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Welcorme to the March newsletter, | hope there 1s something heore for everyone.

Ome of the pleasing features of tha recent development of the club has been a resurgence in
local patch interest. A request to help ill the vacant local BBS squarcs was a great success -
well done to those who got invalved, The Fylde was left out of the original plans for the
Lapwing survey in 3W Lancs this season, but we said we could deliver. All 60 Tlkm squares
in-the Fylde were quickly allocated, another super efforl. On the theme of local recording |
am pleased that Barry Dyson has writlen up a good day he had at his Jocal pateh of Singleton,
[ hope it inspires others to cover their ‘patch’.

They are not everybody’s cup of tea, but it has been an exceptional year for unusual race
Canada Geese with the Pink-feet. 1 have written a short piece to provide some context for
those members who may want to a bit more aboul ‘Todd’s’ Canada Geese, *Cackling’ Canada
(Gemse and the like. On a similar theme some interpretation of Fink-fect collar recoveries is
included following the pisce on ringed Whoopers in the last newsletter. [ would understand if
anybody felt they had seen enough on marked wildfow! now, if vou have something different
to tell the club put pen to paper and share your knowladge or expetiences.

The last three months have been one of the best spells for birding in the Fylde for many years,
The Ivory Gull was clearly the unexpected highlight, bul there have also been several other
scarce gnlls, an array of interesting gecse with the Pinkfeet, seabirds including Little Auks
and unseasonal Leach’s Peirel as well as good numbers of Brambling., These have been the
result of local paich birding, and in the case of the Over Wyre Brambling, a feeding
programme launched by Bob Danson and supported by the club, Our collective efforts have
shown just how bird rich the area we cover can be. The receni reports section is rather
swvollen as a resubt, but for those who can’t access the club’s website T hope this information
is valuable,
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W SINGLETON LOCAL PATCH - BOXING DAY 2001,

The weather forecast for the last few days of the year was grim so [ decided to walk my local
patch on Boxing day and was vewarded with the highest species count of the vear. Chetsirnas
had come a day late for me.

Mot having to (ake Ellen info work T was able {o starl belore surgizge and T found myself
crossing the railway line over to Poulion Industrial estate at 8.05am. 6 Cormorants flew in
single file north towards the River Wyre, my highest count of the year no doubt down o my
‘carly” start. A Blue Tit, 2 Woodpigeons, a Chaifinch and 15 Starlings were logged at my
frst stop nob forgelting 5 House Sparrows thal [lew away on whirting wingbeals a8 tapid as
auks out at sea. '

Mowving on, not a sound was to be heard or a soul to be seen as I passed through what 18
normally 8 bugzing industrial estate. Since | last wrote about my local pateh the Asphalt plamt
15 now up and runnmyg but today 1L was silent. The field immediately east of there and cnding
at the foothridge over the main dyke s fast bemng filled in wilh hardeore, although there is
still surme vestigial habitat that is worth checking out. The man made pond was iced over 3o
no Moorhens there today. In fact the whole area scemed deserted save for a foraging
Blackbird and a rattling Wren. Looking back towards the railway hne several Jackdaws and
Rooks were perched on the.felephone wires and a (reat Spotted Woodpecker tanded on the
telegraph pole. A Collared Dove Qew by as did 4 Canada Goose and a Grey Heron. They
were the only one of their species | was to see and it 18 being in the right place at the right
ifme that cnables a good species count to happen although [ had no such thoughts at the time.
In fact by the end of my visil 12 species comprised of one individoal only.

Crossmg over the footbridge a pair of Mute Swans passed undemeath making thes way
slowly along the main dyvke. 5 Moorhens were much more cancerned about my prasence as
they either dived imder the ssrfuce, Hew along the dyvke or made for cover. & Grey Wagiail
eppeared from nowhere and a startled Redshank took off, calling as it weni. A Donnock sand &
Rohin were in the hawthorn bush by the bridge while up above a skein of 32 Pinldest flew
over, oceasionally correcting their direction as they flew northwards to Over Wyre.

Turmning lefi I headed for the old ragmented hedperow that separates the stubble field [fom
the ryegrass field TTugging the main dyke 1 once agam flushed the Redshink together with 4
Mallard. Looking cast toward Long Wood a flock of about 600 Woadpigeons toolk tlight and
set against the reddening sky a Peregring went through them bul to no avail, I reached the
hedgerow but for once there was very iittle to see. Was | thers fo early I wondered. 3 Magpics
Nickered black and white ag they flew away, A few RBlackbirds and a single Song Thrush alzo
scarpered calling as they went. | ambled eastward alongside the hedeorow and across Carr
flats. Reaching the end T turned south glong another ankempt hedgerow which nsually holds »
good sclection of passerines bui not today.,

Az T neared the end the local farmer arvived in his x4 Isuzu which he does daily to drop ofl
b sheep dog for iis duly cavreise, A dry old bugger, we ollon cxchange plosssnizics bt he
does liks to wind me up, so I el him. Well itmakes s day. Unlirtonalely today b was the
hringer of had tidings as he told me had sold the stubble fisld to Stanah feeds and Bwondd b
furned ovar o maore ryegrass. T il gotted. T just hope the hedgerow sarvives hut T don' held

ool mouch hope,
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LBE Gulls and 7 Herring Gulls making their way eastward. By now the sky was clear and
blue except for the scarring left behind by the spent fuel vapours of Bocings and D s,
Suddenly some Meadow Pipits took flighl frons the adjacent field which was one of harley
stubble. Tike mitiatute Skylarles they created « chain reaction as one by one they juined up
and flew randommly over the feeding area, occasionally calling ‘pest peet’ before sciilimg down
ohee rmore, 1 estimated 120, narrowly beating previous lofals,

As 1 entered the wooded area it was deathly quiet as though a Spamrowhawk was in there, It
Lad been Hke that since 1 resumed my visits following the Foot & Mouth epidemic. They had
nested i the vicinity and were always about. 1 have to say (hat they had made an impression
23 passerines were much reduced in number in the wood compared lo the previous year, 1
curried on to Enowle wood and made my way through the northern section as far as the pond.
i inevitably advertised miy presence as 1 walked over the frozen leaves which crunched under
miy weight. Facing into the Heht I rnanaged to miss a perched Bugzard before it took off and
wended its way through the wood and out into the open. Simultancously a Jay started
seuawking and soon afier two flew out of the wood and across the fields. Had they 1
wondered been returning to their stashes in this cold spell as Thad Jast seen them here 1o the
AufIIN CAITYing Acoms.

f came out of Enowle wood and pondered on some of the birds T had szen so for. Peregrme,
Tay, Buzzard, - birda that not too long ago T would have travelled to see, and riow they are on
ny doorstep. Returming {o the footpath 1 could see 40 Tapwings in a nearby field together
with 18 BH Gulls and 38 Cormmon Gulls, the same feld whera 350 Common gulls had been
on the 4/12 . Tmosied on back and entered the the stretch of woodland that connecis Long
wood to Enowle wood. Woodpigeons look to the sky no doubt thinking T was there to shoot
them. Some flew over Lo nearby Carr wood while many landed in the recently planted oil-
seed Tupe field. Thers numbers had now increased to approx 1200, Single Robin and Wren
plus 2 Cireat Tits and 2 Blue Tils made on this occasion for a disappointing stretch of
wnndiand,

Long wood was much the same until | saw my first Golderest here sinee the 22710, Moving
about the bramble leaves snd stems it was hovering as much a5 it was creeping. It must have
sxpended as much energy petting at its food as it gained nutritionally. It was a delight to see
and cotnpletely oblivions to my presence. It was alzo good o see 3 Tong-tailed Tits here as
on iy lasl visit I had only seen ons whereas in Oglober there had been up tol ] - my mind
turzing vet again to Sparrowhawk. A few more Tits, Wrens, Robins and Dummocks showed
and up to 11 Blackhirds were rusiling about in the leal lilier. A male Great Spotted
Waoodpecker, my fourth sighting but third bird was usy hammering away at a2 rotting tree
branch. A lurge picce of bark fell away as it gained access no doubt to somc juicy morsels. As
it bent its head forward the bright red nape patch doubled in size. Always a super bird to see |
withdrew guietly Teaving it busy feeding,

! left the wood at the northern wdge and made my way across the ryegrass field to 2 foeder
dyice that ernpties into the main dyle. Four Carrion Crows were in the adjacent field which
wag spoiled with mole hifls. A few Blackbirds were probably looking for invertebrates hy the
melelalls and also present were 5 Redwings and a Fiod Wagtail which [ow nlo a bush ae {
drew closer Asusual 1 flushed 2 coupde of Snipe from the partially waterlogeed Gold belore
maling 1oy way hack to the stubble Beld alongside the wam dylke that § had walked e
peritneater of earlier,
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song. Lhey seem fo rise in sieps with their quivering flight, ocecasionally looking to one side
as much o say, [ ean stili see you. Ta bright conditions Tike today their pale underparts and
pot-betlied appearance shine in the sunlight. They also seem to take a delight in chasing one
anather. 4 Reed Buntings were mixed in with them bofore landing in the hedgerow.

in the distance crouched down, a Brown Hare attempled fo conceal itself. As T got cleser I
couid make out its feddy bear cyes before it loped off] tail tucked in, ears erecl. It did™nf go
[ar before almest stopping, when the forward motion of its forelegs reminded me of Tommy
Coopers hand and avm movements whon he would say - “just like thal’, This was probably the
saine Hare 1 have seen now and then in the woods and which always brightens up my day.

I was now almost back at the footbridge and still sesing new species for the day. A single
Goldfinch [lew from the hedgerow (o & hawthorn bush on the other side of the dyke. I
scanned the nexi field lefl to right and saw again the Buzzard as it made iis way to Carr wood
where it perched up surrounded by Woodpigeons. The main dyke was now holding a pair of
Couis and as ! made my way across the foothridge, that most delishiful of waders the Green
Sandpiper rocketed out of the dyke. With a call T find phonetically imposzible to describe, but
onee heard never forgotten, it flew oul of sight as par usual. Tlast saw it on 21/11 but this is
the third consecutive winter it has been here,

Cin retumning to the railway ling, the time had moved onto 11,10am. [am usnaily oul for
between 2 and 7 and a hall hours but today 3 hours and 5 minutes. I had not seen any new
species for the year but had been rewarded with the highest species count of the vear i €. 47,
My previous best had been 42 on the 13/11 and before that 40 on the 23/1 whereas typically
my lowest count fell in August when [ saw just 20 on the 14/8. When you consider thut
average daylight through the yoar is about 14 hours a day or 98 hours a week and that my
weekly visit tepresents between 2% to 3% of that time it malkes you wonder just whet T am
missing during the 97% of the time 1 am not therel

Paul Tillis quite rightly enthuses about bird race day but nothmg compares with the jov and
expenences of local patch work. Wo twe days are alike and when you fnish vour days visit
vou are always looking forward to your next visit and what that might bring. Just think of the
data we could muster if we all did local paich recording. Adjoining patches would be even
viere beneficial.

The paich cun be as large or as small us you want, perhaps your local park, a strip of
coastline, one of the marine lakes, Morth Shore bouting pool and adjacent ¢%ifs, Lytham
moss, Bispham marsh, The Towers, Warton bank, a golf course, a rubbish tip, 2 cemetery, a
country lane, a stretch of river, a public footpath or look &t the local ordnance survey map and
plot your own route — the list is endless, the choeics is yours.

Wherever it is, [ wonld, withoul reservation recosnmend local patch birding to g, and
should you get haoked which you surely will, you too will look tforward to your weekly fix - |

marantee i Tio if, do it now

Barry Thyson.



FINK-FOOTED GOOSE RECOVERIES IN THE FYLDE - A FLAVOTR

Hollowing an from the article on Whoopers in the last newsletier here is the promised note on
FPink-Toot ring and neck collar rebums. This iz nol intended 1o be cormnprehensive, not Teast
hecause a full set of Fylde records has not been obiained from the Wildfowl] Trust {it is hoped
Lo et this information diuring the suminer). Wather, the intention is to give an indicatiom of
the normal mavements and some of the more interasting lite stories which have emerged
from goose studics here in the Fylde, elsewhere inthe TTK and in Teeland.

A fow points which may he helpful to readers;

e noal of ihese birds have boon idenlified by an mdividually sequenced grey "collar’ on
their necl, which can be read through a telescope if the bird 1s “one to two ficlds’ awvay.
Maore recent collats are three letter sequences, some of the fivst birds to be ringed have
omly two characters on the coller and some of these inelude numbers.

= there are Birds with Dharvic Jeg rings similar to those worn by awans, the recoveries for
these tend 1o be more bmited beeanse they are rmore difficult to read. if yvou do read one
af these it is important to note the rng colour, and Lo stale that 11 was a leg rog not a neck
collar,

@ the birds which winter in or pass through the Fylde are generally the Ivclandic breeding
population, as are all other birds wintering in Britain. The smaller Svalbard population
winters in Belgium and Holland. There bas been very litlle interchange between the two
populations despite Teelandic birds now getting as close to the low couniries as Norfolk.
Per Richard Heam al the Wildfow] Trust only half a dozen Svalbard birds have been
recorded in Britain, but one of these (meck collar CO71) was seen in the Pilling and
Precsall area a few vears ago. I vou sce a bird with a nzck collar which is not grey izll
somebody!

e recorda for thiz winter have peneraily not bean processed yet, so these are only includad
an art adl hoo busis where kinown

Whilst necl collars are a relatively recent development some birds which were given them
had previously had Darvic fings, and in these cases life histories can be extremely
iviotmaiive. A good exople of ths is:-

colier 4N {formerly Darvic leg ring BEN)
05/11/1588 Tviartin More

19/10/19481 Martin Mere
2080 IWiarghside

2721992 Haluull, Lanos

LE//1994 Yane Parim area, Loch Leven, Perth & Finress
250041905 “ane Tarm

205703 ane Farm
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ZE SR Downholland Maoss, Lanocs
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2102999 Messingham Band Cuarrics, Lincolnshire
28/10/1999 Mariin Mere

111999 Marshside

09/11/1999 Winacre Marmy, Southport
PFiL1999 Crossens Marsh, Souihport
DEAGL2000 Wighton, Norfolk
14032000 Aldcliffe Marsh, Lancaster
1603/ 2000 Heaton Marsh, Tanecaster
214132000 Burnham Warket, Woriolk
291 13000 Burnham hMurket
200012001 Cumining Carr, Filling
02/03/2001 Mythop Road, Stainimg
(40372001 Mythop Road, Staining

The pattern of ringing recoveries vver recent vears has shown a strong patiern of birds
artiving in ihe comntry in Scotland, moving down 10 south west Lancs and on to Morfoll,
retuming via Pilling before heading back 1o :.Lull.:md Somme ringing recoveries pﬂjmdﬂw
evidence of this inelude:

collar IAH

30/07/1999 Nantalda, Thjorsarver, Amess., Iceland
210/1999 Lathones, File

21/10/1999 Lathones, Fife

071111999 Ridge Farm, Pilling

1601 /2000 Brancaster, Norfolle

(270472000 Craigton area, Loch Leven, Peth & Finross
110152001 Ringstead Downs, Noriolk

13/04/2001 Ankerville, Nigg Bay, Ross & Cromarty

collar CUA

2EOT59G Thjorsarver, Aoness., leeland
177101999 hartin Mere

L1 202000 Holkham, Morfolk

05/01/2001 Thornham Cormner, Docking, Norfoll
28012001 Fishers Row, Pilling

U2AG242001 Muke Hall Lanc, Pilling

D02 200 Horse Park Lane, Pilling

Fhis bird was recorded at Fiestwood, Filling and Preesall in December and Jarary of thir
wirntar

gollar L2

20T
2501 E000
290122000
U3M2001
f.*' ”..,r Jt'{

Chidkelsalds, Thjorsurver, Armess | Ieeland
Tvy Fanm, Filling

south of Egmers, Nortolk

Cumming Care, Pilling

rleaton Marsh, Tancasior
Adonnd Reck, Tovh Fleo, Suiberdang

ety
withorinns




Agsuming the Norfolk ring reading wag correct the move down to Norfolk end back m just
aver a wiek is surprising, This bird was 1n the Fagland THI area over Christmas and Mew
Yiear this winler, and a pictare is in fact on our website!

Tt has been evident that some birds are pushed south to the Fylde [rom Scottish sites. Below
is 8 hard weather movement in December 2000 where a bird has been recorded at Pilling two

days after last being noted in the Borders.

eollar AG

20/43/1996
10/04/ 1996
21/01/1997
15/02/597
-6/
2T12/1998
10012000
FQA 12000
07/04/2000
15/10/2000
24{12/2000
261272000

Loch Leven, Porth and Kinross
T.och Flemington, verness
Ballicknowe, Dumities & Galloway
Loch Leven arca

near Lochhill, Urgubar, Moray
Flitcham, MNorfoik

Sedegeford arca, Warfolk

Greenland Mains, Castletown, Caithness
Weast Waler Reservoir, Borders
Broomles Mains, West Linton, Borders
Tvy Farm, Pilling '

Sumetimes it would appear that the timing of this movement can be surpstiginly late:

collar OFS

JTA 088
OT02/1999
11/02/199%
13/02/199%
12/10/199%
071242000

Alftatjamarflacda, 8-Ping., Iecland

Lochty Farm, File

Wrampool, Pilling

Flulke Hall, Piiling

Starnafin Pocls, Loch of Strathbeg, Aberduenshire
Hieldhouse, Prancaster, Norlolk

And sometimes birds muaking epparent herd weather movements into the Fylde will them stay
very tate into the spring:

collar F3

20/03/1996
105/1996
22121998
0441997

Loch Leven, Perth & Kinross (first ringed)
Loch Leven (Jast of several sighiings

West Park Farm, Auchterarder, Perth & Finross
Cloelerham Moss

Sovememls souih out of the Fyide cam also ocowr af surprising tnnes, presumably alse linked
to hard waather.

collar THOLT

290711999
HAH0ZI2000
21410.2000

LS R

Oddkelsalda, Thjorsarver, Arness., Teeland
Sandy's Boli, Flitcham, Norlolk
Yane Farm wres, Toch Leven, Poril &8 inones
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Ow/Q L2001

rhitcham Abbey, Worfollk

In recent years the North Fylde Pinkdfeet have ranged more widely than in previeus years,
Some are now seen on and off at Mythop, not [ar from Marton Mere on the cdee of
Blackpool. The two recoverics below show that these hirds do appear to head south {rom the
Over Wyre foost, rather than heading north from the South West Lancs moss roosts.

collar 1.7,

14/03/1995
27/09/1995
21/10/1995
07/02/1997
2200411997
23/10/1998
06/11/1998
11/11/1999
13/11/1999
14/11/1999
24/10/2000
02/01/2001
03/01/2001
02/03/2001

I.gch Leven, Porth & Kinroess
Vane Farm ared, Loch Leven
Loch Leven area

Yane Farm area, Loch Loven
Loch Leven area

Loch Leven

Travebiank, near Camoustie, Angus
Clatto, Fife

Craigton area, T.och Leven
leslic, Fifle

Mawmill zres, Loch Leven
High Gate Lane, Stalmine
High Gaie Lane, Siabmine
Mythop, Blackpool

Below is a set of sightings of a bird which spent at least three months of last winter on the
Fylde. The fact that such hirds arrive via Scolland, and stop off there on their return jourmney,
15 not & great surprize but such a defailed set of records is unusual. It would be inicresting to
know whete it was rom late Septernber to late December and Jate Feb to carly April (the
Solway or Borders perhaps). Mote haw it visiled all the major feeding areas in North Fylde -
Fleetwood, Staynall-Staimine and Pilling-Eagland Hill.

collar TITL

25072000
2109/ 20040
26/ 1 2/2000
26/ 272000
JU 22000
GL/O1 2001
020172001
{3/0172001
Q0272001
05/02/2001
OaAT2I2001
9022001
12002/2001
23022061
11042001

22042001

Mannabeinafla, A-Iluna., Teelamed
Windyedge Farm, Perth, Perth & Kinross
Birk's Farm, Pilling

Ivy Farm, Filling

Fleatwood Farm, Rossall

norih of Slaynall, Hambleton
High Gate Lans

High Gate T.ane, Stabmine

Bonds Farm, Pilling

Bonds Fam, Piling

Bondz Farm, Pilling

Baonds Tarm, Pilling

Bonds Tarm, Fiiling

Baglund Hill

Heiness Bay, Foss & Crongriy

A Y ER . g
Alness Bay, Ross & Cromarly

Axec on the sarme there:



28072000
2211052000
3E12/2000
01012001
0200720010
0340172601
14/01/2001
2240172001

Nautalda, Thjorsarver, Arness., leeland
Harceairns School, Walston, South Lansrkslire
Flegtwood Farm, Fossall

Fleetwood Farp, Rossall

High (Fats Lane, Stalmine

High Gate Lane, Stalmine

Eagland Hill

Commnung Carr, Pilling

Birds can change wintering patierns:

collar 11

Seen i the Toch Teven area from ringing in Decermber 1994 to late April 1995,
Rack at Loch Loven from 27th Seplember 1995 to late April 1996,

At Lach of Strathbeg in October 1996, then Toch Leven Feb-April 1597,

Sien at Martin Mere November 1997, at Loch Leven Teb-Apnl 1998

In the 1998/9 winter only reported at Loch Leven Feb-April 1994,

Tn the 1999/ winter only reportad from Loch Leven Jan-April 2000,

then

2L 2000 Windvedpe Farm, Perth, Perth & Kinross
24002000 Mawmill area, Loch Leven, Perth & Kinross
26/11/2000 Woodeide Farm, Kirkby, Merseyside
26/12/2000 Birk's Farm, Pilling

21032001 Findatie area, Loch Leven

S lary:

coblar TP

Binged March 1995 Loch Leven
In winters 1995/6 and 1996/7 vnly reported from Loch Leven

then
1001/ 1998 Lady Ammes Drive, Holklam, Norfolk
23/10/1998 Classloclie arca, Loch Leven
06/11/1998 Travebank, near Carnoustie, Anpus
1141171999 Clatio, Fil

41111999 Laslie, Fifc
24102000 IMawmill aren, Loch Leven
012001 norih of Staynall, Hambleton
(1270172001 High Gale Lene, Stalmime
03/G1/2001 High (zate Lane, Stalmine
G2032001 Rivthon, Blackpoo!

Hopefully this pives some insight mio Pink-feet movements. 1 vou have taken collar
numhers at some point and never submithed them it is never too late, they can still be input. TF
ot have acoeas 1o the club’s wehsits checle ont the excellent page Paul Hilis has pul together

tor Dorther indornation.

3

Thanks t Bob Dansor and Cheds Baity for providing mueh of the above miormation
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PFOSEBLY WILD CANADS GEESE N THE FYLDE

Well I'm afraid it's nol much of & litle, but a bit of circumspection is neceszary hare. Waifs with
Fink-fest flocks fall info three categories:

-+ definitely or almost certainly wild (Barnacles, White-ranis)
=% cartain escapes (Bar-headed Gasse, some of the hybirids)
= Uirknown origin

In the latter category fall recorcs of Snow, Fed Bressied, Lessar White-front and Canada Geess.
The credentials of every individual Canzda is unceriain, thaugh the pattarm of ocourrence in
Lancashire sugpests that some are wild birds.

This year has heen a record une for 'non-British' Canadas with the Pink-foct fiocks, and this short
note provides some coriext for interested mambers,

Canada Geese records in the Fylde prinr te the 20049/2 winter
Apparently wild birds remain genuinely rare in Lancashire, and wilh most repoits coming from the

soulth west they are vagrants in the Fyide. All known records of birds with Finidoot feeding flocks
{23 opposad o apparent or possible ferst birds rocst among the Pinkfest) are:

December 1980 unspecified race Cockerham
Fa bruary 1832 fiutchinsi Cockerham
harch 1984 prob, favemmeri Filling
Fab-MMarch 1951 intericr type Pitling

and parvipes
January 1997 possible minima Pitling
January 1998 two (panvipes?) Cockerham®

i* - no details of race in the Fyids report, not mentioned in Lancs bird repart but ihiz doss refer to
two pardpes in SW Lancs at the fime and these appear fiikely 1o be the same birds)

Raking st eight birds in st winters,

The 2001/2 season {25 3t the end of February)

Parnvpes type (Pinkifool sized birds, overall coloration similar fo 'Biftish' Canadas)

Two birds seen brigfly at Duck Street, Pilling in ale November wers probably this species. One at
Freesall in earty Decamber showad charactarsiics of this race, and sightings of ane in the Pilling-
Frasall area in late December and early January were nrababiy this bird, One seen twice ai
Fleatwood in late January by different observers was considered by both to be parvipes. So thers
wers ab least hwo parvipes types in the area this winter, and perhaps thrae or more.

idinima type (Bamacle Goose sizad binds, darker overnsll than "Beifish’ hirgs inclading chast)

Cha was found gt England Hilt in late December, remaining in the Pilling area into eatly January.
There is & colowr ringad escaped minima I the recording sree, bui this was a different hird,
fnterior iype (onfy a fitile smafier than 'Brilish’ birds and similar colour, very long rieck, fong bill)
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RECENT REPORTS

Covering fhe period December 2001-February 2002, pius Noveaber reports to the
December cinh meeting. All records of rare and scarce birds #re subject to avceptance
by appropriate rartties committees.

Bhivers amd grebes

The only record of consequence reccived was 27 Red-throuted Divers at South Shore inmid
December.

Beabirds”

Extremely unseasonal Lesch’s Petrels in February's gales included one off Coclkersannds on
4th, one off Rassall on 6th and two off T.ane Ends and one past Rossall on the 11th, Fulmars
were noted off Anchorsholime on 11th February and Rossall the next day.

Cormorant, Herong

The long-staying sinensis Cormorant remained on the Glasson Basin, another was on
Stanley Park lake on Christmas Day, A Shag was off Starr Gate on 18th December.

There were at least two wintering Litthe Egrets, one at Warton Bank and another in the Lane
Ends - Flulee Fall area. One near Poulion on 2nd January may have been a third bird. There
were it least two Bitterns at Marton Mere in the periad, with claims of up o four during the
cold snap in carly Janeary.

Swans

The Over Wyre Whooper Swan commuting between Fluke Hall and Hy Fly, Preesall flock
peaked at a healthy 117 Whoopexs, with up to 35 Bewicks Swams among them, Teg rings on
some of the Whoopers and neck collars sporled by a couple of the Bewick’s showed them to
inelude regular wintering birds. Flsewhere well over 100 wild swans were regular at
Salicoles, Tytham during December, numbers of Whooper and Bewicks in the flock varied
greatly but Bewicks tended to predominate. Bewicks roosting al the Mere peaked at over 59
in January.

Mute Swans are penerally loss newsworthy, however birds at Fairhaven i the period
meluded immigranis from Telford and Porfhmadog respectively, One of the Stanley Park
pair was found dead, apparently killed by a fox, it had heen ringed in 1991 at Bowness-on-
Windermers.

s

A good run of possibly wild Canada Geess with Pinkfee! sre documented clsewhere i this
newsletter, Al luast three Rarnncke Gesse continued to be seon with the Pinkdfcl Over Wyre
until the end of Decembir, (hereatier only singles were reporiod imb] un to four wore at Great
Crimbies and nearby sitos al the end of Yebruary, Al White-fronied Geese seen early in the
purind were of the Huropean / Russian race, with twe different adulis and a firat year at
seviral Over Wire sites; an adult Greeniand bird appearcd towards the end of Tebruary. A
brd Uenember, b Tiavk belliod racs bisds werc
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field fecding with Pink{eet at Preesal? on Boxing Day but were not seen apain, hMore
unusually a Brenl was seen on the Ribble at Waston Bank on two dates ia February,

Bean Geese were much in evidence, with a faraily group of three fubalis in the Fhake Biall /
Hy Fly area in February, and at least two others seen with Pink-foet at other sites, A bline
phase Lesser Snow Goose first found at Eagland Hill on 4th February was then scen ai
several siles across Over Wyre {o al least the end of (he month, A strange hybrid goose with
the Pinkieet in early February appeared to be a Barpacte x Greylag,

Immediately {ollowing the commencement of shooting on Pilling saltmarsh the Pink-footed
teoase roost fell to 3000 in carly December, but guickly increased again to a peak of 14000
during the cold snap, then dropped away again to 5000 for much of January and February,
Ihere were regular reports of 5000 feeding in the Fleclwood felds. Avay [rom the waunl
hamts there were flocks up to 1500 near Staining, and small numbers feeding with wild
swans on ploughed felds at Salteotes, Lythum. Up to three Greylngs with the Pinkfieet gt Hy
Fly, Preesall in January may have been wild birds but it is impossible to say with a Browing
feral population in the Preesall area.

Thicks

Up to 600 Teal were recorded at the Mere, with 1,000 on the Wyre off Burglars Alloy. A
drake Pintail x Mallard hybrid cornmuted, like snany other ducks, between the Mere and
Fuirhaven. Up to four Gadwall were on Faithaven Lake, with two or three in the Jameson
Road / Burglars Alley area and two al {he Mere. Shoveler counis on Stanley Park peaked ai -
5% in Junuary. There were still up o 870 Pintail off Fairlwann Road, T.ytham.

U'he drake Ferruginouws Duck continued o commute between Fairhaven Lake snd Marton
Mete carly in the period, before scitling at Fairhaven in January then returning to the Mere
with irenic timing on the day of the big Tairhaven Ivory Guall dip {1 6th Feb). A drake Red
Crested Pochard on the Mere in early December had apparently escaped from nearhy
Blackpool 7Zoo. In the same vein as the Pochard an *orange hybrid Shelduck’ was at Lane
Ends on 16th December. There were still up to two Seanp at Fairhaven Lake through to mid
Febwuary, with singles al the Meie in eaxly December and off Rossall on 101h February, A
total of 84 Pochard were al the Mere on 15th December. A vedhead Smpew found at the
Mere on Chrisimas Day remained through Januery and Febriary, another redhead was on the
Lame estuary at Cockersands on [st-2nd January before being seen further upriver ouiside our
TECoTding arvea.

The firsl winter drake Long-talied Duck remained on Lane Hods ponds until the heginmuyg of
Degember; two including an adult male were off Bossall on 91k December, three were off
Sauth Prom on the 16th and two were again off Rossall on 10th February, The peak Eidar
count wae 254 off Rossall on 16th December. There wore up to 14 Red-hreasied
Mergamsers on Fleetwood Marine Lalee in December, and up 40 fitirteen on Fairhaven Lake
1 January, Thuring the period Gassanders wers noted frorm Cartiord Bridge feleveny,
CHlasson Duck (seven), Skippool (ihtee), Stanley Park - somothing of an improvement on
recent pouor showings.  The finding of the Coclarsands Smew focused more aitention on the
Goldeneye is associaled with, the highest count being 131 on 3rd Tanuury.

During Decomber Common Scater were very ohyrous off Sterr Gate, with tp to 1800 birds
noied, The asrial swrvey of Flestwood in Pebrimry produced an estimeaie 7000 birds. Loss
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Haptors

Perhaps just the one Buzzard was seen at Singleton and Weeton, favoured haunts of this
species in the Fylde. A typical scatteving of Merlin included records from Clifton Mavsh,
Cockerham Bank End, the Fleciwood and Over Wiyre goose fields, Pilling Lane Enda,
Statnihg, Warlon Bank and the Wyre estuzry. Peregrines were seen at scveral silas,
inclieding two on 5t Jolns church in Blackpool town centre,

Hen Harriers are increasingly scarce in the Fylde, the only reports in the period were a
ringtail near Cockersands on 2nd Februmry, and a wmale st Cane House Green Common tlhe
nexk day,

Rails

Coverage of coastal sites on large tides nroduced Water Rails at Warton Banl, snd at
Burrows Marsh on the Wire,

Waders

An unseasonal first year Curlew Sandpiper was on the Ribble adjacent to Clifion lreatment
works on 15 Decemnber, In Movember a Green Saadpiper was reported on Poulton main
dyke om 21at, others were at Carr House Green Commeon on 12th and 271h January and at the
traditional Larbreck site. A Spotted Redshank appeared settled for the winter at Banl Tind,
Cockerhaon, perhaps this bird was secn at Lance Ends on 13th January and 3rd Felbwuary,

There was a good influx of Fack Snipe, with double figure counts at two sites (details
withheld al observer’s tequest), with smalier numbers af several other mostly coastal sites.
Woodeock were also conspicuous, with an exeellent tolal of gight near Preesall Flashes, two
at Thurnham Hall and singles at Carr House Green Common, Ellel Grange, I.ane Ends and
bdarton Mere, Small numbers of Beff were seen n flooded ficlds in the Pilling area in Jan
and Feb. Up to 79 Black-taited Godwits were on the Wyre, no counts were received from
the Hibble.

iZnlia

Fasily the best bird of the period was an aduht Tvery Gull at Fairhaven from 13th to 15th
Fobroury, The first for Lancashire it was sometimes even scen on Fairthaven Take, Many
would be weekend obssrvers were frustrated when it disappeared ovemmight on the Friday.

Other northern gulls were alse much in evidence. Feelamd CGulls were at Fairhaven Lake on
the aflernoon of 4th Jamury only; followed by an exceplional infhux in February with at least
segen i the Fieetwood arez and one at South Promenade, At least Dve argentadns Herving
Cenbly were seen in the Tleetwood area, with another three or more in the Star Gaie and St
Avmes arca. A st winter Glancons Gull at Pleetwood in early December was followed by
2t lesst three birds inthet area in Jan end Feb, and at least one Greel witder on Blackpool

eentral promenade o Fob,

Yellow Legred Golls were seen in the pull asaamblics al Clifion Marsh, Fairhaven,

Flociwood (at least owo), Bt Anees and Shar Gale., Axn infevmmeding Lesser-hlack Backe
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Ancharsholme, up {0 75 were “wrecked® on Blackpool beaches and others furned up az
several inland ind estumine sites.

Severs] Iediterranean Gulls wore reporied, Includimg bivds at Cockerrands, Fairhaven,
Frockleton, Glasson, Pilling and Skippocl. At least four hirds at Rossall and five arovd St
Annes from late Tebruary were among the large nurnberg of gulls foeding on wrecked
atarfish. A Darvie ringed Black-headed Gull from Denmark was at Stanley Park on 810
December. A first winter Glaweous bl was at Rossall Point on 9fh December, the
Flestwood area remains the best bet for this species on the Fylde.

Crshore pales produced good Liftle Gull passage, including 26 off Boszatl on 5th December,
an estimated 100+ distantly there on 2Znd Jan, 28 on 10th Febroary and 42 on 23rd Tebroary.
Dharing and after the gales thal produced these counls single Opures were scon on the Bibhle
and Wyre estuaries, in Morecambe Bay and at Marton Mere,

Slras

A skua sp south past Starr Gate on 215t December may have been a Pamarine, Al loast two
long staymg Bonxies spent much of February in the recording arca, with at least on in
bdorecambe Bay and one on the Ribble estuary.

" Anks

There was a good showing of Little Aunks, with aingles at Rossall Point on 5th December,
starr Gale oa 14k January and Bossall again on 230d Febroary, Olher auks were
presumably inder-reported, single Guillemots at Stan Gate on several dates were the only
other records were received.

Owls

‘The only Shert Eared Owis noted were at Barnaby's Sands on 6th December and vp to 3 in
the Waiton area which were normally only seen when the marshes were coversd by the nide.
Barn Owls were reporicd Chver Whre and the Loy tham-Warlon arcas.

Eesseringes

Kipefishers were roporied Fom Marton Mere, Waron Banl and the Wyre estuary. Water
Fipits wers reported regularly when there were high fides, with up to 13 hirds in Febrizary
and March., The identity of these birds is the subject of ongoing debate, though
‘Seandinavian’ Rock Pipits and Rock Pipity were reported alongside claimed W ater Pipits,
Elsewherse Bock Pipits were seen in sinple figures at severs! coasial sites.

stonechats wore reporicd fom Cockiorssmds (up o Towr), Exgland Hill, Faitlsoven (up to
three!. Jameson Road (up to fivel, Marton Mers (taro) and Hozsall - 8 gond spreed of recosds
which mcluded the Hest spring movemenis at the end of Tebroary, The only signdficant
winter thrush count received was 300 Fieldfare at Jayviz Carr on Bth Februaey,

Fellowing a dearth ol reports in Movemnber Chiff-Chaiie were move evident in Decembir,
vizpy 0 three birds at Marton Mere and singles at The Mook and Preezall, there wers none

Her the cold snap however. A Bizckean was al Sigletsn on 130 Noveenber, A Mutharck

: TN 11 2 ] ] ; ¥ I : H §rat | 3
vt vegular in Woodiond Gardons-Sterdey Park stea in Do r, with another reliable hivdy

. L ' . i ' i . '
ok .‘|'.:u TiEVIE RPIOTEITRIT D I'._._.:{ ..".II'.II'— u!__' povan § onwetera §osrtnarn ot arees o I\q.'lis.".l.u'.r."-.r-



A Raven was over Singleton on 13th Novermber, at least lwo continued 1o be seen at ihezir
onty regular siles on the North Ribble marshes, Wintering Jays away from normal sites were
at (he Mere, Union Lanc at Flambleton and Hale Nook, Stalmine. The Haoded Crow from
the autumm was seen again at Fairhaven in January, however flight video footage sugpe sted
the hird was in fact 2 Hooded x Carvien Crow integrade,

tp o 32 Twite were in the Cockersands area in December, hirds were regular in the Jasneson
Road { Burglars Alley area with a peak of 35 hirds and there were single figures ul Fairhaven
and Lane Ends. A Tesser Redpoll was reporied from Poulton-le-Fylde, with up to six al {he
Mere. There were up to 5 Sisking at Witch Wood, and at least 3 at the Mere, Brambling
were recorded in small numbers at several sites, casily the largeat total was 23 at the scoond
Eagland Hill feeding site. Nearby over 230 Chajlineh were al Rushy Slack Farm on 1 3th
Tanuary. Up io 160 Tree Sparvows, 50 Yellowhammers and 200 Corn Buntings were
recarded in the Eagland Fill area, coming to seed provided by Bob Danson at two stes.
There were slso up to 50 Reed Buntiags in the Bradshaw Lane - Eapland Hill area.

AND FINALLY

Hequests from Paul Slade

F-rnail addresses

Could members who have recenily gone “on line’ let Paul and Paul have their H-mail address
i at all possible. E-mails are a quick and inexpensive way to coniact people in 2 hurry,
dhistribute newslelicrs ete.

2007 recovds

If anybody has 2001 records which they have not yet submitied could they please do so as
soon as possible. Late scis of notes have been a vause of delay in several reeent years, as it is
a shame 1o cxelode anyihing of value, Reports of common spevics are Just as valaable as

more scarece birds Resords can be handed in at club mectings, o1 Femailed 1o Paul Elliz
{address on this newsletler).

262 records

These can be subtmitted as oflen as people like. Bven duily subrnission is now a help; as it
cnahles the wehbsite io be lept bang up to dule with what's going on al Fylde sites.

Whoopers Swanrs in south Fyide

in 1he last newsletter the article on Whooner recoveries highlighted the dearth of noging
recovericy [rom south Fylde. This year the presence of regular Tlocks al Saltentes with
Bewiek’s Swans has led to hail a dozen Darvie tinged berds being recorded. Four of thess
hnd heen ringed relatively recenily at hMariin Mere or in Tocland, and their life hoslories wete
aot that mlormative, Bids previously recorded on fhe Ouse washes and Crerlaverook,
Dumfriesshire were more wselil.



