground for f
gesse. _.

The refuge is open from 1 November to
March. The best months for sesing wildf
are December and January, particu arly if
river is low. Further information and lea
are available from the visitor centre %
Threave Garden or from The Warden, Thre:
Wildfow] Refuge, Kelton Mill, Castle Dougl
Telephone 055 668 242 % :

Evening flight of greylag ge
R T
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Visitors are welcome at the
Wood of Cree

By PAUL COLLIN

THE Wood of Cree is the largest
and perhaps the most important
area of ancient woodiand left in
the south of Scotland. Situated
five miles north of Newton
Stewart, the wood extends for over
two miles along the River Cree.
The RSPB purchased the wood in
1984 to safeguard its future and
manage it as a Nature Reserve. |
was appointed as the full-time
Warden the same year, having
previously worked on a number of
RSPB Reserves in the country.

Once much of Britain was
covered with broadleaved forests
and the history of man is largely
a story of woodland clearance so
that today only small remnants of
the old woods are left. Sadly this
decline still continues and recent
studies have shown that almost
half the ancient woodland in
Galloway has been lost since the
last war.

Our ancient woodlnnds are a
priceless part of our national
heritage, rich in wildlife and of
great landscape and amenity value.
They have evolved over many
hundreds of years during which
time their immensely varied plant
and animal communities have
developed. Once lost these woods
cannot be replaced and today there
is a growing realisation that these
remnants are important to all of
us and need to be conserved.

The Wood of Cree, although an
ancient wood, is far from natuoral
in structure, having been greatly
modified by previous timber
extraction. Historical records show
that the wood was regularly cut
from at least 1760 up until 1920,
probably every 25 to 30 years on
a system of management known a

coppicing. The timber was used in

the construction of houses, oak
bark for the local tannery while
charcoal was produced for the
smelting of locally mined lead
between 1763 and 18330. Some
timber also went further afield as
pit props and cotton bobbins.

The wood was last cut in 1920
when it appears that most of it was
felled. The trees have now regrown
and form a dense even-aged wood
of rather small trees. Oak and
Birch are the most common trees
but there is also Hazel, Willow and
Alder. Though the wood already
has plenty of interesting wildlife
the RSPB aims to considerably
improve this interest by active
management. This will fovolve
careful thinning of trees to create
a more diverse structure, with
some trees growing on (o maturity
and enough light reaching the
woodland floor for matural re-
generation of shrubs and trees to
take plnce.

This is obviously a long term
project which has to be done with
considerable care and skill. My
main task since starting as Warden
has been to prepare a Management
Plan for the resérve, based on
thorough surveys of the wood and
its wildlife, with reference to past
records and other interested people
and organisations.

The RSPB has copsiderable .

experience from looking after a

wide variety of woodland reserves -

around the British Isles and we are
confident that in time the Wood
of Cree can be restored to
something very close to lts original
splendour.

Already we have slarted to lhm

| a few trial plots within the

oakwood, choosing a range of soil
and woodland types. Subsequent
thinning will be guided by the
results of this work. Some of the
timber is being left as dead wood
for insects and fungi while the rest
is extracted for sale, probably as
firewood.

In addition to nearly 400 acres
of woodland the Reserve also
includes 80 acres of marsh beside
the River Cree and 120 acres of
moorland with scattered trees
above the wood. Conifers recently
planted within the latter area by 2
previous owner are being removed.

The atiractive variety of habitats
supports 2 wealth of birds with 106
species recorded of which 55 have
nested. Of particular note are
those scarce woodland species
which visit us each summer and
winter around the Mediterranean
or in Africa. These include the
Wood Warbler with its evocative
song which nests at exceptional
density with 33 palrs this year,
while the Tree Pipit is even more
numerous.

The Redstart, a mmarkably
handsome, yet eluswe species that
favours the more open woodland
edge is also commoun. Oue of my
I'nvountes is the Pled Flycatcher
which is close to the edge of its
range here in Galloway. This was
first discovered breeding in the
4 wood in 1983 when 2 pairs ‘were
found but with the provision of
nest boxes these were np to 20 pairs

ThaWoodofCreesupporbawoalthof
Porter for the RSPB.

this summer. It is thoughl that -

fewer than 200 pairs breed in the
whole of Galloway. i

These are just a few examples of
the birds which rely on the Wood

of Cree. However, even if you have

no interest in birds or other
wildlife, the wood is still an
attractive place to walk In the
spring and early summer when the
bluebells and primroses are at their
best, or in the autumn amongst the
fallen leaves when the rowans are
full of berries; or stand by the
woodland edge in the half light of
dusk to have a magnificent Barn
Owl glide silently by, Just as the
Tawny Owls are beginning to hoot
from the depths of the wood. The
Wood of Cree is truly a wonderful
place and it is one we should all
be proud to have ou our doorstep.

Visitors are welcome to the
Reserve at all times and there is a
woodland walk about a mile long
which follows a loop through the
wood, passing an attractive burn
with waterfalls for much of its
length and taking In a viewpoint
looking over the valley and nurby
hills.

Alternatively, there is a track
which leads up on to the moor or
you could just take a more
leisurely stroll along the roadside.
Cars are probably best left at the
clearing in the middle of the wood
where there is a Reserve notice
with information. No charge is
made but we would ask visitors to
bear in mind that this is a Nature
Reserve and to treat it with due
respect. We hope that many more.

4 people will take the opportunity to -y

come. ;
For further information or if an
escorted visit is to be arranged then
please contact me at; Gairland,
0ld Edinburgh Rozd, Minnigaff,
Newton Stewari, DG83 6PL (Tel:
Newton Stewart (0671) 2861).
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TO REMEM
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- eared owls, one after the other,

'Y winter visitors were
. home on the ground, as they both
* roost and nest there.

':"

e 1
e e L
Gannet.

Ring-talled harsier.

HE days which bridged
the years 1937 and
1958 were notable for
the appearance at Ansdell
of certaln  wintering
spectes,
There wons 8 Jack-snipe, which
had come from Its breeding
rounds across the North Sea to
lo idemtical diteh in which I
saw one four years ago. A
present at  that distant date
were A waler-rall and a wood-
cock, and they were there again
to complete the trio.
Partly due to an invasion of
continental birds, there was an
abundance of blue tite—and milk
bottles suffered accordingly.
Most of the damage was done in
the region of doorsteps, and the
culprits were disappearing with-
out glving entertainment value
So, on gne occasion, ¥ transferred
the containers to the middle of
the Jawn and watched through s
window. Two out of slx tils
Immediately deserted a string of
peanuts and began operations.
The better workman, after
I:uncluring the top of his bottle,
{terally threw bits of metal right
and left Lo a distance of 1Bin
and, within two minutes was
dipping his beak into the cream.

Snow buntings

At least seven anow buntings,
whose nesting alte may have
been 3,000fL nbove sea level on
the mountnins of Bcotland (or
even In Iceland), stayed {for
several wceks near FairhavenR
Lake. They were not in their
best  plumage, but contributed
many musical rippling flight-
phrases by way of compensnijon.,

A brondeast on the conservi-
tion of wildfow] almost sm-
chronised with a flight over
Granny’s Bay of 75 pink-footed
geese while several
casualtles were lying on the
ground below them.

The first spell of hard weather
brought small greenish birds,
known as siskins, ta Lytham,
where they sought their food in

the alders while snow was thick |to

'mA ;the l%rﬁl;ld’m
er carpet of snow hud
thirappeared I flushed five short.

of their]

from the reeds by the side of a
These
uite at

ditch on Marton Moss.

Black-talled godwits, efter =

lapse of 130 years, are re-estab-

lishing themselves as a breeding

/. specles in Britaln,

About Bhrovetlde these long-
billed birds deserted th
‘s flooded meadow at Lytham.
F‘Htﬁl palrs of
mallard and teal also favoured
this' lake until they were scared
by a gunman, who was shooting

* out of zeason,

Birds know al] nbout mechani-
cal alds to food production, and
400 common gulls were following
various ploughs on the mopssland.
Others were flylng northwards,
high overhead end in V-forma-
tion. This goose-like behaviour Is
comparatively rare and Is not
nt.tl,] buted to any other specles of
gull

In the estuary

At the beginning of March, 70
cormorants were fishing in the
estuary. Between periods of
swimming and diving they could
be seen drylng thelr outspread
wings as they stood on the sand:s
opposite Lytgam.

I failed to revive a female

lemot which was suffering
rom oll poisoning. She was In
the ful] breeding plumsge of the
northern race, 80 would be missed
from her nesting ledge on some

1£0 | Seottlsh. olifl,

Red-throated divers are sociable
creatitres, and three were cer-
tainty npot & crowd s they sported
just offshore at Starr Gate, In
level ﬂight their stralght necks
were held rigldly al an angle of
depression Lo the line of the body,
bﬁf they flew with appreciable
power,

To the north

Not untll o week after the ver.
nal equinox dld the northerly
flock-passage  of “little birds”
become noticenble. It was led by
successive ng 'batches of
meadow plpits, which came across
the estunry to Fairhaven and con-
tinued along the Lancashire coasl
to Morecambe and beyond at the
rate of 1,000 a day.

Por the second year in
succession 1 recorded a {(Baltic)
littla gull et Bt Annes. This time
it was 8 brown juvenile. with
white cheeks and underparts, It
had a dark line behind the eye, &
blackish hallcollar, and wing
markings very similar to those of
a young (grey) kittiwnke,

It is only In comparalively
recent times that leading orni-
thologists have realised that
swnllows can be partly arboreal,
s0 it was noteworthy when 50 of
this species were hawking Insects
from leafy boughs at Lytham,

A northward-bound whimbrel
alighted in a fleld of oats and
began to feed When nelghbour-
ing sterlings rose in alarm, this
Meay bird flaltened Iitself on the
|ground so that ils beak, out-
stretehied neck and body were in
one plane. It remained thus for
a considerable time before tuking
the alr und sounding s varied
version of its sevenfold eall
For the first Lime In al least

nine years, a palr of little grebes

e shore for

intail and several

nested within the borough. Thes: .. 1
small chestnut - hendes_ diving .= =
birds betrayed their presence by 1 4"

long whinnying calls, but during «
the incubating period they were

very good et hiding themselves. .
They reared three siriped young °
which contrasted with the biack
downy moorhen chicks on the

saume pond. :
June saw the smergence from
their rabblt-hole of the yesr's first -

sheldueklings. As they were belng =
taken along one of the: dykes,

they formed a close . fitting

crescent of 12 Aully brown and

white orbs at the resr of thelr
motlier, and not n drop of water
was Lo be seen separating them
from her or one ancther.

Elsven weeks after the coming
to our lakes and rivers of the
common sandpipers, thelr
leisurely trek back to, South
Africa began. ‘They had taken
almost the minlmum emount cf
time to nest. lay and hatch eges,
nng tend thelr young.

Musical notes

y ﬁ‘heed (t:)ommon apeciesdmwas
ollowed by four green san gers
(misnamed becausc only their
legs are green), which were
recognised by dark brown upper-
parts snd under-wings, white
rump and, best of all, by musical
notes like the tinkling of high-
pilched handbells.

Frequent companians of 'Elpers
round the freshwaler pools sre
(very sllent) ruffs, and six had
arrived at Freckleton by mid-
July, They were adults, with
purple.  and ather patches,
depending on  their breeding
plumage, On moving south, they
were replaced by less striking
birds of the same species, nn
this rocess  continued until
December,

Spectecular ablutions by red-
shanks were o feature of the
Fﬂnd tife.  After swimming
uzil for some time they
suddenly darted two yards
forward, turned in an iInstant
dashed back, and then repeated
tho performance. They were
equally fast when reciprocating
transversely and slicing the
water with open wings.

Long legs

“Chiff. chiff, chiff” was the
cry announcing the arrival of a
wood-sandpiper. It was rather
similar to Its “green” namesake
but hrd a shorter body and
longish yellow legs which
?I)Ftﬂded beyond the tall during

150

According: to. the tales of
travellers to such 11113.:&5 as Lap-
land, it is not teally a woodland
species and normally nesis on
npen ground.

During August a spottec red-
thank, whose home is in the
Finnish marshes, was the inost
Important visitor to Freckleton:
It was blackish-brown through-
out  except for white spots,
mainly on the wings. At limes
It fed on minute creatines by
running in shallow waler with
the bill wholly immersed.

Contemporary with this bird
was the record number of 300
kittiwekes on the shore al Starr
Gale, wherg thelr typleal cries In
chorus were umiqua on this
conast, SBix Arctic skuns were
thelr unwelcome associates.

Also gt Btarr Gate, for the first

time In my experlence, wWas 8

Black-tailed godwit.
R

Cormorant.

party of gennets. It numbered
five, of which two were white
adults with long clgar-shaped
bodies and black extramities to
the six-fool wing-span.

The other three we
ture birds with va
of black and
plumage. The habitat of this
auintet. was the sea and the nest-
ing ground s rocky island rising
from It

Their specinlity was high-diving
and they gave a splendid dlsplry
of this from heighis of 00ft or
more. ceusing great splashes as
they entered the water.

For several days in eatly
autumn 8 rare member of the
hawk famlly was quartering Mar-
ton Moss, whera it was first
observed i:y Mr P. Carah (King
Edward VII biplogy master).

At a distance and in flight, it
yas a fairly large, dark brown
oird with long wings end tail and
4 conspleuous white rump. When,
in bright sunshine and at less
than 30 yards, It obligingly
perched on a stook of corn, it
showed dark bars across the tail
and an unstresked dark rufus
breast,

Identification

The latter was the diagnostic
fepture which ensured itive
identification of the bird as a
Juvenlle. Montagu's harrier, a
species last recorded In Lanca-
shire in 1874. -

The lemale and young of the
hen-harrler, . 8 winter visltor
which I used to see on the Ve
shire moors, are so similar
those of the Montagu's, thal they
arg jointly known as ring-tails.

The flight-note of the
(Icelandic) whooper swoan is writ-
ten as "Ahng-ha" and this Is what
was trumpeted in my ear when,
in lale November, two of this
specles surprised me as they came
over the sea, wall st Fairhaven.
Unlike our own mute swans, their
wings make little nolse as they
beat the air, and T heard nothing
bul voices,

Only once before hes the lemon
and bleck knobless bill of the
sweh been observed in

ooper
the Fylde. and that was at
Freckleton in 1962




ORNITHOLOGIST REVIEWS THE YEAR

Blrds that made (natural)
history in 1961

RED-NECKED GREBE

'HROUGHOUT 19861 I had
!requent contacts with

Indeb! em for
muntc dlaghoses  of
several tricky specles and

for other favours.

Reogular _pcorrespanden
with Mr H. Shorrock, I
Preaton ornithologlst, was
also of conslderable
asslstance,

. motaworthy

‘nccasl
Wﬁm 1ifHie stinte
Bugle clue

Welcoms additions to thess
whooper-

Above the fields

above these flzlds
flhmm merlin  was
mobbed by

i
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g
et

s
3
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g
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BY N. HARWOOD

Mr W, hard, of Warton,

watar they wera very p

Lo the eye
_After I.I'l pbsence of msny
Canada

manths pa ol
eeae r!tumzd to their former
t“:-:rm near l..{mam Hall, but

t was tallar than a heron and
s naormml stance was more
horizontal, Its forehead was &
Arge. binck, velvely knob, and
the head wan erowned with
iden bristies. -The

sultable nesting o

Secret nest

made no attempt to

hu!n &ﬂr nut. and 1t was

tl.e itl.l.ll g“u'l P

nt ” mu
R::nther ir unalrad 8

in' due course, a md.

with three bimck - billed;

greenish-yellow which
wary pmg:b the first of their
5 hatehed at

specles (0 be
- Lytham,

nép
was E’lﬂllllls alon mr
country ncross the North Hea.
ranks as one cf the
rarer waders und s particularly
eluslye  during s wpring
passage.

Cockle raids

The peak number of oy
catchers on the shore wu uf
the urder af 8,000, They ralded
the cockle beds. Nel!.l of this
species nre few and far batween,
but in early June thers was one
on Clifton Marah,

Ruffs  have Dot nested In
Britalh for 40 years, or in Lan-
caahira for half o century. but

'y may well recolonise  Lhe
country, in the near [future.
Four ll:lllﬁl F‘:’Idda';"? rocves
wire o] urin;
and Juns. They were In 'h:elclv
Ing plumage, with black adorn-
E‘mh predominating among

The northerly movement of
annderling (to (}runllnd .88
observed st Biarr Osls
&% over a period
several weoks and I.umlnl:ed
abruptly in mid-Juns. On on
dmy 100 wm counted. but, Hl.ur
thnL only stragglers could ba

Th wmthllu:ut:hn

wadess 1

and thely min; wn tnlmed by
Suniina i tTovndrey. Dise:
talled uuﬁwm. all of which wers
in sppréciable numbers by the

u&dﬂs—duﬁ: In splandid rsd
ead of the

were wall
on the accepled
ﬂidﬁl-ﬁlm far this species.
The Ribble marshes main-
ta‘ned thetr reputatlon for
Taritles  when & Teumminck's
stint was seen Iraterniaing with
dunling on o innccesalble
area of Ih &Dﬂ. 1L was
wary and uften 11, 80 that &
::?lldlrahli time clr::ud
ore ostle featuros
ity ey
breaat, pale'legs lnd whlh lhun
of taill could be verifisd

Like comedians

d-up of terns at 8t

they
stood In varlous ntutudn on

ahaore.
A very dark Arctle skua was
cru'sing on  the sea  and
minding lts uwn bu.lhw- when

ree common Le

thi ; Tiuy dive-bombed

It to such mn extent that it
forced ta rise

W
westwards. nnd the terns con-
tinued thelr atiacks. This s
-aﬁl:m of the usual sku
» i

On the Twelfth, an: Africen
erownad “under

crane artived
Ita own steam." at the farm of

ﬁm‘ hn.l;uat the cheek was
white nnd the: lower half pink.
The plumw was very dark
RTEY E: L mnl. the lﬁnﬂ had
apprsﬂnhe whita The

dens, and eacaped
from one st Bouthport, Never-
theless, It adapted itself to the
new conditions, and, batween
foeding timea st the farm, when
It competed with try &n
bullocks for , it ranged
over an mres of several square
mllal. sounded lrimmpel notes
during flight, and spent some
Hme perching in tall trees.

Crash-landing
Wi!.h the coming of tam
£ Wera moon
::allil lmd ths wounded crane
Ianded & considerable
distance  from
home al Warton. tunstaly,

wis
folk who ealled & veterinary
surgeon fo attend to It mnd

back | q'umm at Bout.h-
po

K. Olements ldennﬂod & bird
which he saw in the blllhll
near Pairhaven Lake
barred wnbler & species whleh
had not been recorded in Lan-
cashire since 1898.

On the first morning of tha
Ryder Oup match (Oploher 13)
fhere was no humnn actly
on the shore at 8t J\.unu. and
the faraway narea the
edge of the l.ldu mdu:]ky
becams allve with pink-

e,

Join 80 wl were nlready
resting on a sandbank.
Bulgan and large skeins con-

Lo lp?elr untll there
wore more  than 300  geese,

no anuh i 1o
e t. u?ll.!a xel I.!.n;

rlgh: Eam at the IJm!
pLmsge, thore at

Btlrr Gnle, of 150 gulllemota,
"rh:y were more fortunate than
e of their brethren, which,
w:thnr wllh many common
part wreck

of &
nf nllnd blrdl whleh llnl-:hl'd
niong the Fylde coamat.

After two years

After being absant for more
than two years, s party of an

returnsd
Colourful birds in pink, whll.e
Bluie and black, they ware food
l.?l_w;? mnod, In autumn, tendl:}
chie on_ pooina, ﬂm cou.
not ‘do much harm.

If & Lrie vagrant from Norih
America, Lancashire’s bird of

 year could have been o

snow goose which had atlached
iksa’f to m group of 80
geee o an

Canada
out-af-the-way

corner of the county, IL was

much smaller than 1is assocl-

nl.t‘-f wod conaiderably move

aoiiva.

walk, ot b‘: aty {dly
, and,

l. tha rrnl rIg.

‘rnmm its plnk blll [

the wln ﬂn
.nvi:lonu du.rin; filghts,

the whims of wlgd and eurrent.
Once, for o fow ssconds, b
lhmd Ita head and ;‘“’7
were brown except for &
whl'n !‘.r_lnl stripe, bread round
the eve and tapering lowards
the nape.
From the Arctic
a\ntrl.l't-nrnm‘l neasion \:IE
m‘ﬁar to identily t‘l::m bird nx &
lDl!.l talled duck, whoes habl-
la ‘the sea and br
tha te
A neighbour described birda

S rie SRS 2

LONG-TAILED DUCK
which had been tnhl.ng berries
fram ke bushes in h rde:

prominent

nm-h. hlm:k eye nﬂpu
and bi du'q%:a
nnd yol lw I.lpl to tlllu.




BIRD VISITORS OF 1964
They came on the wmg and

with a song

SHORT-EARED OWL

CRESTED TIT

AB In previous years,

. ;mt.l.r lndlbtm to Mr
reston. Belentific |0

mm Hr P’ Carah (King

Edward VII School, Lytham)

;lm‘l' Mr M

b of the Hemnﬁ World w-:'.
and It occupled ed
sites In London and

vagrant  hounted the comst
Heysham for nvenl weeks,

Thres purple sandplpers eam
tw Lytham, nnl]y one siay
and. almost pertaln! 7 lt m the
same burd | w for
the fourth wintar In -um:!un
As: belore, It companions wers

200 turnstones. in the midst of am

which It needod some fAnding
1,300 pink-footed geesy
ax’ Mariin

ot " war o oarnncle whith

I’ have strayved from Lhe
Bolway aftar fourneving from
apl Luursin. Although  a|

roueud bird. Eesplog that)

mnlny l Wi nunning

the rl.lt of being ahot

Equally Inulm_rd{
dark-breasted bren
from| their breeding
the peninsulars nnd Islands of
Arctie Rumma, paid onn of thelr|eq
rare visits Lo Lytham.

In danger

The 1883 shrike
sirvived a fow 1Ddr:ollrn of

ot (which dm aimed at

wore savernl|
geese which, |

yards but
recorded when a whole nan
becomias  Wal

and the south-|
nll. Our ‘own fiory-talled, lnotr'

el

Mere tha "odd manih

grouncds on An':sw

By N. HARWOOD

alarm from
the Green

?lﬂnn
sually
hnd separate In the air

30 redwings

loughed
rive,

'&rs  on nd;

BBO naturalists reported that

re were few (Scandingvian)

the
m.lwu:u In' Britaln, so we werely

fortunate in having 50 near Falr-
haven golf courss.

Win OW R

whierlgwl. ded
mrival on w St Annes pond. of
small numuarl ol duck u.nu drake
show and

cuu!r——lll strangers Lo the tnldl:nr
Cannda  geese whizh by Palm
Bnmhy began Lo seck other dest-

B iy

0 Fylde observers viating
Blherd-lle saw A pair of bitterne
om::f': from ths reeds of alal
mur The sianece of the [emale
WhS Inl’;n]: em&-—-!uﬂnhal. wiL
P

pea tike
oy sl P
olR & first qunrter
of the year, alihough in n?mg-

Ang numbers, ruifs could “I‘"ﬁ
bomun nenr leton,
I'molu dwu enlours, ﬂre

""1{. md omn rn’m”iﬁi .

mong uumm (713
First chiff-chaff

Ilwﬂl“d |I1'Wl.h|.l that

first
ot Lyl.hlm. when his
ulet trilling '3
a mu‘d | flock of e i dpolle '(‘h
uuuon thon wulzhtuher t:.'b 1-::;
specter would i

ltull inth =

I wiliter .hl- camoll bird oy
several i

E

land  near
hllil‘:n Ieft 150
flocks rise togethaer

|tundra; returned sbout the sam

pe
|\I.l]n from_the Bn.l!-l.e work
o aree [thelr pamage to the e

near eyes, tndinc on  seeds umm
qrass weedn, The:

(Wost tman
bills which, havin g escaped from
an mviary st Warton, wore doing

red-pared 'u'-

Reassembly

nesting  time Canada
renssomibled AL thelr head-
qulrur ‘Thiee broods of
gunlings lri lnd r.w fours)

After

and

the pame pond,

Eul Itm nn npuub familles and
. ul kept clear of other
Two spoonbllls visited Lanca-
shire fog the sscond year in
wi n mk.

there wern such rard Tey
and marsh harrier |n t.ho same
ocallty,

Bators the end of .hnn several
black-talled godwits, in summer
liimage, had n!.nrmd to Lhe

1de.coast from thelr breeding
ounds, which I nearer than
orfolk are atill secreb

Banderlings, which
barren places In
tundra, sera the (st of t
{0 Gere: buck Raki b9 i

jol

recorded Ty hundesd bar-talled uodult{.
from the areaa of Lha

TURTLE DOVE

time
Water "hd"h s

rale waya ta winter umen.
lungﬁ.med “uod-nn dp! 5 -;,m,

Shep orth
1ittle

northern
L oot of tha 3

crovaing  tho
halted at Preckleton h:!ure-'
contin to Alrica. and

Water walker
Thepe  smailsst of all

.2."'

and Fajrhaven, where

talned  durl August
helng tn * perpelual on
while hun for lnaech in: the,
air or on

naalsted Its
strong wl.m.’l
watar In the
pe

trel.

Honvy ralns and l!lnnd.ln

mmrzd L 8 certain m

o condition to rncad.w {[IEATS

ltlnl.n gurlew, um:pi mor.u»:l
raffs u.k

againat a
Er "Ik!n on the
manner a storm

scaup.  gadwall and

colourfy
(Rumanian®) r Iduel

l’llllu
byl

ncen of popds. Oneji

L by eum-l winis Alao i
pame R:nl wWare several|nig
lmu of - wildlowl, I.m:ludin

[ Lwo

At the bewinnlng of Novembar
(Haorth .‘\rnnrium -hlxb

lrlﬂnﬂ.l fed them regular]

mwml:mmudm
wished Lo remaln aal
WES b now sound In
chorus,  Cocks, with
throata, could be seen

ir. mates or ind

whe
l.lI. |14

ldlad-uut
ing to|

Iy pn d00

Arctic skuss lrr ved Lo harry
terns mnd 80 kittiwakes ab
Hiarr Gll!] but slx seen over the|
inner Ribbie muarshes selected a
glemn for I.hn.lr attention, and
e peven

E:“ h“pll‘ﬂ ston: Later the

l-OﬂJ'

spotied cn]m are seldom seen,)
but during the autumn

tar-borns, la
what happened to 130 biack-talled

'odwiu n , but B0
bar-tails ¥ did not follow thefr
example.

':l"tll,;I Orst ‘oaver!
Induced o shore-lark

of

away  over

Hagh
i
i
l

Rare visitors

A pair of garganey (or summer|
all, coming % :‘r?m Africa sy
the same u the swallows,
ba described as rarg

=ith both p
-l was aimist mml;yl-bt first
to be batched in
A} Whitsuntide In

b ey |A0d 60 cpmdmun:!.!‘yl
duek _P"m

ere unpel
_vﬁ'l!a & kegerel alighted  bealde

Dfe‘uu! Chitean fAamingoes

which, . hnd
from a g’ﬂmlumm
one of ﬁllllm

Ing o

em,
Ohlur visitore to the Mom were
0. short-eared owly hunting for
mlu at the closs of day Flylny
lnv they were ususally sllent. but
face faor With mn:,u nti

lﬂl tiny pl.llitlh-

3
5

mrev birds with short. stout red

thum
Ir!né .hmu% a l‘lld.e) and

atate  thay|*Fo00E

#een on
ulu g‘fam mud l'l.uu n! lhe Pylde.
Simllar birds (of 1953 mnd otber
+ wm VT, lp‘pml‘h.kblb

which were
wllh 160 tostiess dunllng, hﬁ
distance,

““Decoy .ducks’’
On local

blrda :pinl!ad Lo tuah'

Doeemw lt.ladl: Tolk n.-w-d.
{llemoe ot Lythem, wmh 5
theig 3] L Ly

llﬂﬂlldn.nlwtww

E’i

|was swimming near tho navigs-

tion barmwe.
it fitting that turtle dovew
in the

wa
Twn frll\mlu who bhabitusliy



WINGED VISITORS

oF 1865

Their colour and song
enrich the year

SHELDUCK

HERE 1» & constant
exchange of informa-
tion between the Preston
and the Fylde ornith-
ologists, and I am
lnde ted to the respective

Jones) and their
ates for the sight of
several Epecles and for
the storles of others.

The wind: (of chamge) whleh
blew 1864 out m'ld 1968 in, and|at
nl.url whlr.h
wd o olean

nmipe
from

oystarcel
and  blacl
fiooded - ab Lytham

This caised cbservara Lo pay|hap
more attentlon (o the ahore,
where moat of theis water-blrds
were found together with olher

-}

speac The (Afth yeari le|the notes of A house sparrow.
sandpiper was there and I?.‘ﬁglﬂ 'Ilrl{onrntlm were hard put to|waders
sNowW g:m!m were I'!e-dlul o | food and were
the beach at Falrhave ckumnl.ﬂ: the surfaces of

Bummer visitors nqi On Bt Goorge's Day In' s finek
winler near the coast inclu nlof 400 golden plovera at lemst 80
common sandpiper on & shinglel splend specimena  had | hlsck pogh.m

baok by the Lune and a chif-
chaf! In the resds at Silverdale

Rare in winter

£an
in m tnbﬂwlng ltrum

Ing Marton Moss. 16 was finally
fdentified when it showed & large
white nnu: o'n‘ the rump anda
A vAgTRD N
autumn, It 1s uldnm noen |= Lan-

Up to a0 enllmﬂ doves, durt
at Lytham

cheesa snd porridge ol
Thare were T50 "plnhluv
the Qockerham goose: flelds, but

no lmnucr was found among
Bf.urm-; hit the comst with

ILL: a
!a uu !ls way bm:
border-| T

on|tinued with

By N. HARWOOD

in poparate territuriu whisly to

weire jdentical wit!
previois years.
which

s great

sppearsd near the spot whore 1t

The first April hird of note waas )
grey  ahrlks

but the final

the
of | #hwraabouts of these young birgs

wna not determingd, sxeept thal
weore  [ound wul.h of the
Ribble on Hundred End' marsh,

mml-h:hmh thore were mn 00

was seen In November, 1903, After sdu

nesting site,
Iar n?:‘rm as Pin

High-divers

Hack at Starr Ouls, slx newly-
arrived  Bandwich termn wers
lmiu!aing In h!xh-dl\rln . When|

o shore
I_I.lgﬂ were mnlenle-ﬁ hy herrh:‘

nlui-hauded gulls took  turns
dive- !n¢ n .‘t.e:tr!l nn:
uw Bide, bu {
dislodge It fﬂ:m:l ta
at

Tha old Enster|

faees and under-parts separalsd
from' thelr backs by white bands
orehead

these birds inland
wns natural to go

% mlng

snd Lu t.bu sands at Falrhaven to view

lem and.
11 regalin were

Song in May

For me, May day bogan with

the song of the bisckcap, con-

|?I.I.'ilw wagtails and

Qreenlund wi on the falr-|

| way of & goll course nnd ended
with the plsasurable Freckloton

mnﬁus 20 mﬂ‘n coloured In|

hurricabe force and drove
birds inzshore There were many|
kittiwakes, as well ns several llttle)
|-ull| and Leach's petrels In|
be Bay. and st Heyzham

white, cream,
ya!lnr o chesont And bladk
iery galea brow
shurwnun cloae to ohsorvers bl
|Btarr Gate und ° red-hnul.ad

Unexpected

nexpected visltorm in  the
ahm ol Jittle gulls and common

s
count ' and added
Interesl,

Bf
Lo

WETS B g
wi.nler quarters in Boulh Afriea
At Btarr Gate, common and
Arctic Lerns; tmm Aotith-
wards with their juvenllea, wers
antagonlstic to humans, dogs and
zull.t and made token swoops at
nnr potential enemy, But they
cried In alsrm when they wern
chnsed by two dark sdull Attf.lt

{skums which arrived before the

advent of August.

‘This \ru the lhm ltlcm for
| moma eeka (3
wrtnkllnl ol tlttimk\'.'.l uml |
Inrge Incremss in the nimbers of
At the Plams Cinema, 61
Annes, Lhere s film showing
the rnTnun’.‘uI b!rd.- of snimhmm
‘These cluded =

a live .lpec! OI
t-:nl!ch wis Lo be seen at Silver-

0,

By the really Gloriotus Twelfth
there was |neremsing setivity on
the  Ribble

{14 green-

HEitle stints, spotied | redshanks

and curlew-sandpipers began 1o

&ppear. One of the last-mentioned

had been ringed. which was
n gpocies breods

intriguing az
In Arctie Aain.

Show-plece

l.tm lm Chile flam'ngo
sticeesalon n
(from & nrlnh oullucunn

at
Antwe thu
rg_m‘ tlml It was on

Fylde.

ahore' at eedltl wllh
outs bill
|deseribing  eclrcular sm
| mitd. When |t made short
o L'l nreas I]lf noarlet ?r:ud
pink plumage and produced
n startling picture, 1t way =
show-plece the new Bank

Halld.” weskend,
O [ gull,

year in

Morecam!

;:ut‘na?ou boakﬂ mfl:,n :u an
! undreds

ﬁ?-ltrun(rm ters were found on

the tide-wracks of the Pyide

In the sunshine

was different m early;

Here alao (L woas sssy to see
depth of & diatant mntbi:ll‘- bIII
and [dentify the bird by this
feature,

By the end of the ahooting
season the !oﬂ1 Ganl.dl geese
eed from 23 to 18,

Tesser ahe
wBs ulnl'l ppln chuul. nidern,
nnd I: lu‘tm ‘u shaviour,
ber of tlmel she

;lkad I:ulnnrdu down the
;'unlu. (This smallest off
European dosa nol

woodpeckers
it M but her rnl.lu.lm,
g ll, and the
*gresn” are wel cran Tealdenta)

Marsh ducks

Thanks (o the Hoyal Boclsty
for the Protection of Blrds,

ared |warbler

. {linnnt,

lon to Eilerwater wir
 the|well worth whlh for the eplendld

where It was In the wmpmy nf
150 shelducks.

Ons pamsing wood warbler
srema Lo bo the yearly ration of
this spocles for Bt Annés,

Tt hins 8 richer pl than the
commonar willow warblar but is
usually detected beuuu of Il
stutlering song.

The garden warbler, which
ussd to sing throughout' the
nestin nesT Ansd
a Hmfn( viait to the old site and

Wi gons leaser white-
thml. did pot sppear Lhere but)
wie  falthful o the Naze
Preckleton, where it has besn
summer visitor for the last 16 ;

At Marton Mere the star et |
was & drake gurganey whlch
from time Lo time. wounded !

s?-

ch wern
lines and spots. Here alag, on
day when hot drinka had to be
aken out to players in the
baston Teat malch, & reed
remained umler saver
(while rendering Iis songs.

No gosling
m of Canndn geese hud|

E.f

the Ribble marsties
, redahianks, and oyater-
in the air togeth

and  try! to|
nttention from thelr

neating senson|Hn o
11 mdults but noji r,

|

whoee nearest nes slte s In
'melnm! vislts Lancashire, and in
L'one came to Btaining, It

]otnrd o mixed fock of 300
mulls and was oubstanding
bmnuu o! itz large nnd
wns completely rhltn
um\ fur

where §
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in Buuternhcr, a “rlnnt
with'  thess
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ohart natlve  short-oal
nmnln nenr thelr brudln

fhat
d IL Murton Merr ahout
maey - have been &

Oglr spocies which arrived at
ety sume place snd whone migrs-
tlons are somewhat ohacure, wWire

crake and water-zail. The
hidden among the
those who know Ita calls have ths

Wild geese

A hundred wild geesa
|sotthward aver w:::lm ak

hich were crouching In}
the groas below them,
At Whitsuniids a cock yellow
{wagiall wan seen to ol L]
=g near the Green Drive

two pairs of ths former were
food to thelr neallings

i|com bunt! ellow
jon ngs, ¥

mipa were in the same
1.|I:I'|l:ﬁ\.

if s

o
ficck was  obssrved  there
|Michselmas,  One of the
Canads geepn was shob, aod

remnining 10 were reluctant
n}l ht mnywhere near fhe acen
o
Lo,
ihs latge
Btarr Oate.
that date, bub afier that only
thress,

twm and
LEtome - apxc el 00

Inbler spends moat of s u'm'
reeds, and

orna.
back, and ma
been Enown to

could have been In soma

Face to fece




Birds in the red

Nick Nuttall locks at the
wildlife winners and losers
under years of communism

[ n atempt to save
- one of world's
E, marest birds, the
“ uxismic warbler,
“has  highiighted  growing
International interest in the
bird-life of m:mgr com-

mPnl ?num European
Lhyl
states of the Soviet Union,

Bulgaria, Albania and Hin-
gary are home to 17 threai-
ened Including the

the sociable

the moustached w
the rufous bush robin,
The years of communism
haye been & mixed biessing
for the bird worid. Mﬂmulah
of development has Jeft
some habitats almost une
touched, some species have
been hit hard by the use of
old-fashioned pesticides, the
d of marnth and wet-
land and the use of national
arks and areas of outstand-

ty
atherin information
Lum tLy were  denied
sccess o internatonal re-
search and conferences,

Examples of “winners" and

touched by industrial devel-

inlh the most help is Albania,
still ‘one of Europe’s most
closed  societies.  Relatively
little i3 known sboul the
country's bird-life.

Nicola Crockford, an ex-
pert with the Joint Nature
Conservation Committes in
Peterborough, and Bill Suth-

"losers” in the bird world of  opment and pollution. erland of the University of
Eastern Europe are the white Interest in  bird-life Is Esst Anglis, who visited
stork, which has a population galning ground in the east, Albania eariler this year in
of 30,000 in Poland, com- among the young, one of the first visits by g wes-
pared with just 600 palrs in with help trum‘lzgcm tern omithologist, found e
the former West Germsny, The main challenge for disturbing shuation.
and the slender-billed curlew, western  bird  protaction For cuample, Albania’s
which bresds in the Soviet groups s to help their only professionnl omitholo-
Union, and is down In num- counterpars  in  Eastern  gist has retired from his ru!(
bers to just a few hundred, E; assess habliats and  at the counlry's only univer-
The attempt 10 save the numl while lending sity, in Tirana, and moved 10
Bquatic wnrglcr Is being experience in winning the Greece.
made by Polish pport of gov- In additlon, although laws
1cﬂulrirrli:ll?':;ug%m. emmcnul anrll pnéteumzl;ds such as the
p from supranational’  endan PYEMY  cormo-
the Royal Soci Proposals bodies such a5 sant and Daimatisn pelican
ﬂ)" Oor the Fro- Ufopean om untin, an nest
mc:llm:hnl lBlrlis have been tS:nmmiss on, gem:mion. !ge reality can
an e Inter- ome  govern- very different.
gluimiml Cg!il:& draﬁed to :flhmenul.hpnnhu- r(ll:ig}:::ovak IE:‘:calemim
or H ose that w 32 pelian nests
Preservation in cut pOIllIU.OD have applied for  in the important Karavastas
Britain. The associste mem-  lagoon area found only seven
aim is to gather bership of the eggs that had hatched. The
accurate information-on the EC, seem keen 10 link eco-  others, Ms Crockford said,
numbers and habitat of the nomicand environmentalre-  had cither: been pricked by
bird, u migmiory visitor 1o forms with western-style con-  local fishermen or were ster-
Britain whose numbers have  servation messures. ile, possibly because of pesti-
fallen sharply to 2,000 Kevin Standring, senior cide poisoning.
pairs. officer at the Mr Standring said -that
The relative poverty of the RSPB, said that in' Polund, desplte growing popular sup-
people and economies in the  for example, proposals have port for conservation, experts
cest have meant that bird  been drafted 1o regulate tour-  recognised that in many parts
conservation has never be-  ism, reduce pollution, halt of Eastern Europe, balancing

come very popular. Never
theless, some areas includin
mountains, coastlines

-anclent woodlands are un-

land-drainage schemes and
back low-intensity agriculture
in important bird areas

The country possibly _:P_ed-

bird preservation: with the
livelihoods of poor rural
communities is likely to be an
uphill struggle.

hen a breeding col-

ony of 30,000 birds
s fails 10 produce 2
single chick something is
wrong. Some people will argue
aboul thai: they claim that in
fact one chick, one soli
bind, was successfully

are looking at disaster.
, This was the case in the
summer of 1990, and it hap-
nol in barbarous abroad
L in this couniry. The bird
in question was the Arctic
tern: the place Shetland. Nor
was this a one-off: it was part
of a steeply accelerating de-
cline thal had been going on
since the early 1980s. - -
The Arclic tem is, perhaps,
the greatest hero in world
birds. Certainly, Arctic terns
see more daylight than any
other living creatune:
spend summer in the far nort
and winter down in the Ani-
arctic. They are polar circum-
navigalors: brave little wisps
of white fult;lm I!ilal sg
year conquer the entire 5
The Shetland breeding colo-
nies — and there are hundred:

ban

'Feather report

saves the

tern

But no malter who is right, we

Group fishing from July on-
wards. The idea was to give
the group a chance 1o grow
and breed. The result? When
fishing resumed catches were
still low, the terns still failed.
The same thing was tried in
1990. Catches were stil} low.
The terns still failed.

. So this year sand eel fishing
was suspended completely,
Omithologists were not dispos-
ed to predict instant results,
but they were wrong. There
Wwas an enosmous tumn-around.
For the first time in ecight
summers the terns had a suc-
cessful breeding season, Thou-
sands of chicks were fledged.
The walers dround Sheiland
swarmed with some of the
world"s most glorious birds.

&
7
; &

0 one will stick Ris

neck out shout next

year. Bul, unquestion-
ably, the fishing ban helped;
:qrr the RSFB and aiher
organisations are lobbying for
a further year of complete
suspension of fishing. That
will allow both terns and sand
cels to achieve a more robust

. Jacae = 3

Hero of the global seas: at last the Arctic torn ls breeding again
clusively that the Arctic terns’ - larvae, A further passibility is
failure was connecled with the  achange in the ocean currents,

shortage of their main food:  One certainty is that the
i ingly clusive sand long-term interésts of the fish-

of them — are a vital pari of
the world  population. The,
islands. and the waters round
them, are of global importance
for the Arclic tern. |,

What birds they are: con-
sumalely aerial. white swal-
lows the sea, fork-isiled
with swepi-back wings, and a
fearless ability (o plunge from
40l inlo \he waves afler their

; fish. And it is fish that
myc.hnen the lem: rather
unaitractive fish called the
sand ecl,

This is not e fish that
humans eal bul an “indus-
trial™ fish that humans caich
in huge numbers: the fish are
crushed, the oil is cxtracted,
the rest fed to salmon in fish
I.‘n:]:. Sand I;.:I' have !;efl:
caught in  huge num

nd Shetland. ~

aroul
In 1984 it was first noticed
that Arctic tems had had &

very poor breeding sesson.
Anotherbudyurlalm.a

three-ycar study proved con-

population, with a betler
chance of a long-term future.
Good news for fishermen,
good news for terns. '

There is no solid evidence,
and if we hang around waiting
for it we will probably lose the
terns and the sand eels to-
gether. The move on the side
of caution, with the banning of
fishing for e further year,
could not fail to help both.

So we have, for once, a
conservation slory with a
heppy ending — except that
there is never an ending in
conservalion: only a hope of
continuily. This is because the
only ending is extinction.

SIMON BARNES
® What's about: Hirdes ~
wartch i lergr narisediers of wilid
Kevae arriving  from the suh

the increasingly
eel. Adult birds could survive: ing industry and the Arciic
lerns come down to a siuflc

lhvoung starved to death. v
eanwhile, the fishing flest  matter: a susiainable popula-
ected,  tion of sand ecls.

calches were also f
falling from 56,000 tons in  The fishing industry, from
1982, Simple en to blame July onwards, depends almosi
the fishing industry for enurely on what are called O
previous over-fishing. Group sand ecls. These are
Alas, nothing is ever quite youngsiers crealures that
that simple, Another possible  have never bred, In 1989 the
reason for the sand eel decline Scottish office of the agn-
culture and Ffsheries depari-

is the incresse in pumbers of
‘herring. which eat sand eel ment stepped in and banned O

I FUNNY YOU SHOULD ASK

YOUR questions on country matters — from
the reasons for this year's abundance of
blossom to the perennial problem of keeping
squirrels out of the garden — are already
arriving end will be published on these pages

- soon. Your answers will appear in subsequent AR 1 S the WO ke,
weeks, Please send queries 1o Out of Town, Ditechirs = Mg ool
Weekend Ti » The Times, 1 P ;u:: I\ nixht Ll‘:(‘ r(:m 'L;!'l;lﬁ’;

N g &y
Street, London E1 9XN. Leven, Tuyside,  Details from

Birdline. 0398 700322,

MORE surprises were ex-
after the peak auturan

we er — |t
was also a first for the whole
of Europe. i )
nate Sspest 1 fhie Lol

4 nationa

Although #t was found on
November 16, its identity was
oot confirmed until next day.
The news spread fast, but
there waz not e ay-
light left for more distant

watchers to get there.
he Mugimaki nests in
eastern Siberia, Mongolia and
no| China, Hum-
berside visitor was an Imma-
ture male, with dark grey
wii, bebind the sye and uf
] at
the eldes of the tall base, and
flsme-orange breast contrast-
with a white belly.

1 is thus quite different
from other flycatchers, The
mvbl?’n n‘:t" k‘;hn lhin Mugi-
mald tured in most
identification books — of the
range wtu-blehnnly Birds of

which Is not widely

1t fook 2 while fos e
3 aw
what it Abw?m peop! _u?t

was, e
saw the bird finally and
counted themsalvas very

Bss

RDS/ Brian Unwin

ioneer flies in
from Far East

~of many specles’ whic
: :nlrl.:l.hﬂ:t Asln. Others have

lucky. Hundreds more
ved on November 18 but
were disappointed — it had
disap; overnight.
Naturally, there was much
frustration over missing what
would seem to be a once-in-a-
:.u‘et onbtwli Hot:;:er. there
s reagon to hope that we may
not h:‘%o walt long hefore

maore i
The Mugimaki.ls or 'on’e
-east l‘:d

Al 4 bncomma uubélnhed
@r pitumn
e mln J wanderers

One of them is the Pallas's
warbler. Forty years ago it
was as much a stranger as the
Mu kiis now—a sighting
in Northumberland, in Octo-
ber 1951, was only the second
ever and the first this century.

Since the 1960s, however,
Pallns's warblers have been
seen g0 often they are mo
longer classed as rarities. In
the peak year, 1982, 123 were
recorded and over the past
two months around 4 ve
been seen. Obviously the
number of sightings has been
bolstered by the growing Po|
u!gtyd-of 3“?’“{:”“; F:;
o ecades, but there is a
chance that history” will be
repeated and this other de-
lightful creature of the Orient

become more fam|!lar.

A host of other exotic long-
distance mlof.m. from the
same part of the world haye
yet to reach us — Siberian ac.
centor, lredr-ltrnked and
narcissus flycatchers and
black-facéd, meadow and
chestnut buntings to name

but a few. ;
We have xperienced such
; arrivals from the
"ar East this autimn it s just
possible that we could see
some other total newcomer,

such as the ntor or one of
the buntings,
cltimwinter, e ed

GREEN AND
ROUGH LAND

Incidently, some papers from the
Department of the Environment
dropped on my desk
uses for the
farming
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. Feather report N t i h r
- atlure navens
Right choughe | flif
: his was a moment of always vulnersble to sudden traditionally : bcl‘crgl.hn o :
I . t delight. That little change. Much of the choughs’ Iast war, this effectively S T
m of black traditional rangs has under- recreates the chough habitat By DAVID CRAGQ
birds a few hu s pgone the intemsification of  Others feel this would be  ———
from me did not say as1 agriculture mnd the switch promsture, and that not ] S
Instead they sald away from pestoral (o arable enough suitable habitat has BIRD-lovers were today celebrating a massive
. They were not farming. boen created yet. Choughs increase of the st nature reserva In
Jackdaws, andin iheend, Tgot  Choughs sre mainly clif- need to succeed in good England and Wales on the Ribble marshes,
close enough to see them  nesters, coestal birds who feed numbers if they are 1o sucosed The' Ribble o s
clearly, and confirm my bymmapamﬂomnchﬂ' at all. Their social life is fit hdm:.mm“ tonal Reserve
hopes. They had t red  tops. hgomlly,mghhud Mwmﬂn?ﬁe;mi:: . orea 3
legs, and wonderful 1red, hasbeen heathiznd and rough  noisy birds ] 1t doubles fn aixs, Uider ite m
curving beaks. Not j ws, gresmland, all of it used s flock. A half-hearted schome &mlm“ 10,160 seras. "'n“‘ ing
but choughs. land on n regulsr, if would be expensive and .

1 was on anislund off the haphazard basis, useless, - The changes were boing celebratsd by staff
west coast of Ireland, one of by the local community. Now There are also hopes of from English Na : ra of the site, at
the last strongholds of the the farmland is all cauli- camying out a full census. thelr office at Old Hollow, . near Southport,
cho No doubt the name flowers and other arable croj There aro reckoned to be presant will be Prof Janet Kear, council
originally rhymu;l!rd:illi which are useleas for che around 3:)0 pairs i;mth‘: member of EN and a dirsctor of centres
Slough, because the s country, a further 8( B
heard, do not chuff, but chow. ddly enough, the re- htlll‘!.zlnd more in Brittany. | mmm r‘lat:

They are handsome devils, ees AU HE on Accuraiz figures are vital for Wil Williams, reglonal of.
and they fly wondrously well. the fale of Man, Iri the 890d conservation. NATURE NOTE ficer of IN.

R by 0 O e A i o vy
, and as | watc] y i 5 4 (] i a
they. e il on e choupide tha mining a3y 104 ove mosout | Flight that's less of a drag s i S o s
slopes of a wity green moun- ustries of That : ' Duchy of Lancastar L
ain, a slope inhabited only by m w5 M i further n N FINE I N L RESS o
sheep with two short legsand g ik maw reasery Bous
two long ones. gl Then dariss will stretch betwean

ol ot ‘Wi nd decined 35 o the 10w e ponat
deal more widespread, S Erem e » mary
probably a great. deal more e mﬂuﬂl.‘u
numerous, They sre pant of to mm“' an
Cornish tradition ~ some old Hoskoth Bank . . :
books even call‘them “Cor- 1t will oontinue (o be
nish chough™. But they nre English Na-
extinet in Comnwall, as they ture 3.1 sory body to
are in many other paris of the- Government on oanser.
their former 1 vation matiars, .

Choughs, like jackdaws, are 8ince first w‘&
members of the crow family. [ resarve p -
Odd 1o talk sbout dwindling ! mh 2,000, trom
numbers of crows, when other In nddition the area s a
members of that family seem nesting aite for tarns,
more  than ever with - us: and & number clon of
magpie, carrion crow and whdars, red-
‘inclullw. Bulchcm.l;lhckl!w Isum:grr.b in.

fini &n — i ke
of these birds. 5 h;hhmml 1 m.h'r'-'-

_Jackdaws, magpies and car- sorve, which 18 sxpoctsd to
rion crows eat almost any- mmm.m
thing They are equipped with wildfow] this wintsr
a stout, general-purpose bill, { alona,: _
and are; by nature, greal | | bﬁnu-“ 4 hnlm: Lam-
improvisers. Bui the cimqgh, 5 e ;hm“ o
g.}:u:::dﬁu{uﬂgmm lz part hmh h:'m'm 'of mild

curved beak, is & specia winlars we have enjoyed In
ist, as its beak is designed for recant year.
-| digging into the earth to find
inverticbrates. }

That means that it cannot
abide 8 frost. When the av-
erage lemperature drops be-
low 4C, a chough cannot
a living, because it cannot dij

Thai restricts it 1o the Gulf
Stream coast: Ireland and the
wesl coast of Wales, Scotland
and, in theory, southwest

m‘-', that specialise arc  On the way back? The chough appears to be holding its own

Blrdwatch Bil Teale

Nutcracker ‘spotted in Huddersfield’

IRDWATCHERE in the
region should be on the
[lookout for nutcrackers,
This eastsrn bird
has been seen large
numbers' In Holland last
month and one was almost certainly
uonkln a Huddersfield garden lasi
week. 2
The nutcracker iaa w-sized
bird of a dark brown \specklad
white with unced white under
“the tafl, It favours parks and
ns, near woodiand.
The last influx into Britsin of this
bird was in 1868 when 300 were seen
in the country, 10 of which were seen
in Yorkshire.

A desert warbler, which has

B A Nutcracker
Saration from The Hamiyn Guide 10 Birds of Briain and
Ewope

attracted hundreds of birdwatchers,
was #ean at Flamborough Hoad up
until this week, while a
rustic hunting was seen at Easington
until Monday.

A dusky warbler was nlso seen st
Flamboro and a firecrest was
reported at East Newton near Ald-
borough, Humbaerside.

A spall of northerly winds bru:::m
1ittle auks to the enst coast ngain with
up to 40 seen off Flamborough and
Hornsea marning,

At Binckloft Sands a hen harrier, a

falcon and two maertin have
seen,

Three short eared owls have also
been seen and & barn owl is vistble all

T o]

dlyﬂcm&mnhkieumlnlw
X

At Tive short eared owls are
an visw two Richards




Chinks appear in the Italian walls of indifference

ust how much hutlerin; at
Jthewnl Is of indifference
can you take? Is action for
conservation effective only as
an antidote to despair? It must
hlvcteemedlihthhmlpm;
last in Chllbnq.
ammnl slaughter of:
coniinued as ever, n]!
uteeirumnl'nnnmlmuu.
Some of ‘these were, of
course, birds on their way to
Britgin, One of the main

culture that expresses itself by
inedible lmdl out of
the sk -

tionists, But what good has it
done? On one day in 1990,
two. cars belonging to
conservationists - were * dam-
:ﬁd poachers. The day

r, four volunteers were set
on by 20 poachers, And a
couple of woeks after thal, &
forest guand was shot in the
chest and seriously injured, 1t

secms hopeless.

This is relevant to us all, for
the parochidl reason that some
of ibe birds should have flowvn
on to breed in this country,
and. for the reason that

Feather report

conservation in all its forms is
& global, rather than a paro-
chial issue. The migration
corridors of the Mediterm-
ncan are, like Britain's pol-
luted estuaries, of wvast
intemational importance.
OI' course, il is tempting to
the xenophobic  ap-
rmu:h But in fact, |8 million
voied for greater
restrictions on hunting in o
1990 referendum: The hunt-

Feather report

Stout party rty after b1rds

lir lwe, Iml l've gong
bnd;uﬂ:ro‘uinneu.
1 have juu taken part in the
International  Bird
Race in Malaysia a3 a member
of the Guinness Anchor Bar-
team, sponsored by
Malaysia’s leading brewer,
And mm! & preity lllll{.‘k
team, say it mysel
The race was ised 1o
raise money for a brave ven-
ture, the Kuala Selangor Na-
ture Park, an hour's drive
from the capital, Kiala Lum-
pur. Various corporats spon-
sors took on eight teams and
then turmed us loose.
The idea is to identify as
many different species of bird
ble in 24 hours. You
around the state of
ticking birds like
t is bt once & frivolous
m of nonsense, a serious
test of birding skills, and »

neat siunt for raising publicity’

andlolly, '/ -

The money is needed to
keep the going: it is the
first time in the country that &
state government has collabo-
rated with a non-government

organisation,  the Mlilysi.l.n Ca

Nllure Sudety to think
that the park was going 1o be a
golf course, Bul:the coastal
engineer, Muhammad Akhir,
had a' Damascus Road experi-
ence when he was taken to the
area of mangrove, secondary
forest and vast tidal mudﬂll.
“I'm a Malaysian, but I never
knew there were so many
birds, Suddenly 1 was &
committed bird-watcher,” he
said. The result was this joint
venture: a cracking park,

Malaysia is anxious to pro-
mote the country as a venue
for the increasingly popular
nolion of green tourism. Why
not? There are some wonder-
ful birds to sce here. 1 know: |
saw 91 of them in 24 hours.

The pecret of bird-racing is
to. visil as many different
habitats sz possible, and to
pick up all lhe common birds.
Rarities are a bonus. Positive
identification by call s
permmed that neglecied ude
of b is hugely
in bird-mcing.

1 fancy myself on call, but
not on Malaysian call, With 24
hours to get my eye and ear in,
1 knew | would have 1o rely on
leam-maies. | was lucky in
these: two Americans and an
Austrian, all good birders who
know their Aslan birds. The
opposition incllldﬁd an all-
Japanese 1eam, » Hong Kong
team, two birders from The

marine pollution from San
Francisco, as well 25 2 number
of local teams.

The race was declared open
at. 7pm, and the mighty
Guinness team spent the next
six hours owling. Owling is &
very esoleric pursuil.  We
climbed high into montane
forest, and strained ears:
" “Wha?"' “And
again!" “Can't hear a thing."

Every fiog sounds like a
bird, and whining insects fill
the foreground. Most of the
birds sound like fi We had
three birds 1o show for all this:
great fun, but slow going.

At dawn we were back in the
hills, fighting dreadful light
and the frustrations of wood-
Iand birding: “There! In the
tree! The one with the leaves!™
You cannol count & bird
unless three people have seen
or heard it, and everyone is
agreed on the disgnosis.

S kwl)r. as thc light im-
n o

n: more hu vily. We
were beginning to work as a
team. And then we were away,
A stop ‘sl n tourist site, Batu
ve, gave us half 8 dozen
basic town birds in s many
minutes. An industrial waste-
land studded with pools gave
us eight more. We charged
through a section of ruined
rainforest, and coincided with
two mixed bird parties; ah, the
birds of rainforest, glittering
enigmatic jewels in the can-
opy. Blue-crowned hanging
parrot, chestnul breasiod

malkoha, Asian fairy blucbird,

But time'was running out:
onward, onward. We drove on
to the scashore, and suddenly
1 was pulling my weight. All
the birds were as familiar to
me ms imrmw& redshank,

xng lobby nbstained from vol-
ing at all, so there were not
enough volers to make the
referendum binding on gov-
ernment.

Also, thers are the

The final results of this and LLPU hnmwd mmd-
erably. Ahdthllll
Britein — budlltudmwad
these things take tme. And cally,

spring's migration have just
been collaled in

whmﬂwylhnwhnbuﬂlu:t
ways been the problem, This

ted [ulmn conservationists of
LIPU — 'the Lega lipliana
Protexione Uccelli, or il you
Ercrcr. the Talian league for

rolection, This is an
organisalion growing in size
and influence every year,

the enforcement authori-
m d their p

increased ils own presence,
and asdded more transport
Communication between the
varicus enforcement agencies

er of

Magical autumnglil gﬂ‘mg '

WE LOOK set for one of the

mo;:d meﬁgmhle lug.ljmnl g
peak migrat

sctivity still to come, bird

nearly

« watchers :.re already

punch-drun!
The mmmer 8 reported
population r_xplosmn of lem-
g3;1n the Arctic led'to a

sand-
plper curlew We hil our
target for respectability, which
was 70, and drove for a final
ﬂnum!l around Selangor park.

There we picked up five
different kingfishers, inciud-
ing the go us stork-billed
kingfisher, To my delight
picked up s couple of birds by
call, including the lovely dark-
necked tailor-bird.

Five minutes before dead-
line, we were back at park
hesdquartiers. We turmed our
cyes (o the radio mast that
towers outside the park: there,
perched near the top snd
counling us in, was the
magnificent  while-breasted
sen eagle, That was 91, and
thanks very much.

The Guinness4eam finished
third and was well-pleased.
The money mised will keep
the park ming:lnol.her yeoar. [
hope Kuzla Selangor Nature
Park is the firsi of many great
conservalion joint veniures in
Malaysia: there is so much
there to conserve.

SIMON BARNES

® What's aboat: Birders — ook
for odd irds tuniting wp in 1t
Mocks: tree crevper.  gpolderest,
chiffe ﬂ' Twitchers — Amneri-

cit um- near Milton

Keyhes, Bw tshire: greal
grey shrike in South Nerwood,
south  Lohdon, Details  from

Birdiine. DSOS 700222,

Netherlands, and sn expert on  Malayslan polat-scorer: the attractive stork-bllled kingfisher

ding for
hiﬂls which feed on these
rodents. One outcome was
that in the first week of Sep-

: tember llrrcr than usual

| numbers of

ong-tailed shuas

| were migrating from Polar

ons o spend the winter

: ranging over the South

Narmui they would have
B: tain. to. the west,

ta gnle swept a lol of them
into the North Sea, and from

the Sth they fowed along-
- eastern coasts, leaving even

the most seasonad sea-watch.
ers dumbfounded,

On the 6th, counts of 170 off
Flambarou, I»{cad‘ Huml|
side, and 1 Cullercoals,
North Tynende. were

NE po myth
that still sooms to

be allve In that the
bird, The goldcresi
holds that disjisction.
The wren can, however,
boast u dilpro rtlon-
nlely lomg scientiflc
nBame.

This s Troglod m
troglodyles;

paint that

secloded life, That
inhed

wren is our smallest -|{f

cave-dweller, The wrea i not a u\ra-d“lhr
but it Is often overlooked that n trc[lodyl.e
haz alsa come (o mesn someone who Hves s

wren, which Is most al home in dense cover,
rows, shrubberies und wooden coun-
try where there Is thick undergrowih.

BIRDS :
Brian Unwin

returned, to be bettered on-
Iyby 255 off Whitbumn, South
, on the Tth, proba-

b ever
s@inlnldﬂyin

mavements
of these acsfn.l seabirds
confinued to be reported
around northern Britain

S
winter visitors to tain,
including thres cm I.In Clave-
land/ Yo st and one
on South Uist in the Outer
Hebrides.

Cmnadcnully there has

been a succession of
mnﬂmhbﬂ_n

Dresence ‘on
tha sscond
crane seen in Britain,

As it a White'
thrugh' m&m wn:
found Brora

The:e [l 3hﬂnu reflect
ts to

Buuln from the north
and west, but we h-u |Iw
experi rare sea birds
far to the south.
Most u?ulltlndinig were

ﬁatrell off rllu-%uron h
nn Ba leube&-‘

Cork on the '.|'¥tl| lnd a
Bulwer's petrel ﬁ
Humberside, on :
If ever we uudml a
remimier that Britain is =
to migrant

birds, I
has come in the ea weeh
olthilmuhble:ﬂgmu.

..... et

deseribes the

Unlike many birds,
Wrens are h. ¥
,llmtl n ancjoned

ir Z i
insoets, they’ l'r%:’
eld" walls- snd . alip




Feather report

Songsters on
the record

WHAT does a birder want for.
Christmas? I would recom-
mend a new sense, myself.
There 1 was on the station
platform in the moming
rush, the train cancelled, the
following ' train late and
grumgy commuters all
around,

And the moming was lit up

asudden shaft of song: the

earest, brightest song in
Britain, Wilder than black-
bird, more, melodious than
song thrush, this sudden,
piercin? shaft of spring ban-
ished for & second all my
sutumnal sulkingss:

Thaough spring is the big
time for song, mistle thrush
can  maintain & 1erritory
throughout the winter, and
they defend it in the time-
honoured fashion: with wild
bursts of song.

As regular readers of this
column will know, | am a
fearless proselyiiser of the
delights of birdsong; the
grut undiscovered country of

irdjnla‘ The best way 10 get a
toehol inmfthislan isin :;::
company of an exper: the
second best s a oor. tape.

Ken Jackson has just pro-
duced & followup 10 his

Rare ga

FOREST fences put up to
protect trees from young
deer are proving fatal for one

of Britain's most und:ﬂgred
birds. The capercaillis, n
turkey-sized gamebird which
has slready become extingt
in Brilain onos, frequently
crashes inlo fences round
Scottish pine forests and is

Abemnethy reserve in the
Highlands that deer fences
were deadlier than foxes,
pine martens, pesticides,
food shortages or any of the
e:plu Ihr'.;peruiuhm

n s
drop in numbers. The col-
lisions weré also the prin-

undergoing snother womry-
decline, i

Beginning: Birdsong tape;
thif one  called, fngjm’.!#v
enough, Continuing Bind-
song. The first introduces the
neophyie by easy stages 1o a
dozen of the commonest birds
in the garden; this new tape
travels a little further.

We have swallows and
swifts, the haunting delights
of curiew, and five minutes of
the nightingale, the best sing-
er of them all.

Onee you have got the hang
of the commonest songs, the
world opens up and you
become attuned to the entire
vocabulary of birds. Song
proclaims territory, call is for
a thousand other things:
alarm and contact among
them. And there are so many
species to léeam,

The answer is All the Bird
Songs of Britain and Europe;
the second edition has jisst
been put wogether. You can
get this on CD, with 396
species, or on cassette with
420 species. It is worth buy-
ing m CD player just for the
clarity and Instant access.

There are also “atmo-
sphere” recordings on CD.
Eating Christimas lunch to
the -sound of nightingales

nnother (hreatened

game-
bird, the black grouse, and
the society has decided 1o
remove internal fences from

forests in the reserve,

Yesterday it said that its
findings were in line with
similar research from the

The capercalllie: extinct
once before in Britain

§

s gl
Christmas cheer: the mistle thrush banishes winter gloom

wuould add a forward-looking
touch to a winter feast.

Some birders get the Bird-
walchers Year Book every
Christmas. This is a 320-
g:g: publication that has

called “the birder's
Whittaker's*. It containg
county, national and intema-
tional contacts, log charts,
tide tables, relevant sunrise
and sunset times, where to go
and when for what birds, a
diary and, of course, a British
bird list. .

My favourite bird book of
the r iz A Complete
Checklist of the Birds of the
Waorld, 1t is simply a list. and
it goes on and on: more than
9,200 species.

Every page is a [ascinntion
and 8 dr.llg L: from the first
bird (ostrich; seen that) (o the
last (thick-billed raven — 1
must go to Ethiopin to see

Institute of Termestrial Ecol-
ogy in Deeside, However,
Peter Mayhew, lhcrwnim
reserves manager for o

Scotland, said that the rea-
sons for the bird's decline
were many and complex.
“The fence problem is just
one,” be said. YOur rescarch
will continug until a solution
is found, We cannot let the
?lmhnipumﬂ.k' vanish  from

The size of the bird’s
population in Scotland is
unknown, Mr Mayhew said.
“Numbers have been falling
for years and the species has
entimiy vanished in some

Red Data Birds in Britain,
the handbook of endangered

species, cstimates the
capercaillie’s Scottish

that), It enthralls. So many,
such diversity, your mind
bosgll_la’d by the wonder of it
all, This book is one of the
jreatest celebrations of life 1

ve ever opened. Let us hope
the list goss on and on
{orever.

@ Beginning Birdsong and Con-
tinuing Birdsong from Sounds
Natural, Upper End, Fulbrook,
Oxford, OX13 4BX; £6 each Inc.
plp. Al the Bird Sm&oﬂlﬁlﬂn
and Europe from Wildsounds,
PO Box 309, West Byflest, Surray,
KT14 7YA: CDs (49.95, cameltes
£20.95, Ine. pOp, Nocturne with
Nightingales and Birds Awaken-
ing £12.99 'inc pr. Bird-
waicher's Yearbook [from
Buckingham Prews, 25 Manor
Park, Mald" Moreton, Bucks,
MEIS 10X; E10.50 inc. A
Complete Checklist of the Birds of
the World Richard Howand
and Alick Moore, lished by
Academic Pregy, £22.50.

mebird falls at forest fence

By MiCHAEL MCCARTHY, ENVIRONMENT OORRESPONDENT
cipal cause of, death of

population between 1,000
and 2,000

the mid-18th century, when
it were wiped out by hunting.
It was reintroduced into

{ riin g bkt
THE storm th:l"lm-
batiering parts of Britain
brought with it good news for
thousands of amateur orn-

ithologists — and bad news * sound

for their employers, who

may find a mysterious in- .

“in days lost 1o

Throughout the lar
the Isles of Scilly to

front'+-:

I1] wind blows in twitcher’s ‘disease’

eral misery of life in what
used 10 be callad the Soviet
Union, most of the feathered
vagrants are from that trou-
bled land. Others come from
Romenia, Bulgaris, Imn or
Irag.

Inn Dawson, of the Royal
for the Protection of
Birds, says that the “jewel in

: D while the more organised the crown™ for any twitcher
Loch lubhair, ncar Crifn-  piyy their holidays to co- 18 the Deseri Warbler, which
larich, rare birds arc landi incide with the storm season.  can be seen at Flamborough,
"ﬂw pociecsy aad peopis 'l Perhapa reflecting the gen-  on Humberside's North Sea

and render their lemporary
domiciles even Jess restful.
It can be no fun being a
‘Pied-billed Grebe or a Sorn
Rail, a secretive marsh bird
with only 12 sightings re-
corded in the UK over the
past 150 years. One minute,
you arc a young bird enjoy-
ing a comfortable existence
in North America and the
next, whoosh: you hit a
150mph air current and end

Doseit Warbler

i

ificent birds of prey.
my. supporters of

the socicty dellivered 55,000
ds to the EC envi
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Birdsong in
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will fight 1o the death. But
m vast majority of phys-

the wesker
mumd&y.
1 sutumn, robins will take
other
but also small

i

robins,
song-

® The bufFbreasted sandpiper,.
mmbiggédmaﬁ"d

ampshire yesterday. B
Jas e, 100 hrgtoirs
walling on Pennington’ marshes
with their cameras, videos.: sound
recording equipment and. binocu-
lars to record its every move, Ever

way
ted amid much excitement t '
- weré’

were 1he
excilement was almost I'a!gibk
{{ a

tually, the rare species
e Species came im0

-.. When down flap
;parmmwk and, in a
Jeathers, ate it, i

i




" The race is on to clock up 500 spec1es of Br1t1sh b1rd A bemused Colin Dunne follows breathlessly

1 this time of year, thcy are
on the move all over
Britain. Flocks of them,

gathering in their masses, swooping
to distant islands and windswept
rocks, oblivious to all danger,
blindly driven by the mysterious
sweeping tlides of nature. No, not
birds. These are twilchers, the bird-
watchers who follow the birds in
their own massive migration.Now
the twitchers are all of a-flutter.
For onc thing, October is peak-
viewing time, when twitchers dare
not leave the telephone for news of a
rare sighting. But that is not all.
Other forces are at work too. This
month, for the first time, a list of the
top 1iwilchers' ratings is being
published, which means that the

. casual compelition between them is

: now recorded with all the formality

of a (ootball league table. Add to
that the knowledge that one of the

* front-runners will become the first

in twitching history to record seeing
500 different species, and you may
understand the excitement.

Once every few years, this eso-
teric pursuit finds its way on to the
news pages, like the recent dash to
see the sandhill crane in the
Shetlands, which confirms the rest

* of the population in the 6pinion that

twitchers are all irretrievably potty.
Seeing a beautiful bird is one

. thing. but what is this hysteria
' which drives people o hurtle here

and there, driving long hours,
chartcring planes, hiring boats,
spending lifetimes and small for-
luncs, to tick off a name on a list? It
requircs a soul-fell love of nature,
combined with the feverish urge of

| the collector.

Every day of the year, Lee Evans
is out birding. Even when there isn’t
a unique bird on view, he'll still be
on the road to catch a glimpse of one
ol the less rare species. With his
streaked hair and gold-cross eamng
this 30-y Id manisas p
ordlnary as you could wlsh until he
begins to lalk about his obsession
{his word). This is 2 man who has
measured out his life in fan-tailed
warblers and brown shrikes.

Driving down 1o Chichester to see
a pectoral sandpiper, he told me
with some pride of the sacrifices he
has made for his hobby. There was
the harlequin duck which wrecked
his marriage. Evans was all ready
for his wife’s sister’s birthday when
it wmed up on Shetland, so
naturally he had to go. He got back
tn time for a friends’ parly but then
a Brunwich's guillemot appeared on
Shetland, so back he went again. It
was too much. His wife didn’t
actually cite the duck and the

: guillemot in the divorce but it did

make a tabloid headline: “Birder's
Wife Has Flown".

Another obscure duck cost him
an eye. Speeding up to Lincolnshire,
he was in a road crash ~ he's had
cleven while on bird dashes — which
left him with metal rods in his head,
and a glass eye. But a( least he got to
sce the duck later.

Twitching is a relatively new
pastime, Only a handful of people
bothered with it before the Seven-
ties, when it suddenly began (o catch
on, Whal spread it 10 a wider public
was the introduction in 1987 of
Birdline, the telephone service
which, 24 hours a day, gives an
updaled list of what can be scen, and

HBS'!'[HG season for rooks |s etill
lhud h!ttg::jl runl

A time for twitches
and nervous ticks

where. [t allows witchers to dial
and dash.

Evans gave Lhe hobby wider
attention by publishing the list of
the top twitchers, first in his
magazine for the UK400 club, for
those who have seen over 400
species, and later in the monthly
Birding World. There are now about
a million people with a general
interest in birds, 20,000 kecn enthu-
siasts, perhaps 3,500 fanatics, and
250 who have passed the 400 figure.

Among these you find the ones
who qualify for birding's highest
accolade: maniac. They have their
own vocabulary: birder, for some-
one who simply likes to see rare
birds; twitcher for who

agerial job, but more than that one
cannot say: Johns is the Garbo of
birding. Chris Heard is five behind
with 481; Steve Whitehouse, one
bird behind Heard; and on his heels
Steve Webb. Only ten birds separate
the top five. Who will be the first o
what they call the “magic 500™?
Only 550 specics have been re-
corded in Britain, however, and the
front runners can expect to get only
two or three new sightings a year.

or all the iniense v nlry, the
truthfut of the sigh
is taken on trust. Twitchers

share their information via Bird-
line: aﬂcr that, it is a matter of
the willingness to

only wants {o se¢ “a tick”, one he’s
never seen before, which can be
ticked off his list; a twilch is the
response to the arrival of a rare bird,
and witchable describes one that is
accessible; lifelist is the total of ticks
in a lifetime.

They speak the names of the top
bird-men much as cricket fans talk
about Viv Richards and Graham
Gooch. Ron Johns, the Bradman of
birds, with a lifelist of 486, tops the
list. He is in his fifies, lives in
Staines, with a Gas Board man-

lavish time and money on gelting
there, and luck. When they fall into
their cars at four in the morning, on
the whisper of a chance sighting
hundreds of miles away, they know
that they may arrive hours later to
find a new piquancy in that old
cliché, the bird has flown. Often it
has donc just that. They relate
stories of their near-misses with as
much passion as their successes, as
though to emphasise the risky
nature of the enterprise. When news
came of the crane in Shetland and a

run'm i the
wuudn.lhevﬂndm ut on s show of
#ﬂnmhmauh 1 " +yigorous and w:hu“m?;t?“dm s
m‘ﬂ. l!l‘ddn - ol o !:e g
] © nurp v ome [ d call tuli.‘.
al’luqurwhn.he.rlh . MNote muuuu.im'fuo?ws'mgm
means of i e will
oo Tg rooks bave alao oithe ground,  they have Iaid oy oo
w assemblies, Ag the rookeries as the weather improves.
ba:ic Im.thuemcmw :
of social occasions and there are 4igns of partuers belng Robert Burton

colours and outra

Every now and then a cock rook starts to pay

A To0! indkplu in a flne sight. He may not have
us plumes of a peacock but he

pechora pipit on Fair Isle, Dave
Holman, who has the advantage of
flexitime in his work, chartered a
plane from Norwich with Iwo
friends at a cost of more than £300
each. They saw the crane, then
thought they had missed the pipit,
only to discover later that it had
simply moved down the road where
other birders had been hing it

Lee Evans and lens: “It's like
drugs. . . If I lost my birding,
my life would finish instantly.”

That 500 doesn’t scem so far away
now.”

Both Heard and Evans work for
Birdline, and so are free 10 speak
about their obsession. Others, fear-
ing employers might notice their
sudden disappearances from work,
are more discreet.

Al Chichester, beside a muddy
reed bed across the path from the
blue and white boats at rest in the
yacht basin, Evans set up his
telescope and focused his one cye on
the birds which swam, fed and
dozed, and which looked indistin-
guishable 1o non-twitchers. Evans
was muttering into his tape re-
corder, information for transference
later to Birdline, “Five curlew
sandpipers, (wo spotted redshanks,

a greenshank, and there it is, the pec |

san.” That is his diminutive for the
pectoral  sandpiper, so called
because of its Rambo-like chest.

his, quite simply, is his life.
I His home, at Little Chal-
font, near the M25 for a
quick take-off, is filled with stuffed
birds and record books. He lisiens
to shipping forecasts more keenly
than any fisherman: bad weather
blows birds from America and
Siberia off-course, and brings them
within range of his cager telescope.
His dedication has made him one of
the big-name bird-men, standing
ninth in the lifelists with 467, and
every year for the past five years he
has broken his own record for the
highest of annual sigh
With 320 so far this year, against his
total of 359 last year, he is poised to
do it again: no one bothers to
compele with him.
He pays for it, and not just in
domestic harmony and health. Each
year he covers 90,000 miles bird-

hunting, a1 a cost of £20,000. He has |

chartergd aircrafl, helicopters and

boats. This month he'll be-in the -

Scillies, which is the only place 1o be
for the right-thinking witcher at
this time of year. Migrating birds
may tire afler thousands of miles,
Lee Evans never does.

Heartbreak as well as exultation,
is the lot of the twitcher. “Worst

miss?”’, he says. “The ovenbird in ,

County Cork. Drove to Fishguard,
ferry to Rosslare, hired a car, six
hour drive to the west coast,

Holman is fifth in the listing, but
one of his rivals rushed to the north
of Scotland twice in the same week
10 see a White's thrush, and missed
it both times.

Al this time of year, they dare not
leave the country. Heard, 35, a
teacher from Maidenhead, returned
from America last year and rang
Birdline from (he airport to check if
he had missed anything. Yes: there

knocked up the cabl guy and
went over to the island with a load
of cattle, 8 two-hour walk 1o where it
had been reported. Gone. Tumed
round and came back" To be fair to
Evans, it is not simply a matter of
ticking a list. He loves the birds. He
once spent six hours watching a
wallcreeper in the Cheddar Gorge.
He is quite frank: *It's like drugs.
1 get withdrawal symptoms if 1 don®t
80 oul. even for a day. If 1 lost my

was a rare sandgr on Shetland
He flew straight up there and,
miraculously, caught it. “That wasa
very nervous flight,” he says.

He is second in the listings, but
likes to stay relaxed about the
competition. “We used to muddle
along, picking up news on the
grapevine. Now il's become more
compelitive and some people,
who'll go anywhere and spend
anything, have upped the stakes.

my life would finish
instantly.”

Domestic life with his girlfriend |

Carmel is seitied, because she
knows how it is: she comes second.
“Carmel knows that. If there was a
bereavement in my family, if she

was seriously ill, say, P'd still have to

go for a tick. I hate to say it, I know
morally it’s probably unacceptable,
but that's the way it is. 1 expect I
shall dic birding.” @




